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METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

Pinellas County, Florida

❏❏ Most densely populated County 
in the State

■■ 3,270 persons/sq. mi.

❏❏ Over 95% built-out

❏❏ Constrained roadway network

❏❏ Demand for transportation 
alternatives

Need for the Pinellas Trail Loop
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Completing the Pinellas Trail Loop

❏❏ Closes 2 remaining gaps in 75-
mile Pinellas Trail Loop

■■ North Gap: ~ 7 miles

■■ South Gap: ~ 9 miles

❏❏ 4 phase, design-build project

❏❏ Project ready

■■ Design-build contract, 
simultaneous contractors (2014)

■■ Complete by 2019

❏❏ Supported by all Pinellas County 
municipalities

❏❏ Categorical exclusion (NEPA) – 
eligible 
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Creating Ladders of Opportunity

❏❏ Increasing transportation choices

❏❏ Improving economic mobility

❏❏ Within one-half mile of the 
Pinellas Trail Loop Gaps:

■■ 260,000 jobs

■■ 380,000 residents

■■ 79 schools

Major Employers are those with 
more than 100 employees.

53 Major Employers are within 
one mile of the North Gap

91 Major Employers are within 
one mile of the South Gap
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Improvements

❏❏ Pinellas County: 1,113 pedestrian 
and bicycle crashes - 2012

■■ 38% of all fatal crashes involve 
bicyclists or pedestrians

❏❏ #2 Most dangerous place for 
pedestrians in the country. 
Dangerous by Design 2014, large 
metro areas (Tampa Bay) (www.
smartgrowthamerica.org)
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Improve Access to Healthy Food Choices

❏❏ Food Desert:

■■ Over 241,000 individuals live in 
food deserts (by census tract)

■■ Census tracts with a substantial 
share of residents who are low-
income and have low levels 
of access to a grocery store or 
healthy, affordable food retail 
outlet
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Increased Mobility for Minority 
& Low Income Populations

❏❏ Environmental Justice Areas: 

■■ Census tracts with higher-than-
average minority and low-income 
populations

❏❏ Connects transit and 
environmental justice areas to:

■■ Major destinations

■■ Employment 

■■ Educational opportunities
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Multi-Modal Connection Improvements

❏❏ Enhances multi-modal 
connections, including bikes on 
buses

❏❏ Within one-half mile of the 
Pinellas Trail Loop:

■■ 42 bus routes
■■ 1,548 bus stops
■■ Nearly 7,000 bikes on buses 
per month on routes serving 
Countryside Mall

❏❏ 67% of current Pinellas Trail 
users walk/ride the Trail for 
non-recreational transportation 
purposes 

(utilitarian trips to work, school, restaurants, 
social activities, etc.)
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PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

Pinellas Trail Loop Project Financials

❏❏ Total Project Cost: $29,000,000

■■ Grant Request $16,750,000 
(57.76%)

■■ Local Match $12,250,000 (42.24%)

❏❏ Benefit, for every $1 spent

■■ Nearly $40 in the North Gap 

■■ Nearly $55 in the South Gap

❏❏ 377 Jobs Created (construction)


