
 

Residential Recycling Awareness Survey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conducted by HCP Associates on Behalf of  

Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste 

December 20, 2018 

The Content of the Survey and all Findings are the Property of Pinellas County Government. 

  



1 
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HCP ASSOCIATES, INC., hereby certifies that, except as otherwise noted in this report: 

 

1. We have no present or contemplated future interest in the project that is the subject of 

this study. 

2. We have no personal interest or bias with respect to the subject matter of this report or 

the parties involved. 

3. To the best of our knowledge and belief, the statements of fact contained in this report, 

upon which analyses, opinions, and conclusions expressed herein are based, are true and 

correct. 

4. This report sets forth all of the limiting conditions (imposed by the terms of our 

assignment or by the undersigned) affecting the analyses, opinions, and conclusions 

contained in this report. 

5. The underlying assumptions are based on present circumstances and information 

currently available. 

6. Because circumstances may change and unanticipated events may occur subsequent to 

the date of this report, the reader must evaluate the assumptions and rationale of this 

report in light of the circumstances then prevailing. 

7. The 2018 research results detailed in the attached were obtained by  

HCP ASSOCIATES, INC. and are based on an Internet survey of 885 interviews. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
HCP was engaged by the Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste to conduct its biennial Residential 

Recycling Awareness survey. The survey leveraged a mixed-medium approach to disseminate the online 

survey link to citizens. In the end, a representative sampling of 885 Pinellas County residents was analyzed 

to create the report that follows. The graphic below offers a high-level summary of the findings. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste (DSW or the Department) manages the county’s landfill, 

Waste-to-Energy facility, and numerous recycling programs. Pinellas County has one of the most advanced 

waste management systems in the Southeast region of the United States. 

Pinellas County’s landfill has approximately 538 acres of remaining permitted capacity; entering 2005, this 

was projected to last for 30 years. That same year, a height increase was permitted, which prolonged the 

viability of the landfill by an additional 30 years. Despite the height increase, recycling participation is 

crucial to reduce the amount of materials ending up in the landfill—and to not unnecessarily contribute 

to its height. One of the tasks of the Department is to help the public understand that by reducing the 

amount of waste, recycling helps extend the landfill’s lifespan. Due to many laws regarding groundwater 

in Florida, it is now prohibited for new landfills to be created. Taking proactive steps now with recycling 

efforts will add years to the landfill’s viability. 

Recycling as an industry is challenged by improper consumer practices stemming from misinformation 

and a lack of knowledge. Countries previously accepting recycling from the U.S. are now refusing due to 

“recycling contamination.” Educational outreach is ongoing by DSW, focusing on raising awareness of 

good recycling practices that reduce such contamination. 

To help inform the public of the activities underway and the residents’ important role in the process, the 

Recycling and Solid Waste Operations conducts site tours, offers speakers to present with audience-

tailored messages, hosts a variety of events located throughout the county, holds rotating events where 

they accept waste disposals, and provides numerous educational resources to the public.  

These educational resources range from videos, to activity guides and books, to publications. The 

Department publishes an annual recycling directory called “Recycle Today”, which is an extensive year-

round guide to help residents recycle correctly. It provides sites that will accept recyclable items, dates of 

tours and events, recycling facts, and information about resources Pinellas County makes available to their 

residents. The Department also has a resource called “A to Z Recycling & Disposal Guide”, which allows 

you to type in an item and responds with the proper disposal method for that item. 

DSW is held accountable for reporting various metrics and statistics. To meet these requirements as well 

as to capture data points for internal monitoring and tracking, the Department has conducted a recycling 

awareness study, dating back to the late 1980s. Results help constitute figures published in Pinellas 

County’s annual Solid Waste Management Report, data points submitted to the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection, and department dashboards used to measure trends in the effectiveness of 

their recycling programs and their recycling education efforts.  

In 2005, what had been an annual study became biennial, with the “off” year of the residential study 

offering the opportunity to field a commercial recycling awareness study. The biennial cycle of residential 

and commercial studies has been in place since that time. 

Early 2018 marked the county’s cycle of sending the contract for research services out for rebid. HCP 

participated in the bidding process and was subsequently awarded the contract. Pinellas County approved 

a four-year agreement between the Department and HCP Associates, Inc. for the provision of research 

services. HCP engaged with DSW leadership and staff to embark on the 2018 residential recycling study. 

What follows is a report of the findings.  
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METHODOLOGY 
Originally a telephonic survey, the process shifted to an online methodology to broaden participation by 

enhancing respondent convenience and access. HCP utilized an online methodology for the 2018 

residential recycling survey.  

Upon award of the contract, HCP coordinated with the Department for study background, information on 

the recycling process in Pinellas County, a meeting with the leadership and staff, and a tour of the facilities.  

During the kickoff meeting, the goal was to review the past residential questionnaire and determine what 

information from the study had been historically actionable for the team, what no longer held relevance 

and could be removed, what was crucial for current reporting requirements, and new topics of interest. 

Question by question, the group considered, “What action can the Department take from the responses 

to this question?” After the discussion, a new set of questions was drafted for review. Once DSW approved 

the survey, it was coded into an online survey platform. Following extensive testing, the survey was 

released to the public.  

Distribution is crucial to the validity of any study. During the kickoff meeting and in the weeks that 

followed, HCP developed a plan with the support of Pinellas County Communications. An in-depth 

distribution plan with tasks was formulated. In this manner, owners and deadlines helped to ensure that 

the messages were taken from a broad sampling. Methods of outreach that helped secure a 

representative sampling of Pinellas County respondents include:  

• Outreach to County’s network of incorporated and unincorporated points of contact 

• NextDoor posting with invitation to participate 

• County-wide press release 

• Weekly social media posts through County  

• Panel sample of Pinellas County residents 

• Eblast to emails on record with the Department 

• Handout cards with QR codes at mobile collection events  

• CCTV graphic on rotation 

The online survey was open to Pinellas County residents, from September 19, 2018, through October 26, 

2018. Within that six-week time period, there were over 2,000 responses.  

Prior to analysis, the team took steps to review the responses, which entailed removing incompletes, 

clearing out non-residents from the base, and deleting those who did not provide serious responses (i.e. 

nonsensical characters or off topic responses in the open-ended questions). Additionally, to ensure the 

demographics were representative of Pinellas County, measures were taken to randomly select a 

stratified sampling from the total respondent base. This was critical as the full set of 2,000 respondents 

overrepresented women and those with higher educational achievement. Upon completion of this 

process, the team began analysis of the resulting 885 responses, which represented a ±3.29% margin of 

error.  

The survey questions were categorized into five sections: the profile of the Pinellas County resident 

respondents, recycling by housing type, recycling practices, recycling preferences, and trending, where 

results from 2018 are shown side-by-side with the 2016 results.  
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STUDY FINDINGS 
The Department knows from its community outreach exercises that many Pinellas County residents 

believe they are recycling correctly and aspire to be “green” or “eco-friendly.” What they find during 

analysis of “contaminators,” the high instance of “tanglers” (improperly disposed plastic grocery bags), 

and the volume of recyclables mistakenly thrown into the garbage, is that residents are misinformed. The 

Department therefore makes efforts to include in its programs information regarding what can be 

recycled, how to prepare an item before placing in the recycling bin, and what to do with items in question.   

The residential survey helps the department benchmark current recycling participation, reasons for opting 

in or out, practices that are contributing to improper recycling, and thus ways for the Department to 

address identified knowledge gaps. 

 

Profile of Pinellas County Respondents 
The survey captured a range of respondent demographics including: age, level of education, household 
income, race/ethnicity, employment status, and the presence of children in the household. The 
respondents’ zip codes were also captured to ensure the sample size was evenly distributed and 
representative of the county. The respondents were asked how long they have lived in the county, if their 
residence is within city boundaries or in unincorporated county, and to classify their type of home. 
Responses to these demographic questions allow us to segment various groups of respondents upon 
request and also serve as a tool to ensure that the data is representative of Pinellas County as per US 
Census data.  
 
At the beginning of the survey, respondents answered a qualifying question—Do you live in Pinellas 
County? Those who did not live within the county were terminated at this point. All data shown from this 
point forward is reflective of feedback from Pinellas County residents. 

Base: Aggregate (n=885) 
 
  

100%

Do you live in Pinellas County?

Yes
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Respondents entered their zip codes, enabling a visual plot of the distribution of responses; broad 
sampling is as important to producing a valid data set as monitoring demographic representation. The 
table below shows the division of the county into four regions. These regions are consistent with divisions 
used in other Pinellas County citizen surveys. The population varies from region to region and the data 
collection goal needed to match within the margin of error. See the distribution of the respondents 
alongside the actual breakout of the county. A visual representation of the four regions is shown on the 
map below as well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zip Codes 

Location 2018 Survey Actual breakouts Representation 

Beaches 8% 5% Representative within the margin of error. 

Mid County 31% 31% Representative within the margin of error. 

North County 25% 26% Representative within the margin of error. 

