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Sally Bishop

Director, Department of Emergency Management

Sally Bishop, a 20-year veteran of Emergency Management, was named director of Pinellas County Emergency Management on January 7, 2008, after serving as interim director for nearly a year. Prior to the promotion, she served for nearly two years as assistant director under former Director Gary Vickers.

Bishop’s experience is a culmination of more than two decades of emergency planning and disaster response and operations in the field.  

She had started with Pinellas County’s Emergency Management in 1986 and over the next eight years worked numerous storm, disaster and recovery efforts, including: Storm of the Century, 1993; Severe Weather Incident, 1991; Tropical Storm Keith, 1988; Hurricane Floyd, 1987; and Jones Chemical Fire, 1986.

She spearheaded the development and refinement of numerous county programs and operations, including the Hurricane Evacuation Implementation Guide, Special Needs Evacuation Program and the county’s disaster recovery operations. Bishop is credited with the co-creation of Hurricanes and Health Care, the county-health-care-agencies-attended hurricane conference, which provides critical training and information to county health providers.

With 11 years experience at the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Bishop is known for her strength and first-hand knowledge in recovery efforts.

Bishop and her team are responsible for the county’s comprehensive emergency management plans, their advancement and implementation.

