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The Honorable Chairman and Members of the
Board of County Commissioners

James L. Bennett, County Attorney M
Notice of New Lawsuit and Defense of the Same by the County Attorney
in the Case of Global Discoveries LTD., LLC v. Stacy M. Thompson,
Trustee of Trust No. 118 UITID 08/07/2002; Julie Stafford, Trustee of the
Julie Stafford Revocable Trust UITID 03107/1997; Julie Stafford, Trustee
of the Harry B. Stafford Revocable Trust UITID 03107/1997; Pinellas
County Clerk of Court; and Pinellas County
Circuit Civil Case No. l2-0044l6-CI-019

Ken Burke, Clerk of the Circuit Court

May 8, 2012

NOTICE: THIS IS TO ADVISE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THAT THE
ABOVE-REFERENCED LAWSUIT WAS FILED AGAINST THE COUNTY AND THE
COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE WILL DEFEND THE SAME.

DISCUSSION: This is a civil action seeking to compel the distribution to the plaintiff of surplus
proceeds resulting from a tax deed sale conducted by the Clerk on March 23, 2011.

A copy of the Complaint (without attachments) is attached hereto.
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GLOBAL DISCOVERIES LID. LLC

Plaintiff,

VS.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TIIE
SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN ANDFOR
PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION

Case No: t 2 • 4 11 1 6 Cr -/ ~
STACYM. THOMPSON, TRUSTEE OF
TRUSTNO. 118uris» 0810712002; JULIE
STAFFORD. TRUSTEE OF THE JULIE COMPLAINT TO QUIETTITLE TO
STAFFORD REVOCABLE TRUST Un"1D EXCESS PROCEEDS .
03/0711997; JULIE STAFFORD~ 1RUSTEE
OF THE HARRYB. STAFFORD
REVOCABLE TRUST urrlD 03/07/1997;
PINELLAS COUNTY CLERK OF
COURT; AND PINELLAS COUNTY

Defendants. /

The plaintiffsues the defendants and alleges:

JURISDICTION. PARTIES ANDVENUE

1. This is an action to determine priorities to excessproceeds arising from the sale of

real property, within the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court under § 26.012(2), Fla. Stat.

2. The plaintiff is a foreigncompany, duly authorized to conduct business in Florida,

3. Defendant StacyM. Thompson, Trustee ofTmst No. 118u/t/dJ 08107/2002 is a

Floridaresident.

4. Defendant Julie Stafford, Trustee of the Julie Stafford Revocable Trust u/t/d

03/07/1997 is a Florida resident.

S. Defendant Julie Stafford, Trustee of the Harry B. Stafford Revocable Trust u/t/d

03/0711997 is a Florida. resident

6. Defendant Pinellas County Clerk ofCourt ("Clerk') is a state constitutional

officer.

7. Defendant Pinellas County ("County"') is a subdivision of the state of Florida.

8. Venue is properbecause the causes ofaction accrued in Pinellas Countyand

because the excess proceeds atissue are located in Pinellas County.

STATEMENT OFFACTS

9. The plaintiff seeks cleartitle to the excess proceeds arising fromthe sale ofreal
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propertylegally describedas follows:

Lot 1. Blotk 4,. :Revised Map of Centnl Park,. .lU!f:Ording to the Olap or plat' thweof as recorded in
Plat Book1,Page3!lt PubUckords ofPiuellas COUllty~ Florida. .

that was sold in a tax deed sale under taxdeedfile no. 02364 on March 23,2011 ("Property").

The excessproceeds were generated fromthe sale ofthe Property. The excess proceeds are

currentlyheldby the Clerk. or. the County.

]O. The·plaintiffis the assignee of the excessproceedsfrom JPMorgan ChaseBank,

N.A. flk/a Bank One, N.A., who is the lienholder with highest priority on thePropertybefore it

was sold. Themortgage, the plaintiff's assignment documents and statementsof claimwere

submittedto the Clerk for reimbursement ofthe excessproceedsby the Clerk. A copy ofthe

submission is attachedas Exhibit A. The original submission remainswith the Clerlc.

11. The tax collector's titlcreport generated pursuant to § 197.S02(5Xa), Fla. Stat.,

attachedas Exhibita("'Title Report), indicates the defendants may claim someinterest in the

excess proceeds. However,except as set forthbelow, each such claim is inferior to the

plaintiff's claim.

A. DefendantStacyM. Thompson, TrusteeofTrust No. 188ult/d/

08/07/2002 may claim some interest in the excessproceedsas formerownerof the Property.

However, such interestis inferior to that of the plaintlffbecausevalid recordedlienholders ofthe

Propertyarc entitledto the excess proceeds up to the amountoftheir indebtedness. beforethe

formerowneris entitledto receive anyamount, andthe amount ofexcessproceeds claimedby

the plaintiffexceeds the amount available for distribution.