South County 35% 37% Representative within the margin of error. 
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Below is a comparison of the respondent demographics that align with those reported by the US Census 
American Community Survey. Overall, the sample is representative of Pinellas County’s gender, 
race/ethnicity/minorities, and age composition, in addition to the geographical residency location of its 
citizens. The study is over-representative of households with children and under-representative of 
household incomes under $25,000. 
 

 

Demographics 

Categories 
2016  
ACS 

2018 
Survey 

Representation  

What is your gender? 

Male 48% 44% Representative within the margin of error. 

Female 52% 53% Representative within the margin of error. 

I prefer not to identify n/a 3% Representative within the margin of error. 

Do you live within a city's boundaries or in unincorporated Pinellas County? * 

City 71% 69% Representative within the margin of error. 

Unincorporated 29% 22% Representative within the margin of error. 

I don't know n/a 9% Representative within the margin of error. 

Which range describes your age? 

Under 25 9% 8% Representative within the margin of error. 

25 – 34 14% 10% Representative within the margin of error. 

35 – 44 13% 15% Representative within the margin of error. 

45 – 54 18% 17% Representative within the margin of error. 

55 – 64 19% 21% Representative within the margin of error. 

65+ 28% 28% Representative within the margin of error. 

What is your household income? 

Under $25,000 26% 14% Underrepresented of household incomes under $25,000. 

$25,000 - $49,999 27% 24% Representative within the margin of error. 

$50,000 - $74,999 18% 19% Representative within the margin of error. 

$75,000 - $99,999 11% 16% Representative within the margin of error. 

$100,000+ 19% 27% Overrepresented of household incomes over $100,000. 

What is your race/ethnicity? 

Caucasian/White 75% 75% Representative within the margin of error. 

Hispanic/Latino 9% 10% Representative within the margin of error. 

African 
American/Black 

10% 9% Representative within the margin of error. 

Asian/Pacific Islander 4% 4% Representative within the margin of error. 

Other (please specify) 2% 1% Representative within the margin of error. 

Are there children age 18 and under in your home? 

Yes 16% 23% Overrepresented of households with Children. 

No 84% 77% Underrepresented of households without Children. 

*University of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR) as the source rather than ACS 
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There were numerous demographics captured in the study that are not comparably reported by 
secondary sources. The results from respondents to these demographic questions begin below.  
 
Respondents shared their tenure within the county. Tenure among residents was high, with two-thirds 
(67%) of the respondents having lived in Pinellas County for more than six years, while just over half (53%) 
of the respondents have lived in the county for more than 11 years.  

Base: Aggregate  
 
 
Close to 1 in 5 (18%) have a high school diploma or less, approximately 1 in 10 (9%) have vocational 
training, 4 in 10 (40%) have some college and 1 in 3 (32%) have a bachelor’s degree or higher.  
 

Base: Aggregate 
  

5%

11%

16%
14%

17%

36%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

Less than 1 year 1 - 2 years 3 - 5 years 6 - 10 years 11 - 20 years 21 years or
longer

How long have you lived in Pinellas County?

10%

22%

40%

9%

16%

2%

Post-graduate studies or higher

College degree

Some college

Technical/vocational training

High school graduate or equivalent

Some high school or less

What is the highest level of schooling you have completed?
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Four-in-ten (45%) respondents are employed full-time, while one-third (34%) are retired. The remaining 
23% is made-up of those voluntarily out of the workforce, unemployed, working part-time, or have opted 
for the “other” option. Those who said “other” reported being students, self-employed, or disabled. 
 

Base: Aggregate 
 
Nearly three in four (72%) respondents reside in a single-family home, 24% live in a condo, apartment, 
duplex/triplex/quadplex, and 4% live in a manufactured or mobile home. Based upon their selected type 
of dwelling, respondents were posed questions either about curbside recycling or recycling at their 
complex. The next section goes into more detail on the differences in recycling based on housing type.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Base: Aggregate 

 
 

  

1%

3%

4%

8%

13%

72%

Other

Duplex/Triplex/Quadplex

Manufactured/Mobile home

Apartment (rental)

Condominium/Villa/Townhouse

Single-family home

What kind of dwelling do you live in?

45%

34%

10%

6%

4% 3%

What is your current employment status?

Full-time Retired Part-time Other Unemployed Voluntarily out of the workforce
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Recycling by Housing Type  
 
Those who reported living in either a single-family home or a duplex/triplex/quadplex were asked about 
their garbage collector and curbside recycling services.  
 
Residents living in multi-family housing in the form of a complex (apartment including rentals, 
manufactured/mobile homes, condominium/villa/townhome, or other) were asked about their complex’s 
recycling offerings.  
 

Base: Aggregate 

 
The graph above groups together the dwelling types into the two broad designated categories outlined 
above as multi-family and single-family. Within single family, 72% of those respondents live in a single-
family dwelling, and the other 3% either live in a duplex, triplex, or quadplex.  
 
Those comprising the multi-family dwellings are predominantly condominiums, villas, or townhouses 
(13%), followed by 8% in apartments, 4% in manufactured/mobile homes, and other (1%). The 1% of 
respondents that said “other” include college dorms and hotels. The analysis will first detail the single-
family respondents, followed by multi-family.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25%

75%

What kind of dwelling do you live in?

Multi-family Single-family
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Single-Family Respondents 
 
This section includes responses from those residing in a dwelling categorized as single-family.  
 
Those residing in a single-family home are very aware (92%) that their garbage collector offers curbside 
recycling services. The remaining 8% is made up of 6% who did not know about curbside services being 
offered and 2% who are unsure.  

Base: Single-family respondents (n=661) 

 
Nine in 10 respondents who live in a single-family home and are aware their garbage collector offers 
curbside recycling services participate in curbside recycling (92%). Those who do not participate in 
recycling, were asked, “why not?” The responses can be coded into four categories; the graph on the next 
page displays the distribution. All of the open-ended responses can be viewed in Appendix B.  

 

Base: Single-family respondents who know their collector offers curbside recycling (n=607) 
 
For those who recycle curbside (n=541), a follow-up question was posed asking why they recycle. The 
open-ended responses can be viewed in Appendix B. The overwhelming response was residents recycle 
because they want to do their part in helping the environment.  

92%

6% 2%

Did you know that your garbage collector offers curbside 
recycling services?

Yes No I don't know

92%

8%

Do you participate by recycling items curbside?

Yes No
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The 8% who are aware but do not participate in curbside recycling provided their rationales—the 
expense, the inconvenience, preference towards recycling elsewhere, or some “other” response. Those 
reporting “other” varied widely in their reasoning. Specifically, they mentioned the costs of the service, 
utilizing drop-off sites, and not generating enough recyclables for it to be worthwhile; all responses can 
be viewed within Appendix B. 

Base: Single-family respondents who are aware of curbside recycling but do not participate (n=48) 

 
Overall, considering the full base of single-family respondents, approximately 15% do not recycle curbside 
either due to a lack of awareness that the offering exists, a cost concern, inconvenience, recycling 
elsewhere, or some “other” response. 
 
 
 
 

25%

15%

33%

27%

Why don't you participate in curbside recycling?

Cost related Not worthwhile/Inconvenient Recycle at a drop-off or elsewhere Other
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Rather than asking open-endedly what people recycle curbside, the survey displayed photographs of 
items that can be properly recycled with a field to select any regularly recycled by the respondent’s 
household. Out of all the items single-family dwelling respondents recycle, cardboard (92%) is the most 
popular, followed by aluminum cans (91%), plastic (91%), and newspaper (90%). For all the items that 
respondents named within the “other” segment can be found in Appendix B.  

Base: Single-family respondents who recycle (n=561) 
 
For items in question, nearly half of the survey respondents (47%) throw the item in the trash if they are 
unsure if it is recyclable or not. The second most popular option for people (29%) is to consult Pinellas 
County’s A to Z guide. Almost one in 10 will place an item in the bin even if they are unsure. Those who 
responded with “other” (8%) will look on the recycling bin, utilize the internet to research, ask someone 
for help, or a mixture of both recycling the item and other times throwing it away. The final 4% of 
respondents will contact their County, City, or recycling collector to ask. 

Base: Single-family respondents who recycle (n=559) 

47%

29%

12%

8%
4%

When your household is unsure whether an item is recyclable, 
what do you do?

Place the item in the trash

Consult Pinellas County's A to Z Guide for
Recycling and Disposal

Place the item in the recycling bin

Other

Contact my county, city, or recycling
collector

92% 91% 91% 90% 87%

75%

11%

Cardboard Aluminum, tin, &
steel cans

Plastic bottles Newspaper,
mixed paper, &

paperboard

Glass bottles &
jars

Cartons Other

What items do you recycle curbside?
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Multi-family Respondents  
 
Within this section, respondents who live in multi-family housing were asked about their recycling habits. 
 
While garbage collectors offer recycling, not all complexes offer recycling to its residents. Just over half of 
the respondents (58%) are residing in complexes that offer the service.  
 

