
PERMITS    The natural floodplain areas, such as 
hardwood swamps, cypress swamps, 

   All development (new construction, freshwater ponds and marshes, mangrove 
repair/replacement work, additions, signs, swamps and salt marshes, lessen the 
fill, etc.) throughout the unincorporated effects of storm and flood waters. They 
areas of the County requires a permit. provide natural storage areas for flood 
Contact the Building Department (727) waters, and  buffer the coastal areas from 
464-3241 for further information. storm surges. Natural floodplain areas also 
   Should you see illegal development in the provide excellent habitat for diverse 
floodplains, please contact the Building wildlife and enhance water quality.
Department.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT FURTHER INFORMATION
REQUIREMENTS

   Pinellas County continually strives to 
   The NFIP and County regulations increase awareness of the hazards of 
require  buildings within a floodplain that flooding. FEMA documents detailing 
are improved at a cost which is 50% or more flood hazard information are available in 
of the building's market value before the the reference section of the East Lake, 
improvement is started, must meet the Palm Harbor, Largo and Seminole Public 
current construction standards for Libraries, and are also available for review 
buildings in a floodplain. When a building at the County's Planning Department, 600 
within a floodplain is improved at 50 Cleveland St., Suite 750, Clearwater, 
percent or greater the cost of its market telephone (727) 464-8200. Additionally, 
value, the entire structure must meet further information can be found on the 
current construction standards as required Internet at www.fema.gov.
by N.F.I.P.  and County regulations. For    Pinellas County complies with the 
further information, please call Plans Americans with Disabilities Act. To obtain 
Review at  the  County  Bui lding  accessible formats of this document, 
Department at (727) 464-3241. please contact the Department of Public 

Affairs at (727) 464-4600; TDD (727) 
464-4431.

FUNCTIONS
OF FLOODPLAINS

   Pinellas County uses several approaches 
to protect its natural floodplain areas in 
order to prevent alteration of the natural 
functions of floodplains and to diminish the 
damaging effects of flood waters. Among 
these approaches are: Implementing the 
goals and policies of the Comprehensive 
Plan, providing for transfer of development 
rights, enforcing Land Development 
Regulations, and the site plan review 
process.
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Is your
property

in a
Flood
Zone?

Are you doing
all you can to
protect your
property from
floods?



FLOOD HAZARD AREA Department of Emergency Management at 400    Pinellas County participates in the National 
   Low-lying areas in Pinellas County that are S. Ft. Harrison Ave., Clearwater, provides free Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) which makes 
adjacent to creeks, bayous, lakes, Clearwater evacuation maps. Call (727) 464-3800 for flood insurance available to those in flood-prone 
Harbor, Boca Ciega Bay and the Anclote River information. Find your home’s evacuation level areas of the County. Your home and its contents 
are subject to flooding. Threatening weather, on line at www.pinellascounty.org. Click on are probably your greatest investment. You can 
such as Tropical Storm Josephine in 1996, may “Check Your Evac Level” on the left side of the help protect yourself from a devastating loss by 
present flood hazards to residents due to high screen  and enter your address. purchasing flood insurance for your home.
tides, storm surges caused by winds and heavy    Information about flood policies is available 
rainfall. FLOOD SAFETY from your insurance agent. Property owners can 
   The Federal Emergency Management Agency    Be aware of what steps to take to protect insure their buildings and contents and renters 
(FEMA) has designated these low-lying areas as your personal safety: can insure their possessions. Call your insurance 
special flood hazard areas. They are typically agent now so you will be prepared. Don't wait for 
located in a 100-year floodplain, which is    1. Tune in to local media for flood watches a disaster.
defined as having a 1% chance of being flooded         and warnings.
at least once in any given year. PROPERTY PROTECTION
   If a building is located in a 100-year floodplain,    2. Heed warnings from officials;    Floodproofing is a way to minimize property 
federal law requires that a flood insurance policy        evacuate when orders are given. loss due to floods. This may involve building 
be obtained as a condition of a federally-backed walls or levees, elevating or moving structures, 
mortgage or loan that is secured for the building.    3. Know your hurricane evacuation level, plan or sealing the structure. Moving outdoor 
It is the lender's responsibility to check the        where you will evacuate to, as well as your furniture indoors  and relocating ground floor 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) to        evacuation route. furniture to upper stories or higher locations will 
determine if a structure is in the 100-year also minimize loss.
floodplain. Please be aware that lenders are    4. Prepare a small bag with essentials.    The County's Building Department (727) 
legally responsible for determining if a flood 464-3241 can provide citizens with information 
insurance policy is required for a loan.    5. Be cautious at night. on techniques to reduce property loss and can 
   If you live in the unincorporated areas of review and critique floodproofing plans.
Pinellas County, you can contact the    6. Have battery-operated flashlights, radios   
County's Building Department (727) 464-3471        and televisions in working condition. DRAINAGE SYSTEM 
to obtain information for determining whether MAINTENANCE

   Drainage within the County is affected by you are in a floodplain, according to the FIRMs.    7. If you know how, shut off water service, 
natural and man-made features. Surface runoff This phone number has a voice mailbox, so        gas service and electricity to your home.
becomes channeled through inlets and pipes, please leave a message consisting of your name, 
swales, ditches, ponds and lakes, which phone number and parcel I.D. number (from    8. Do not panic.
ultimately flows into the surrounding bays and your tax bill). If you live in a municipality, call 
Gulf. Maintenance of these features becomes your city directly.    9. Do not drive or walk into flooded areas important since debris obstructs the flow of 

       where water depth is unknown. water causing street and yard flooding. To 
FLOOD WARNING achieve the best flow capacity, the County's 
   Pinellas County flood warnings are broadcast    10. Ensure your pet’s safety. Kennel space is Public Works Highway Department performs 
by local television (including Pinellas 18) and          limited and shelters will not accept pets. scheduled inspections and maintenance. 
radio stations (Pinellas County AM 940, Maintenance can include removal of high weeds, 

clippings and branches, litter or debris. For WEOC) as well as the National Weather Service FLOOD INSURANCE
further information contact the County’s NOAA Weather Radio. Tune in to these media    Homeowner insurance policies do not cover 
Highway Department at (727) 464-8900. for instructions during times of possible flooding losses due to flooding. Just because you have 

and listen for weather updates, evacuation been spared of any flooding in the past does not 
 orders and expected storm arrival times. The mean it cannot happen in the future.
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