B. Defendant Julie Stafford,Trustee ofthe Julie Stafford Revocable Trust

u/tId 03/07/1997 mayclaim some interestin the excessproceeds as formermortgagee ofthe

Property ofa mortgage recorded at O.R. Book12157, Page 1555. However, suchinterest is

inferior to the plaintiff's interest because this mortgage has been satisfiedor its lieninvalidated

by operation of law.

C. DefendantJulie Stafford, Trustee ofthe HarryB. Stafford Revocable Trust

u1l/d 03/0711997 may claim SOllie interest ill theexcessproceeds as former mortgagee ofthe

Propertyofa mortgage recorded at O.R. Book 12157, Page 1560. However, suchinterest is

inferior to theplaintiffs interest becausethismortgage has beensatisfiedor its lien invalidated

by operation onawa
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D. EithertJre Clerkor the County holds the excess proceeds. No cause of

action is asserted aaainst tbe Clerkor the: County. The Cleek 01' theCounty has refused. to re1eese

the excess proceeds to theplaintiff. The Clerkor theCountydeems theplaintiff'sevidence of

entitlement and priority:to theexcess proceeds to be insufficient. Iftheexcess proceeds are

deemed ~laimed" by Clerk or theCounty, the excess proceeds will eventually escheat to

Pinellas County.

12. This complaint, andthis action, is a "claim" forthePJJrP09C oftoUing the time

limitationset forth in § 197.473, FIL Stat. (201 0).

13. AUconditions precedent to the initiation oftbis action havebeenperformed or

waived.

COUNT ONE- QUIETTITLE

J4. Theplaintiffreadopts anc1 rcaIlcges its allegations inparagraphs 1 through 13

inclusive, asthough fully set forth herei.n.

/ " 15. The claims and potential claims ofthedefendants cloud the plaintifr$ titleto the

excess proceeds. The interest of eachdofendant is inferior to that oftheplaintiffas a matter of

law, sincethe phUnti:lfis entitled to disbursement oflbo excess proceeds up to the amount ofits

claim, which claimexceeds the amount oftheexcess proceeds.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiffdemands judgment againstthedefc:ndan~ removing the

clouds &omits title to theexcess proceeds and quieting title to theexcess proceedsin the

plaintiff.

COUNT TWO- STATUTORY CLAIM TOTHEEXCESS PROCEEDS

16. The plaintiffrcadopts rmd realleges its allegations in paragraphs 1 through 13

inclusive. as though fully set forth herein.

17. As assignee oftbc lienholder with thehighest priorityto theexcess proceeds, the

plaintiffbas the right at law under Chapter 197, Florida Statutes, to the excesspreceeds. Such

interest is superior to the claim ofany defendant.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiffdemands judsment againstthe defendants and an order of

dililtibut.lofl of tbe excess proceedsin favor oftheplaiDtift:

COUNT THREE - DEMAND FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF

18. The plaintiffreadopts andrealleges its allegations in paragraphs J through 13

inclusive, as though fuUy set forthherein.
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19. This is an action 8t law fordeclaratory re1iefunder Chapter~ Florida Statutes

("dec1aratiQ!1"). Presentlya controverSy existsas to the proper entitlement to the excess

proceeds. The Clerk or the County refuses to release the excess proceeds despite the plaintifi's

claims to the Clerk. The fo.tlDel' oWner may claim some right to theexcess proceeds. Thereis a

bonafidet actual, pa:sentpractical need forthedeclaration inorder to determine entitlement.

Such declaration will deal witha present,~ed orascertainable stateof facts or present

controversy asto a state of:facts, which is the entitlement to theexcess proceeds as set forth. in

recorded documents and as appHed by Chapter197,FloridaStatutes. Theright ofthe plaintiffis

dependentuponthe fuet'i andthe law applicable to thefacts, since itsentitlement mustbe

determined visavis the defendant partiesin orderto TCCeive theexcess proceeds. The

defendants havean actual.present. adverse and. amagOJristic interestin the subject matter, in that

theymay claim someinterestin theexcess proceeds to the detriment ofthc plairltif( and without

the declaration.. PinellasCounty caneventwilly claim ownership oftbe excessproceeds by

cscheatment. All antagonistic and adverse interests aze all orwillbebefore the courtby proper

process~ thatall partiesnamed on the TitleReportwhohavea recorded 1ienbold interest me

impleaded here.. The reliefsought is notmerely thegiving oflega! advice ortheanswer to
. .

questionsplopounded from curiosity, but is an order directing theClerltor the Cotmty to implead

the excessproceeds into the CourtRegistry or disbursethemto theplaintiff.

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff'requests a declaration from the com awarding theex.cess

proceeds to the plain~ff, and enjoining the defendants fromasserting any rigllt, title or interest in

the excess proceeds. and suchother reliefas the Courtdeems just andpropel'.

~O\.~
-Mi~'c-bae-lF -q.-~------

Fla. BurNo. 634921
8337NW 12thSt.# 102
Miami FL 33126
Tel.: (305)463·9446
Fax: (305)513-5887
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