Base: Multi-family respondents (n=222) 

 
There is great interest within the pool of those without current complex access. Following up with the 
42% of respondents who do not have recycling available at their complex, 90% of them would participate 
if it were to become available.  
 

Base: Multi-family respondents whose complexes do not offer recycling (n=94) 

 

90%

10%

Would you recycle if the service was made available by your residence?

Yes No

58%

42%

Does your complex offer recycling?

Yes No
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There is a high level of participation among those with access at their complex. Of the 58% of respondents 
who have recycling available at their complex, 98% participate. When asked why they participate, the 
majority shared that they do so for environmental reasons or because they feel as if they are doing the 
right thing. A full list of their reasoning can be found in Appendix B. 
 
A mere 2% of respondents whose complexes offer recycling do not participate; when asked for their 
reasoning, respondents shared that they think it is inconvenient or made an unrelated comment.   

Base: Multi-family respondents whose complexes offer recycling (n=126) 
 

Residents of complexes offering recycling who are active participants were asked to share all items they 
recycle at their complex. Like those living in single-family homes, cardboard is the most recycled item 
(89%); however, multi-family residents recycle plastic bottles (85%), newspaper (85%), and aluminum 
cans (84%) less frequently than single-family residents. A list of all items named by those reporting “other” 
can be found in Appendix B. 

Base: Multi-family respondents at complexes offering recycling who participate (n=123) 

98%

2%

Do you participate by recycling at your complex?

Yes No

89%
85% 85% 84% 83%

73%

7%

Cardboard Plastic bottles Newspaper,
mixed paper,
& paperboard

Aluminum, tin
& steel cans

Glass bottles
& jars

Cartons Other

What items do you recycle at your complex?
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Habits and practices when encountering recycling uncertainty are extremely similar regardless of whether 
the recycler resides in a single or multifamily home. Almost half (45%) place the item in the trash, almost 
three in 10 (27%) consult the A to Z guide, 12% are placing the item in the recycling bin, 6% contact their 
property manager or home owner’s association, and 2% contact the county, city or recycling collector. 
Those who responded with “other” (7%) utilize the internet to research the item, ask someone for help 
or look on the item to see if it specifies whether it can be recycled or not. 

Base: Multi-family respondents at complexes offering recycling who participate (n=121) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

45%

27%

12%

7%

6%

2%

When your household is unsure whether an item is recyclable, what do 
you do?

Place the item in the trash

Consult Pinellas County's A to Z Guide for
Recycling and Disposal

Place the item in the recycling bin

Other (please specify)

Contact my property manager or HOA

Contact my county, city, or recycling
collector
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Recycling Practices  
 
With the recycling practices questions, the Department aspired to understand some of the community’s 
general habits—drop-off center usage, primary recycler in the household, how are grocery bags disposed 
of, how important is it for a business to recycle, and if money has been collected for recycling aluminum, 
steel, and or/tin cans. Within this section, the graphs reflect the entire base of respondents, regardless of 
housing type, recycling practice, or any other characteristic. 
 
The county offers 55 drop-off locations for recyclables (14 of those offer both recycling drop-off and free 
mulch pick-up; in the county there are an additional six sites that offer only free mulch pick-up). Over one-
third (36%) of the respondents are utilizing these drop-off locations, and 61% do not visit these centers. 
For those who do not utilize the county’s drop-off collection centers, reasons include: they are already 
participating in curbside or complex recycling, it is inconvenient in some way, or time consuming.  The 
verbatims to the open-ended response are available in Appendix B.  

Base: Aggregate 

 
Recycling participation by females outweighs males based upon who is the household’s most frequent 
recycler. In half of the households (51%), everyone partakes in recycling, while 1 in 4 indicated adult 
female(s) to be most frequent. Males were identified as the most frequent in 18% of responding 
households. Children were leading the charge in just 1% of households. 

Base: Aggregate 

36%

61%

3%

Do you, or members of your household, take recyclables to a drop-off 
collection center?

Yes

No

I don't know

51%

25%

18%

5% 1%

Who is (are) the most frequent recycler(s) in your household?

Everyone recycles

Adult female(s)

Adult male(s)

No one recycles

Child(ren)
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Grocery bags are a challenging item because they are recyclable but cannot be included in curbside bins. 
They become “tanglers” meaning they get tangled in the rotators, which is detrimental to the recycling 
process and can cause major delays in clearing the rotators of the trapped plastic. They are challenging 
from an educational standpoint in that they are “plastic,” which is recyclable. Due to this misconception, 
it is easy for the general public to lump them in mentally with other plastics that can be recycled in their 
bin.  
 
Responses show that just 1 in 4 (26%) are recycling the bags as directed by returning them to the store. 
It is encouraging to see that just 7% put them in their recycling bin; this is the most detrimental to the 
overall process. Just over six in 10, however, are either reusing them and then throwing them away (50%) 
or immediately throwing them away (11%). The 6% who selected “other” are not using plastic bags, or 
are using the bags for their pets, trash liners, or donate them to a place to be reused like a food pantry or 
church.  

Base: Aggregate  

 
Respondents place high-level importance on the businesses that they frequent participating in recycling 
services. Eight in ten people (81%) consider it important that businesses they frequent have recycling 
services. The remaining 19% are either unsure (9%), think it is somewhat unimportant (4%), or not at all 
important (6%).   

Base: Aggregate  

 

6%

7%

11%

26%

50%

Other

Put them in the recycling bin

Put them in the trash can

Return them to the grocery store

Reuse them for other purposes and then place in
trash can

How does your household typically dispose of plastic grocery bags?

6%

4%

9%

33%

48%

Not at all important

Somewhat unimportant

Unsure

Somewhat important

Extremely important

How important is it to you that a business you frequent has recycling 
services?
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Receiving payment for recycling cans is not a common practice among the respondents. In the past year, 
only 12% of the respondents received a payment for recycling aluminum, steel, and/or tin cans. 
   

Base: Aggregate  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

12%

88%

In the past year have you received payment for recycling aluminum, 
steel, and/or tin cans?

Yes No
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Recycling Preferences  
 
This section is made up of questions created to provide insight into the community’s recycling preferences. 
The questions include their preferred way to dispose of electronics, and two open ended questions—what 
are the best sources to find information about recycling and what information about recycling is being 
sought out by visiting the Solid Waste website.  
 
 
The Department of Solid Waste desired to gauge citizen preferences regarding recycling electronics and 
respondents expressed a majority opinion. Almost two in three (65%) prefer the free collection option 
where the county would burn electronics in a facility that converts waste into energy in a manner where 
air emissions are controlled, and metals are recovered for recycling. One in five (20%) do not have a 
preference regarding the process, 9% do not know, and 6% would prefer the county contract with a third-
party who would handle the recycling of electronic items collected (for a fee).  

Base: Aggregate  

 
 
Two more open-ended questions were asked in the survey to find out how people are accessing 
information and what type of information they are looking for. First, the survey asks, “What are the best 
sources you have used to find information about recycling?” The survey then asks, “What information 
about recycling would you seek when visiting the Solid Waste website?” All the verbatim responses are 
accessible in Appendix B. Below is a chart that shows the top words that came about in the responses. 
 
 
 
 
  

65%

20%

9%
6%

Do you have a preference regarding the way in which your 
electronics (e.g., cell phone, computer, televisions) are recycled?

Free collection

No preference

I don't know

Fee for collection
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Counts for Most Frequented Open-Ended Responses 

What are the best sources you 
have used to find information 
about recycling? 

Frequency What information about recycling 
would you seek when visiting the 
Solid Waste website? 

Frequency 

County 135 Recycling 130 

Internet 130 Recycle 122 

Website 122 Recycled 100 

Pinellas 90 Waste 47 

Recycling 68 Drop 39 

City 58 Electronics 37 

Online 57 Bin 37 

Web 41 Recyclable 36 

Google 40 Information 29 

Site 27 Locations 25 

Information 26 Paint 24 

Recycle 23 Trash 24 

Waste 21 Curbside 22 

Guide 20 Dispose 19 

Newspaper 19 Collection 18 

Sites 14 Materials 18 

Mail 13 Plastic 17 

Local 10 Hazardous 17 

Bill 9 Pickup 16 

 
By looking at individual words from the open-ended responses and the corresponding frequencies, we 

can understand what items were discussed more than others. When reviewing the open-ended responses 

to the best sources that respondents have used to find information on recycling, many named the 

County/City as a resource, in addition to online sources, guides, utility bills, newspapers, and mail.    

In addition to looking at the frequencies for individual words, the team reviewed three-word 

combinations. The six most popular phrases were: “Pinellas County website,” “county web site,” “the 

Pinellas County,” “Pinellas County web,” “from Pinellas County,” and “A to Z.” This reinforces how 

important Pinellas County and their website is as a source to obtain information. 

Based upon the counts provided, the information being sought out on the Department website is related 

to general disposal inquiries and the process of recycling—what items can be disposed of, where to recycle 

items, and how to dispose of specific items. 

