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Shell Key Preserve Visitor Guide



Shell Key Preserve

The most extraordinary feature of the Preserve is

Shell Key itself, an undeveloped barrier island. This

type of ecosystem is rare in da and is critical to
the survival of a number of wildlife species that

depend on coastal systems. Some of the same nat-
ural features that attract wildlife to Shell Key also’

attract thousands of human visitors annually.

Group Permits

Visiting groups of 50 or more require a permit. To
obtain information or to obtain 2 group permit call
(727) 453-6900,

Report Abuse

Federal, State and County laws and ordinances are
enforced. To report abuse or misuse, call the
s Office at (727) 582-6200.

Pinellas County Sh

Volunteers

Volunteers assist County stalT with coastal eleanups,

educational programs, and research surveys. 1f you

wish to volunteer, call us at (727) 453-6900.

Bird Preservation Area

A protected 95-acre Bird Preservation Area has
been set aside as a sanctuary for nesting, migrating,
and wintering birds, This area extends into shallow
walers in some portions of the Preserve, so please
read the signs. Access within the Bird Preservation

Area is prohibited witheut prior authorization.

Thousands of protected migrating and wintering
shore and sea birds use the'Preserve during the
fall, winter and spring months. Nesting species
that enjoy special protection by the State include
the American oystercatcher, least tern and black
skimmer. All bird
species benefit
when humans do not
disturb them. Please
remember that we
are visitors to an

area they call home.

Help us maintain
the valuable
amenities of the
Preserve. Enjoy the
beaches, [ish the
shallows, and

watch the birds.

Belore vou leave,
take a moment to
look around and take
with you everything
you brought. This
ensures a pleasant

nce for the

exper

next visitor, which may be you.

For additiona ion,
please call us at (727) 453-6900
(727) 453-6900

Department of Environmental Management
Environmental Lands Division
3620 Fletch Haven Drive
Tarpon Springs, FL 34688

Pinellos County complies wi
accessible formats of the document, please contact the Department of
Enviranmenial Management at: [727] 464-4761/T0D (727) 464-4106
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Shell Key Preserve is a 1,755-acre
preserve, which includes a 180-acre
barrier island known as Shell Key.

The entire region is a sanctuary for

nesting, wintering, and migrating
birds, as well as a popular [ishing

and boating area. Access to Shell

mited to water vessels

Key
only and boaters should check
local tide charts before navigating
the shallow waters that lie to the

east of Shell Key.




hell Key Preserve is managed by Pinellas

County Department of Environmental }

Management’s Environmental Lands Division

- 7 « Piling =
under a plan developed with the community to ; ,
_ | il i Public Use Zones i “. ?. .
protect the natural resources while providing [—] Public Use / IS -:m

recreational use. Help us protect the Preserve's | Adhere to all State and Federal fishing

[] Restricted Public Use

[ Bird Preservation Area

barrier and mangrove islands, seagrass beds, sand regulations.
bars, and mudflats by remembering that we are
the visitors to this extraordinary place.

Camping

= Camping is allowed in the Public Use

Aquatic Use Zones
[—] Minimum Wake

General Rules

All flora and fauna are protected.

Areas only.

- Seagrass Caution - Campfires must be extinguished and the

Return shells with live animals to the

Idle Speed site cleaned up before you leave.

water, | = Bring your own sanitary facilities with
|

|
[ Internal Combustion
Engine Exclusion

Please remove all trash when you leave. i you; none are available on the island.

Hiking

. ¢ Hiking is allowed on Shell Key except in

Fireworks and weapons are prohibited
within the Preserve.

No open containers of alcohol are
allowed on Shell Key. the Bird Preservation Area, which is
Group permits are required for groups

larger than 50.

clearly posted.
= Two walk-throughs, which allow access

from the east side of Shell Key to the
Pets
* Pets are permitted in Public Use Areas only.
= Pets are not allowed on the heaches in
the Restricted Public Use Area, which is
adjacent to the Bird Preservation Area.

Gulf side, are clearly marked.
¢ Bird Preservation Pilings denote the area
where the Bird Preservation Area extends
toward the Gulf, Please walk on the west

s side of these pilings.
All pets must be under voice control or ,

on a leash at all times.

Boating

The Preserve is closed to pets during the . .
7 = Please follow signage in shallow areas.

critical bird nesting period annually from

. * Respect the posted aquatic use zones.
April 15 = June 15.

Do not block navigational routes in the
[lats, especially in the posted area on
the north end.

Do not enter the No Entry Zone located on
the cast side of Shell Key.



