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Emergency Operations Center: For media partners
The Pinellas County Emergency Operations Center welcomes members of the media when county staff is preparing for an emergency. A Media Room is located adjacent to the Public Information Officer room, adjoining the EOC. The EOC is located in the Public Safety Complex, 10750 Ulmerton Road, Largo. The Sheriff’s Administration Building will serve as the main entrance and security checkpoint.

Pre-credentialed journalists with proper identification may work in designated areas before, during and after an emergency. Visitors who are not members of the media are not allowed. This includes family members.
During the storm
· The media will be provided a safe shelter during the storm.
· While the EOC provides food and snacks for those working in the EOC, including media, the food does not meet all dietary needs. If you have special dietary needs, please make your own arrangements.
· The EOC has restrooms, showers and some lockers available. Bring your own toiletries and locks. Please be aware that space is issued to EOC personnel first.
· There will be space for sleeping. The availability of cots is not guaranteed. All media should bring a small duffle bag with personal items and a sleeping bag or blanket. 

· For information, contact the Communications Department at (727) 464-4600.

EOC procedures for media during activations
· Each media representative must sign in once in the Media Room. A Communications staff member will assist, and will designate an electronic access badge that will allow access to and from the building, as well as specified areas, such as the restrooms and eating area.

· Individual media outlets will be held responsible and accountable for anyone who uses the designated electronic access badge for their organization. This is for the safety of all emergency staff, including media.
· Access badges will be turned into a Communications staff member by each media representative who ends the shift. 
· A board in the Media Room will list the names of Communications personnel working that shift. See one of the persons listed if you need assistance.

· The Communications staff has a dedicated phone line reserved for members of the media. The PIO office number is (727) 464-3820. PLEASE DO NOT RELEASE THIS NUMBER TO THE PUBLIC – RESERVE FOR YOUR USE ONLY!

· Members of the media are asked to work only in the Media Room, where there is counter space and chairs. There are some cubicles that have been assigned to local media outlets.

· Offices, including EOC personnel office space and the EOC itself are not available.

· Briefings will always be scheduled in the Media Room. The scheduled briefings will be noted on the board in the Media Room.
· Interviews will be given between briefings by the Communications staff.

· As they are released, copies of news releases and any fact sheets prepared by Communications will be placed in the Media Room for distribution..

· The 9-1-1 command center and the EOC are restricted areas.
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