When you look at the three-word combinations, the phrases that appeared together the most frequently 

were: “can be recycled,” “what can be,” “where to recycle,” “be recycled and,” “how to recycle,” and 

“items can be.” The grouping of these words supports that people are looking up what can be recycled, 

where to recycle items, and how to properly dispose/recycle items. 
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Trending 
In 2018, the survey instrument was reworked to collect more actionable data for the Department. Many 

historical questions were removed to make room for topics of current importance for the Department and 

as such, comparisons were not possible question by question to 2016 content. The following graphs display 

the data that was comparable, pinpointing two-year changes.  

Recycling curbside:  
In 2016, those who lived in a single-family home (single-family, duplex, or triplex) that specified they had 

curbside recycling were asked if they participated with recycling items curbside; 93% participated in 

2016 and 92% in 2018. There is no significant two-year change. 

 Base: Single-family with curbside recycling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

92%

8%

93%

7%

Yes No

Do you participate in curbside recycling?

2018 2016
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Why don’t you recycle curbside?  
In 2016, those who do not recycle curbside were asked why they didn’t participate with definitive reasons 

to select. In 2018, those who did not recycle curbside were asked the same question open-endedly. Those 

open-ended responses in 2018 were coded to fit the categories asked in 2016. 

Perceptions regarding service expense significantly decreased in 2018 as did inconvenience complaints. 

Additionally, fewer respondents expressed that they do not care about recycling in 2018 versus 2016, and 

fewer said they didn’t have enough recyclables to make it worthwhile. The “other” responses in 2018 

were primarily those who do not see the value with recycling, find recycling inconvenient, or think that 

the bins are too small.  

Base: Those who do not recycle curbside; in 2016 n=68 and in 2018 n=52.  

 

 

 

28%

3%

8%

11%

13%

16%

20%

29%

32%

56%

0%

0%

6%

0%

2%

4%

8%

25%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Other

Take recyclables to a buy back center

Don’t have time

Don’t think it is important/Don’t care

Think recyclables are thrown away with garbage

Inconvenient to carry multiple containers to curb

Don’t have enough recyclables to bother with

Inconvenient to separate recyclables from garbage

Service is too expensive

Why don't you recycle curbside?

2018 2016
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Drop-off Center: 
The same question was asked in 2016 and 2018, surveying all respondents regardless of their housing 

type. Over the two-year period, there was a slight, but not statistically significant increase in households 

taking recyclables to drop-off collection centers from 33% to 36%.  

Base: Aggregate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

36%

61%

3%

33%

66%

0.70%

Yes No I don't know

Do you, or members of your household, take recyclables to a drop-off 
collection center?

2018 2016
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Conclusion 
Citizens in Pinellas County care deeply about the environment. The vast majority, 89% of all respondents, 

participate in one or more modes of recycling via curbside, complex recycling and drop-off centers. When 

asked why they participate, many expressed that it was their responsibility to do so, and others referenced 

their interest in doing their part to be as environmentally friendly as possible. Respondents consistently 

point to a sense of pride in the county’s efforts to be good stewards of the environment, and they express 

great pride in being “green” or “environmentally friendly.” This positive sentiment has increased since 

2016, while fewer negative comments were made in 2018. 

The single largest impediment to reaching a higher share of recyclers in the county lies within multi-family 

housing; 9 in 10 of those respondents say they want to recycle, but only a slim majority have recycling 

capabilities at home. Indeed, among those living in such dwellings who do not recycle in any way, 81% 

indicated that they would if it were available there. This suggests that the challenges are access and 

convenience, rather than awareness. Initiatives to put pressure on those residences so that they offer at-

home recycling offer avenues to increase countywide recycling. 

While there are high levels of awareness regarding the importance of recycling, the challenge remains 

with educating the public on its specifics. Regardless of whether the resident lives in a single or multi-

family dwelling, when a resident doesn’t know how to recycle an item, approximately half throw the item 

away, some consult the A to Z Guide, and others recycle the item even if they are unsure. Styrofoam, 

restaurant containers, plastic bags, plastic packaging and junk mail were common items that respondents 

did not know how to handle.  

Plastic grocery bags remain a broad-reaching challenge. There is a major need to expand educational 

efforts on this topic. Despite increasing discussion about plastic bags, the vast majority continue to use 

them and either throw them away or improperly recycle them. Of the 61% that indicated that they throw 

plastic bags into the trash, 81% stated that they re-purposed the bags in some way before throwing them 

away – suggesting that they are opting to reuse rather than recycle and are conscious of the 

environmental impact of plastic bags. Educational efforts should target the 7% of the population that 

produce “tanglers” to educate them on the availability of plastic bag recycling at grocery stores and the 

detrimental effects of plastic bags on the recycling process. 

Whether one lives in unincorporated Pinellas County or a city impacts their participation in recycling. For 

those living in the city – although less pronounced than in 2016 – there is still the false perception that 

participating in recycling costs extra. On the other hand, there is a consistent trend of decreased recycling 

engagement among those living in unincorporated Pinellas County compared to those in the cities. A two-

message approach of “you pay already – why not recycle?" for those in cities and “here are all the locations 

of drop-off centers in the county” for those in unincorporated Pinellas County has the potential to better 

engage the entire county. 

The results are evident: recycling is important to nearly all Pinellas County residents. Although challenges 

remain regarding implementation and proper techniques, ultimately residents care about helping the 

environment.  
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A: Survey Instrument 
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Appendix B: Open-Ended Responses 
 

4. What kind of dwelling do you live in? “Other”:  

• College campus. 

• College Campus. 

• Hotel. 

• Single family run as a condo (Mainlands). 

 

7. Single-Family: Why don’t you recycle? 

• I haven't made the call to get a recycle bin.  2. I keep a 

double can in my kitchen one side for garbage and 

one side for recycle. Even though I use the blue 

recycle bags I have been told no bags allowed in 

recycling. That would mean I would have to walk to 

the recycle bin in the garage which is not convenient. 

• 1) I'm not going to pay extra for recycling. 2) The 

tiny tubs offered for recycling are ridiculous - 

would need a can the size of regular garbage can to 

make it worthwhile. 3)  The rules around what can 

and cannot be recycled are confusing at best 

• Added expense and little evidence the bulk of 

recycled product is not ending up in the landfill 

either here or in a foreign country. 

• Because I am not an idiot that thinks that recycling 

a few cans or paper is going to save the planet.  

The truth is that this program harms the planet net.  

Factoring in the trucks, containers, gas, commute 

etc. this harms the planet.  It also is a complete 

waste of taxpayer money.  The only people that 

benefit from this are the companies   involved 

including the manufacturer of the trucks and likely 

the contractors who run the operation. 

• Bins are very inconvenient as I have to sort in 

separate containers and I was charged to recycle so 

I canceled. 

• Cost extra. 

• Cost. It’s a five-minute drive to my recycling 

collection center. 

• Cost. Not included in normal service. 

• Cost. Should not have to pay to have items picked 

up to be recycled because the company picking 

them up can, and probably does resell the 

recyclables. I that is how it worked when I worked 

at a local hospital in Materials Management. We 

basically broke even, but occasionally made a 

couple of dollars. 

• Curbside pickup is too expensive. We drive them to 

a recycling center. It is much cheaper. 

• Don't generate enough recycling to justify pulling 

the can down to the curb. 

• Have a recycling bins within 1 mile of home. 

• Have requested a recycling bin 2 months ago and 

have not received one yet. 

• Have to pay extra for it. 

• I am not sorting pizza boxes from plastic. Its all or 

nothing/ I actually want the bin removed from my 

property. 

• I bring my recycling to locations and dump myself 

(plastic, glass, cardboard, paper etc.). Also dispose 

paints and electronics at county collection dates. 

Why pay when I can recycle for free. 

• I don't have a place to keep the sorted stuff and it's 

a pain...I use the bin for storage of my garden stuff. 

• I don't use trash pickup but I do take my recycle to 

my neighbors bin. 

• I have too many recyclables to fit in my blue can so 

I go to the nearby recycle container location 

several times a week. 

• I have watched truck drivers dump recycling bins in 

with garbage on multiple occasions so I think it’s a 

waste of time. 

• I live across the street from 4 h recycling. 

• I live alone, have very little to recycle, buy groceries 

once a month mostly fresh food ( no bags or boxes) 

take my own bags to the stores to bring what I buy. 

• I missed the last question. 

• I take all my recycling stuff to recycling site myself. 

• I take my recycling to a big blue bin at the Wal-

Mart parking lot for free. 

• I take my recycling to dumpsters provided by the 

county. 

• I take the things that need recycling to my job or 

my parents house. 

• I use a lot of glass, and I’ve been told that is not 

accepted for curbside recycling. 

• I used to but they kept forgetting my bin so I gave 

up. 
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• I was recycling, but a couple of times they failed to 

pick up. My next door neighbor said he had given 

up on them. 

• In unincorporated area, I have to pay to have 

pickup. 

• It is too much money but I recycle plastic and 

newspapers at my church! 

• It’s not available in my community. 

• Keep forgetting. 

• Nothing. 

• Only boxes and cardboard.  Other materials are 

cost/waste inefficient. 

• Program was not well thought out and requires a 

lot of extra effort on my part to utilize.  The county 

and city missed on in not doing single-stream with 

automated sorts at the wast-to-energy plant.  As it 

is now, we have two streams of waste, two sets of 

trucks and drivers when it could have been single-

stream, for little additional cost to county residents 

- probably net of curb-side fees we currently pay. 

• Recycle myself. 

• Take them myself to recycling dropoff. 

• They offer only tiny bins! I wished they would offer 

large blue trash cans like the city of Dunedin does. 

• They only have once a week pickup, so I just bring 

it to a nearby location. 

• They require me to sort some items and the bin 

isn't big enough and it cost more money. 

• This service was forced on us.  We are charged 

each month for this, even if we don't participate.  

All our garbage, recyclable and non-recyclable are 

sent to the same waste to energy facility.  The cost 

of this middle man pick-up is a waste of not only 

our taxpayer's money, but also the extra monthly 

bill for a service we do not use. 

• Too much to separate. Hate taking out 2 cans. 

• Use the local recycling center at John Chesnut Park. 

• We don't have real curbside in Lealman. 

• We go to recycling bins on Curlew a couple times a 

week
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8. Single-Family: Why do you choose to recycle? 

• 1.  Environmentally friendly  2.  Cost effective 

• 1. Out of habit from our previous state where 

recycling was mandatory.  2. Want to do the 

right thing for the environment  3. Convenient 

• A can was given to us for recycling and all our 

trash wouldn't fit in the other can for once a 

week pick-up. Also, it's not really inconvenient.  

However, our recycling can is ripping apart so we 

may have discontinue recycling when it can no 

longer be used. 

• Aluminum Glass paper products plastic 

• Always benefits 

• Anything and everything allowable 

• B/c it’s what I do. I don’t know how not to 

recycle. 

• Because a bin is provided to me. 

• Because I am a fat and wasteful American.  This 

makes me feel less fat and wasteful. 

• because I am charged for the service. 

• Because I believe we are responsible for the 

earth and caring for our planet. 

• Because I care about the environment 

• Because I care about the future of my kids and 

other children. 

• because I care about the planet and realize there 

would be a problem if we dont recycle 

• Because I care about the world my kids will 

inherit 

• Because I have a bin to put it in 

• Because I have the can and choose to. 

• Because I have to and its safe for the 

environment. 

• Because I love the earth 

• Because I pay for it and I think it’s good for the 

environment 

• because i pay for it every month 

• Because I want my grandchildren to have a 

better place to live and I don't like to waste 

anything. 

• Because I want to keep the environment as best 

as possible. Same reason I dont litter. 

• Because I would rather have those items that 

can be recycled be reused instead of going to a 

landfill.  It’s the right thing to do as a human 

living on this planet. 

• because it doesnt fill up the landfill 

• because it is available 

• Because it is good for the environment and for 

future generations. 

• Because it is the right thing to do 

• Because it was forced on us. 

• Because it's 'The Right Thing To Do'. 

• Because it's better for the environment and I pay 

for the service within my water bill. 

• Because it's good for the environment. 

• Because it's the right thing to do . 

• Because it's the right thing to do! Unfortunately 

Gulfport's curbside recycle program does not 

take everything. Glass for example. Must drive it 

to the neighborhood ctr! 

• Because it's the right thing to do. 

• Because it's the right thing to do. 

• Because it's the right thing to do. 

• Because it’s better than putting it any where else 

• Because it’s good for the environment.  Less 

landfill. 

• Because its wasteful to throw renewable items 

in the trash. I also compost all compostable 

garbage. I started recycling in Maryland in 1990. 

• Because this World is falling apart 

• Because we need to.... 

• Because when the incinerator does not work, 

garbage has to be buried in the landfill. I try to 

create as little garbage as possible for this 

reason. 

• Because..... 

• Becuase its a good thing to do 

• Beneficial reuse of resources; conserve landfill 

volume; reduce pollution. 

• best for environment. 

• Best idea for the environment and land fills are 

not sustainable in the long term - better address 

the issue now 

• Better environment.  Save the planet 

• Better for environment 

• Better for environment which equates to better 

for humans 

• Better for environment. 

• better for the earth 

• Better for the earth 

• Better for the ecology 

• better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment 

• Better for the environment & world 

• Better for the environment and cost effective 
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• Better for the environment, and helps our 

landfill last longer and keep it in better shape. 

• Better for the environment, less goes to the 

landfill, hopefully much of what gets tecycled 

gets re-purposed. Save on garbage bags sinc 

most goes in recycling! 

• Better for the environment, less stuff in landfills 

and less waste of precious resources 

• Better for the planet. 

• Both knowledge attained and education received 

thus far related waste and environment have 

enlightened  me.  Collectively recycling is a 

sensible.  Who in their right mind wants to live in 

an environment or surrounding ravaged with 

waste.  Local government in USA has done a 

fantastic job addressing waste along with recycle 

initiatives. 

• Bottles ,plastics,cardboard ect 

• Boxes paper cans plastic bottles 

• Cans, bottles and everything I can 

• cans, bottles, plastics, paper, cardboard 

• Cause it protects people 

• Charged a monthly fee that was not by choice. 

Wish this much attention was put to the sewer 

problem 

• Cleaner environment 

• Collected for free 

• Common sense. Reduce usage and wastage, save 

the environment. 

• Concern for environment 

• Conservation and future 

• conserve resources 

• Conserve resources. 

• Contribute to saving the environment 

• Correct behavior 

• Creates less solid waste and is better for the 

planet we all live on. 

• Cut down on waste in landfills, renewable 

sources are best. 

• cuts down on trash; hopefully helps the 

environment 

• Do my part to help the planet 

• Doing my part 

• Don't like filling up landfills 

• Don't like to waste anything 

• Duh... 

• Easy 

• eco friendly 

• Ecological 

• Enviroment 

• enviromental reasons. 

• environment 

• Environment 

• Environment 

• Environment 

• Environment 

• Environment friendly,  reusable products 

• Environmental 

• Environmental and conservation of resources 

and landfill space. 

• Environmental and to save our landfills. 

• Environmental benefits 

• Environmental benefits 

• Environmental concern. 

• Environmental concerns 

• Environmental concerns re: landfills 

• Environmental concerns. Reduction of landfill 

waste. Civic responsibility. 

• environmental conscious 

• Environmental factors 

• environmental impact 

• environmental reason's. 

• Environmental reasons 

• Environmental reasons  - protecting the planet 

• Environmental reasons and to reduce waste. 

• Environmental reasons.  Less trash 

• Environmental stewardship 

• Environmentally conscious. 

• Environmentally friendly 

• Environmentally good 

• Everybody needs to do it.  These are 

nonrenewable resources we are talking about.  It 

affects our atmosphere and the ground water 

we drink.  All plastics can be recycled, some 

easier than others.  All paper products can 

recycled.  Having worked with many different 

industries in my lifetime I can tell you that it can 

be done.  Don't let someone tell you otherwise. 

• Everything has become too disposable.  Don't 

like to see resources wasted. 

• everything possible all plastics, cans, paper 

possible 

• Everything they will pick up! 

• Everything with a triangle/number, glass  and 

paper products.  (newspapers, mail,  hand 

paper/toilet paper rolls) 

• Family goes through a lot of water and soda 

bottles weekly so we try to cycle 

• Foe the environment 

• For a good future 

• For environmental reasons 

• For my children's future, reduce landfill, reduce 

energy consumption. 

• For our planet earth 

• For the  environment 

• for the environment 
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• For the environment 

• For the environment 

• For the environment 

• For the environment 

• For the environment (to conserve our natural 

resources), to help reduce the pollution caused 

by waste and less need for more landfills, to help 

create jobs in the recycling and manufacturing 

industries and for a better earth which our 

future generations can enjoy and many other 

reasons... 

• For the environment & my duty. 

• For the environment and its the right thing to do 

• For the environment and to avoid extra waste in 

landfills. 

• For the environment, to reduce waste 

• For the environment. For our future 

• For the environment. Less stuff to the landfill 

• For the good of our planet. 

• For the good of the Planet and my fellow human 

beings 

• For the planet 

• For the wellbeing of the environment and my 

grandchildrens future 

• From an environmental and humanistic 

viewpoint it makes sense.  Lately I have concern 

that from an economical sense it may not be a 

reasonable choice as opposed to burning all 

trash at plant that generates electric power. 

• Future generations 

• glass, plastic, cans. 

• glass, plastic, paper, cardboard, cans 

• good for enviroment 

• good for environment 

• Good for our planet 

• Good for planet 

• Good for the environmenenvironment, reduced 

garbage waste. 

• good for the environment 

• good for the environment 

• good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Good for the environment, good for the City 

• Good for the environment. 

• Good for the environment.  Curbside is more 

convenient than driving to the large containers 

up the road. 

• Good for the planet. 

• Good for the planet. Hopefully making some 

money for the county. It's the right thing to do. 

• Good to reuse 

• Great app love it 

• Green 

• guilt 

• Hate the waste, for the environment 

• Have been provided with the container and put 

it to good use.  Seems like we have more recycle 

than regular trash. 

• Have more in the recycle bin than in the trash 

each week. 

• Healthier for the environment.  Why not 

recycle?! 

• help environment 

• Help environment 

• Help environment 

• Help reduce load on environmental assets. 

• help reduce waste 

• Help save the environment 

• Help the environment 

• Help the environment 

• Help the environment 

• Help the environment 

• Help the environment 

• Help the environment 

• Help the environment and limit trash in the 

landfill. 

• Help the environment, reduce waste. 

• Help the environment, reduction of plastic in the 

ocean, financial gains for the community, 

• Help the environment. 

• Help the planet 

• Helping the environment 

• helps environment 

• Helps environment 

• helps our enviroment 

• Helps the environment 

• Helps the environment 

• Helps the environment.  Reduces our amount of 

trash. 

• Helps the environment. I want to contribute to 

less waste. 

• Helps the planet, less trash and because it’s easy 

• Helps with the refuse amount 

• I am a conservative. It is important not fill up our 

land fills with items that can be recycled. 

• I am a good citizen! Want to save our planet! 

• I am Japanese (born and raised in Japan) and 

over there recycling is very common and 

traditional things to do so I’m teaching my 

children daily because it’s one of the important 

part of my culture. So I believe all the sources 
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that is able to recycle should stay in that circle so 

that unnecessary waste will be less. You’ll be 

surprise how much stuff is recyclable when you 

correct them. 

• I believe in repurposing 

• I believe it is better for the environment and 

makes less trash. 

• I believe it is critical to help reduce filling the 

land fill area with items that can be processed 

for reuse.  The use of plastics must be reduced 

beginning yesterday! 

• I can not for the life of me understand why 

anyone wouldn't 

• I care about our future 

• I care about the environment. 

• I care about the environment. It's logical. It saves 

money. 

• I care about the planet ! I pick up trash 

everywhere I go. 

• I care for the planet and wish to reduce the 

amount of waste material that must be disposed 

of and cannot be recycled. 

• I care greatly about protecting the environment 

and our resources. 

• I choose to recycle because its good for the 

environment 

• I didn't choose to.  The city takes money out 

regardless if you recycle or not. So I do it 

because they already charge me 

• I do it because I believe in the long run, it is 

beneficial, both to the environment and to a 

decreased amount of trash that ends up in 

landfills. 

• I don't 

• I expect but question where the recycled 

material actually goes. Since it single stream with 

Waste Management, it appears to he unsorted 

and treated as regular garbage. Too much of 

what use is single use plastic. With over 7 billion 

people on the planet we MUST conserve our 

resources 

• I feel everyone should do their part in cleaning 

the universe. 

• I feel it is better for the environment to reduce, 

recycle and reuse whatever we can! 

• I feel it is VERY important to recycle. I'm 

passionate about trying to do what ever I can to 

cut down on the waste that is dumped. 

• I feel like I have to do my part in the world 

• I feel like it the right thing to do. 

• I feel like it would help our environment 

• I feel that more can be done to eliminate 

traditional waste. Recycling is absolutely needed. 

• I found that most of my trash is recyclable.  Can 

make a big difference. 

• I hate to waste things. I want to help out 

environment. 

• I hate waste.  Landfills are limited.  It's the right 

thing to do. 

• I have been a hard core recycler for over 30 

years!  I worry about Mother Earth and how 

were are destroying our planet! 

• I have grandkids that I want to have a livable 

planet. 

• I have recycled for as long as it was available, 

here and before that in Ohio. It is important for 

us to do this. It should be mandatory. 

• I have the bin, so cardboard gets recycled. 

because it does not fit in my garbage can 

• I hope that it is doing some good for the 

environment. 

• I like the idea of things being reused instead of 

sitting in the dump 

• I like to do what I can to help the environment 

and be a responsible citizen.  Also; with City of 

Clearwater only offering once a week trash 

service; I have to recycle since there wouldn't be 

enough room in my trash can for all of the 

waste.  My family generally fills up both bins 2/3 

full to completely full every week. 

• I love it here. Worried why so many people don't 

• I might as well recycle if I'm going to dispose of 

certain items.  It's a convenience. 

• I recently have recycled paper towels and water 

bottles and much more like shampoo for the 

environment 

• I recycle because its a shame to throw away 

used items (plastic bottles, glass jars, aluminum 

cans, etc) that can be restructured for use and it 

decreases my garbage output by half to three 

quarters. 

• i recycle because of the great cause it is in. 

• I recycle everything I can for the health of the 

earth and my children’s future 

• I think it's good for the environment, and since I 

already have a recycling bin there's no excuse 

not to. 

• I think its the right thing to do for the 

environment 

• I used to think it was the right thing to do with 

regard to our resources.  However, now I hear 

that the City of Clearwater SPENDS over 

$1,000,000 a year to dispose of recyclables.  

With that in mind, I'm beginning to wonder, 

"Why bother."  My understanding is that 
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cardboard is the only recyclable that presently 

makes money. 

• I want to create less trash. 

• I want to do what’s right for the planet, reduce 

my footprint, and leave a better place for future 

generations 

• I want to help save the environment. 

• I want to help save the planet 

• I want to help the environment 

• I want to improve the environment. 

• I was in a recycling career for 34 years 

• I'm paying for it and service is easy to use. 

• I’d rather see usable materials recycled than 

trashed. 

• If I am forced to pay for it I am sure going to do 

it!  I would not otherwise. 

• Important for environment, landfill is running 

out, etc. 

• Important for the environment. Should help with 

cost control of remaining garbage handling. 

• Important to help stop ruining the environment. 

We pay through the nose for it whether we do it 

or not. 

• It always helps 

• It better for way environment if one recycles. 

• It cuts down on garbage 

• It good for the environment 

• It help with pollution in our world and makes a 

difference 

• It helps americas future 

• it helps the community 

• it helps the earth 

• it helps the environment 

• it helps the environment 

• It helps the environment and creates jobs 

• It helps the environment. I would like to see 

recycling go to the next level...nothing goes to 

waste. 

• It is a benefit to the environment for future 

generations 

• It is a majority of my waste 

• It is an easy effort which reduces landfill waste 

and re-utilizes resources otherwise wasted. 

• It is better for the earth homies 

• It is better for the environment 

• It is convenient. And I believe in it. 

• It is critical to our health and earth. 

• It is easy to do so why not?  Seems wasteful not 

to. 

• It is environmentally friendly and I really try to 

set a good example for my children and 

neighbors. 

• It is environmentally responsible 

• it is extremely important to our environment.  

ALL the Trailer parks need to HAVE it!!!  I lived at 

Lake Haven before and very few people 

bothered.  s/b mandatory!! 

• It is supposed to help keep the landfills from 

being filled with plastic especially 

• it is the responsible thing to do 

• It is the responsible way to manage valuable 

resources, and better for the future of the 

planet. 

• It is the right thing to do for our planet . 

• It is the smart choice. 

• It keeps stuff out of the landfill. 

• It makes sense. I like having a smaller footprint. 

• It reduces the amount of trash in landfills. It 

helps the environment and it help teach my 

children about the environment 

• It saves natural resources and many things can 

be used again. 

• It saves the earth 

• It seems like the responsible thing to do and the 

City of Largo makes it convenient. 

• It's a "feel good" activity. I don't expect it to 

really make a difference and I'm aware that most 

programs loose money. 

• It's a great habit to instill in our kids. For our 

future. For their future. For our environment. 

Every little bit helps. 

• It's been the right thing to do for many years 

• It's better for the environment and it's easy! 

• It's better for the environment. 

• It's convenient 

• It's good for environment and city gets money. 

• It's good for the environment 

• It's good for the environment. 

• It's the most efficient way to prevent material 

from going into the landfill or the ocean 

• It's the right thing for the planet.  I wish we had 

larger recycle bins. 

• it's the right thing to do 

• It's the right thing to do 

• It's the right thing to do 

• It's the right thing to do 

• It's the right thing to do and it's easy. 

• it's the right thing to do with regard to the 

environment 

• It's the right thing to do.  It's simple with a single 

source garbage can and it makes me feel good. 

• It's truly the best way. 

• It’s a commitment to the future for me, my 

grandchildren- everyone. 

• It’s better for the plant and I like to reuse stuff 

anyways 
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• It’s easy to do and it makes sense. The less we 

put into landfills the better and most definitely 

the less plastic that makes it’s way into our 

oceans the better. 

• It’s environmentally effective 

• It’s good for the enviroment 

• It’s good for the environment 

• It’s good for the environment. 

• It’s good for the planet 

• It’s good to do 

• It’s great for the environment 

• It’s important to take care of our planet. There’s 

too much garbage and waste. 

• It’s the responsible thing to do to stop landfill 

craziness. 

• It’s the right thing to do 

• It’s the right thing to do! 

• It’s the right thing to do. 

• Its easy 

• Its the bare minimum we can do for our planet 

and future 

• Its the right thing to do for our environment! 

Wish everyone would use it. Our neighbor uses 

his for storage of junk. Only at the curb one time 

since the bins were delivered. 

• Just an old hippie......I have lived in Canada, 

England, and Italy any it's a way of life to recycle.   

America is probably the most wasteful country in 

the world. 

• Just do 

• Keep it out of the landfill 

• keep plastic and glass out of landfill 

• Keep the environment clean 

• Keeps recyclables out of dumps. 

• Land (particularly in Pinellas County) is a capped 

recourse - we can't just "create" more of it.   The 

less land used for bags of trash, the better off we 

are in the future.   In addition, the savings on 

forestry (recycled paper) and fuel used in 

manufacturing (recycled glass and plastic) are 

both economically efficient and futher help keep 

our air clean. 

• Less garbage; more room in garbage can. Better 

for the environment. It's easier here than where 

we lived before. 

• Less going to landfill. 

• Less in landfills 

• less landfill. better to find ways to reuse 

• Less non biodegrable garbage in landfills 

• Less trash in landfills 

• Less waste 

• Less waste 

• Less waste in the landfill 

• Like the extra can and want to help the 

environment. 

• Like to recycle and save space in our landfill 

• Love recycling 

• Makes sense 

• Michael recycle 

• Michael recycle 

• Michael recycle 

• Minimize filling up land fills 

• newspaper, boxes, some plastics, paper 

products, cans, bottles, plastic beverage bottles 

• Newspaper, plastic, glass, cardboard 

• No plastics ending up in the water 

• Not as much in the land fill 

• Numerous reasons too long to write here 

• organic Waste recycle 

• Our concern about the future of the planet and 

it makes good sense. 

• Our family feels the planet & our future 

generations deserve to thrive, not exist with 

toxins and tons of garbage polluting our precious 

ecosystem. 

• Our planet has a finite amount of space, so we 

try to recycle ALL recyclable items to help our 

planet, and to ensure the world is a pleasant 

place for our 17-year old daughter's future. 

• Paper glass and plastics 

• Paper, cardboard, aluminum, glass 

• paper, plastic, batteries 

• paper,glass, plastic containers, cardboard boxes 

• Part of living have been recycling here and other 

states for over 30 years. This is what we should 

be doing. 

• Plastic 1-7, cardboard, glass, aluminum, paper 

• Plastic, glass, cans, paper, cardboard 

• Plastic, glass, cardboard, paper, junk mail, cans, 

anything the company will accept. 

• Plastic, glass, metal cans, paper and card board 

• plastics, metals, papers, glass 

• Polystyrene Foam Cups or Containers 

• Positive environmental impact; safety to animals 

that can affected by items just thrown out in 

waterways or on land. 

• Protect the earth 

• Protect the environment 

• Protect the environment 

• Protect the environment, reuse appropriate  

products, and reduce landfills. 

• Recycle is my favorite games 

• Recycling is a good habit 

• Recycling is an easy way to keep our waste levels 

down. 
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• Recycling is an opportunity to reduce the landfill 

sites and repurpose materials.  We have become 

a disposable society without thought of the 

impact on our natural resources 

• Recycling is better for the environment, 

conserves resources, and reduces pollution and 

landfill use. 

• Recycling is good for the environment and for 

the people. Wasting material and polluting is 

unethical and irresponsible 

• Recycling is good habit 

• Recycling is more environmentally responsible 

than landfills. 

• Recycling keeps the environment healthy 

• Recycling preserves the Earth's resources. 

• Recycling reduces land-fill material. 

• Reduce the waste footprint. 

• reduce trash in regular garbage pickup, save city 

money,    help protect enviralment 

• Reduce waste 

• Reduce waste 

• Reduce waste and carbon footprint! 

• Reduce waste and save our natural resources 

• Reduce waste pressure 

• Reduce waste, protect the environment & reuse 

our resources 

• Reduce waste. 

• Reduce, reuse, recycle.  Makes sense to me. 

• Reduces waste and better for the environment 

• Renewable material, be less wasteful and 

lowering imprint on planet 

• Researchers have discovered that city planning is 

essential for environmental sustainability in 

urban spaces.  A report published by MIT's 

Department of Planning and Urban Studies 

Department showed that cities built using a 

long-term master plan have 23% less carbon 

emissions than cities without a long-term plan.  

Planned cities are better prepared for population 

expansion, which causes reduced traffic 

congestion and a drop in carbon emissions.  As a 

result, planned cities also have notably better air 

quality, and 12% fewer new asthma diagnoses. 

• Right thing to do 

• Right thing to do for our planet, animals, and 

future generations. Also it saves room in the 

garbage bin so I don’t have to pay for 2 garbage 

bins. Haha! 

• right thing to do. 

• Right thing to do. 

• Right thing to do. 

• Safe the planet 

• Save environment 

• Save environment 

• save land fills space and reuse of items recycle 

• Save on landfill and better for the environment. 

• Save our earth 

• Save the Earth 

• save the earth, reduce the wastage in the world 

and be a help in this movement 

• Save the environment. 

• save the planet 

• save the planet 

• Save the planet 

• Save the planet, reduce waste & feel better 

about myself 

• Save the planet. 

• Save the planet. Everyone should recycle. 

Reduce cutting down trees. Resuse already made 

materials. Keep things out of landfills. 

• Saves plastic to re use 

• Seems to be mandatory. 

• Silly Question.  We are both educated and know 

the benefits of recycling 

• Suppose to safe us money 

• The can doesn't smell as bad as the garbage can 

and can be kept closer to the house.  I am lazy. 

• The dumps are filled and I hate to see others 

started.  I am hoping to help keep that from 

happening PLUS, when I am looking for an item 

and I can find it made from recycle, THAT is the 

one I will purchase! 

• the environment 

• The environment 

• The main reason that I like to recycle is because 

it only makes sense. In business, I am always 

looking for efficiencies and ways to reduce 

wasted efforts. We cannot afford to waste time 

as time is money. In a similar way that 

businesses cannot afford to waste resources, a 

society cannot afford to waste either time, 

materials or resources as all are limited and 

scarce.  I am a big believer in reuse and re-

purpose, have been since the 1970's.    The City 

of Dunedin makes recycling easy by providing a 

single large recycling container and weekly 

pickups. I just recently requested a larger 

recycling bin.  The single stream recycling is the 

best as we now contribute over 85% of our 

household waste to the recycling bin.  Our 

garbage that goes to the land fill is reduced, it's a 

win-win.    We should ask ourselves one simple 

question when deciding to throw something in 

the garbage; 1. Can this item be recycled? If not, 

why not? 
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• The previous owners were partaking in the 

program so we continued.  It has expanded since 

we have lived here. 

• The right thing to do 

• The right thing to do 

• The right thing to do 

• This is just a small step towards cleaning up our 

environment 

• To avoid adding more waste to our waters and 

landfill. Renewable energy. Less wasteful. 

• To avoid filling landfills, allow necessary products 

to be made without requiring additional 

resources. 

• To be a good environmental steward. 

• To be environmentally responsible 

• to be green 

• To Conserve resources, saves me money because 

it is less expensive than a second trash can. 

• To converse natural resources. 

• To do my part for the environment and reuse as 

many products as possible 

• To do my part in helping the environment. It’s he 

responsible thing to do 

• To do my part to help with environment & not 

fill landfill with things that can be recycled 

• to ease landfills loads... 

• To feel that I'm doing my part to help the 

environment. 

• to get more money 

• To help earth 

• To help keep things out of landfills. 

• To help lesson our impact on the environment. 

• To help make the landfill last longer and save the 

planet 

• To help our environment 

• To help our natural resources 

• To help out 

• To help protect and preserve our shared habitat 

and resources. 

• To help reduce waste and help keep the 

environment cleaner. And we are running out of 

space to pile all the trash. 

• To help reduce waste in landfills 

• To help resources last longer. 

• To help save our environment, to recycle and 

reuse 

• To help the cause 

• To help the emvironment by reducing landfill 

waste. 

• to help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment and cut down on our 

waste. 

• To help the environment and reduce solid waste 

disposal costs 

• To help the environment. 

• To help the environment...hopefully 

• To help the planet 

• to help the planet! 

• To help with the economy. 

• To keep extra waste out of the dump site. 

• To keep from throwing stuff away, would rather 

recycle aluminum, glass & plastic instead of 

making more & more trash 

• to keep items from going to the landfill 

• To keep items out of the landfill and to help 

protect future generations from harm. 

• To keep some waste out of landfills 

• to keep the environment clean 

• To keep trash out of landfills, reuse waste, and 

save the earth. 

• to not keep filling land fills 

• to not reuse/recycle is waste-ful on many levels. 

• To participate in a program that will recycle and 

not throw away.  To protect the earth. 

• To protect the environment 

• To protect what I can of our environment. 

• To reduce material in the landfill stream. 

• To reduce the amount of garbage being 

generated and sent into the landfills or our 

oceans. 

• To reduce the amount of waste going into land 

fill 

• To reduce the amount of waste that needs to be 

disposed of, particularly in landfills. 

• To reduce the volume of trash and create less 

waste. 

• To reduce trash 

• To reduce trash going to landfills. 

• to reduce waste and extend life of the landfill 

• to reduce waste and help enviroment 

• To reduce waste in landfill 

• To reduce waste in landfills. 

• To reduce waste sent to landfills, and to keep 

plastics out of the environment 

• to renew the city 

• To save environment and reduce pollution 

• To save our environment. 

• To save our landfills from overflowing 
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• To save the earth! Hate to throw things in the 

trash if I don't have to. Trying to make the earth 

better for my grandkids 

• To save the earth. Consumers use way too much 

plastic. 

• to save the planet and make money 

• To take the strain off landfills. 

• To the save the world. 

• To try to reduce waste 

• Trying to help our planet, Earth.  I would hope 

that my recycled goods get reused instead of 

ending up in the landfill. 

• Trying to help save out world 

• trying to help this country and it future 

generations 

• Trying to save the earth and environment from 

extension. 

• Very important to repurpose enormous amounts 

of waste of solid materials -metals, plastic, paper 

• Want my grandkids to have a safe environment 

• Waste less of the Earth's recourses. 

• Waste Management has large recycling cans 

making it easy and neat. I am not wasteful and 

have recycled even when i had to drive to drop 

off. But Curbside is better! 

• We do our best to be 'green' 

• We know it is the right thing to do.  We are 

amazed as to how much of what we discard can 

be recycled. 

• We recycle only products that have value. No 

glass or higher # plastics. 

• WELL IS A GOOD WAY TO HELP MANTEIN THE 

ENVIROMENT CLEAN 

• Well it cuts down on my regular trash. I know its 

good for the environment plus we are being 

charged for it! So we use it. 

• Why be wasteful?  If something can be recycled 

for reuse it makes sense to take advantage of 

the opportunity. 

• Why not?! 

• Why not. It's good for the environment. Easy to 

do. 

• Why not...I’m paying for it 

• wife makes me 

• wish to reduce garage 

• YES 

  



52 
 

9. Single-Family: What item(s) do you recycle curbside? “Other”:  

• Any item with a recycling symbol. 

• Anything that has the recycle triangle on it. 

• Anything with good # on bottom. 

• Berry clamshells with a number 1recycle code 

(PET). 

• blank 

• Can't see images!!! 

• Car batteries 

• Card board boxes 

• Glass goes to a central location... we haul to 

neighborhood center. 

• Glass I have to take to recycling drop off 

• glass I take to local recycling center 

• Glass we take to center, as our program does not 

accept glass. 

• Grocery bags taken back to publix 

• I recycle paper bags elsewhere 

• I take plastic bags and egg cartons to the bins at 

the grocery store. 

• I take plastic bags and styro egg cartons to a 

collect point too. 

• If it has a recycling symbol 

• Impact paper (junk mail) and anything that has 

the recycling logo on it.  I use three large 

garbage cans. 

• inner rolls of paper towels/toilet paper 

• items marked with the recycling triangle 

• Junk mail 

• Junk mail flyers catalogs 

• magazines, catalogs, phonebook directories, 

greeting cards, office paper 

• Non styrofoam egg cartons and marked 

recyclable plastic containers 

• none 

• Other metals, Petroleum products other than 

plastic (not with curbside pick up),  Electronics, 

extra paint can be mixed and reused and works 

well. 

• Our company no longer takes glass 

• Paper food take away boxes 

• paper towels and the like 

• paper, junk mail, paper/ cardboard food 

containers 

• plastic 

• Plastic bags 

• Plastic bags 

• Plastic bags 

• plastic bags , paper towels, water bottles 

• Plastic bags (groceries) 

• plastic bags at the grocery 

• Plastic bags or sheets 

• Plastic bags, Styrofoam food containers, 

Styrofoam packing mayerial 

• Plastic bagsgo back to the store. 

• plastic cat litter containers, shredded papers 

• Plastic clamshells (fruit packaging), plastic milk 

jugs 

• plastic containers, brown packing paper 

• Plastic disposable containers 

• Plastic grocery bags are taken to Publix and put 

in the appropriate recycle bin. 

• Plastic grocery bags, yard waste, old batteries 

• plastic packaging 

• Plastic water bottles 

• Plastic water bottles 

• plastic water bottles and containers 

• plastics 

• plastics 1-7 

• Platice 

• printer cartridges (Office Depot), textiles (H & M 

program), packing materials (UPS Store) 

• recycle plastic bags and egg cartons at Publix. I 

also love the swap shop. 

• Stuff that should be recycled 

• styrofoam 

• Take recyclable styrofoam and plastic bags to 

Publix containers 

• used printer paper and notebook paper 

• Vegetable peels ji 

• water bottles 

• Water bottles 

• We bring plastic bags and Styrofoam to drop off 

sites 

• We take our paper to our church because we get 

$ for recycling paper.  Our curbside does not 

take glass so I take them to a county recycle bin 
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10. Single-Family: When your household is unsure whether an item is recyclable, what do you do? 

• Ask City 

• Ask my partner whom is passionate about 

recycling 

• check for electronic or chemical recycles 

• Check for the triangle somewhere on the item. 

• Check item then google 

• Check labeling on container 

• Check online 

• Check the bottom of containers 

• Check the guide on the lid of the recycle bin 

• Check the recycling pamphlet from the recycling 

collector. 

• Check with my neighbor and then the guide 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google it 

• I follow the recycling instructions on the 

container. If I don't see a recycling logo, I throw 

it in the trash. 

• I know what is recycling & not! 

• I know what is to be recycled and what isn't. 25+ 

years experience. I am passionate about 

recycling. 

• i know what to do 

• I take foam containers and plastic bags to Publix 

to where they recycle them. 

• I usually know 

• If it's an item that I know is recyclable but my 

garbage company doesn't take it, I take it to 

Largo's recycling center. 

• if it's plastic bags, wrapping, Styrofoam or 

otherwise i bag it and drop it at the publix 

recycling bins 

• If no recycling symbol is on the bottom we put it 

in the trash 

• look at the diagram on the top of the blue bin 

• Look at the list on my recycling bin. 

• Look for recycle code on product. 

• Look for recycling symbol on product 

• Look for the recycle symbol 

• Look for the recycling logo or take to the 

recycling plant! 

• look on the lid of our recycle trash bin at the list 

• look on the recycle bin 

• Never unsure 

• Online research 

• Place in bin next to recycle bin 

• place in trash, or look at label on recycling bin 

• Read the top of the trash container 

• Refer to instructions st Pete collects 

• Research 

• Research online 

• Sometimes trash OR recycle bin 

• Sometimes trash sometimes recycl 

• Thoroughly check the material for a recycling 

triangle. If not found, it goes in the trash 

• Use my best guess between trash and recycle 

• Use the label on top of the recycling container - 

if still not sure I throw in trash. 

• Would like more clarification on other items 

 

14. Multi-Family: Why don’t you recycle? 

• I am working on other volunteer programs. 

• I would like to and hope Pinellas county makes it 

mandatory 

• inconvenient, have to take recycling to a drop off 

site in the complex.  It could be added to the 

garbage room, so that we could dispose and 

recycle at the same location. 
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15. Multi-Family: Why do you choose to recycle? 

• 80% of my trash is recyclable. 

• Because it is important and it will be helpful to 

the earth 

• Better clean up 

• Better for environment 

• Better for environment 

• Better for our environment 

• Cardboard, aluminum materials, glass 

• Concern for the environment. 

• Conserve Energy - reduce the landfill 

• Conserve our natural resources 

• Earth friendly 

• Enviroment and the right thing to do 

• Environment 

• Environment 

• Environmental 

• Environmental 

• Environmental 

• Environmental sustainability 

• For the environment 

• For the environment 

• For the environment 

• For the environment 

• For the environment & because it's easy to do 

• For the environment and cut waste 

• Good for environment 

• good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Good for the environment 

• Great for environment 

• Have always been concerned and loved the 

environment...our earth 

• Help do my part. 

• Help save the planet, and i believe in reusing. 

Why waste money hiying new containers when 

you can clean them and reuse them for other 

things. 

• I believe it is the right thing to do 

• I choose to recycle because it is a little 

contribution that can help the environment. 

• I choose to recycle because it's somewhat helps 

the environment 

• I choose to recycle for the greater good of the 

community. 

• I do not accept wasting that that can be reused 

• I don't believe in being wasteful. 

• I feel it is my obligation to protect the 

environment for generations to come 

• i have no idea 

• I have recycled for 30 years. I want to do what I 

can for the future. 

• I hear that its good for the enviornment. 

• I love mother nature and want her for my next 

generations! 

• I think it is important to reuse everything 

possible to eliminate the major land fills. 

• I think it is the best way.  Reuse what we can and 

cut down on what goes to the landfill. 

• I want our earth to stay green 

• If you or I make that decision and choose 

recycling. 

• It helps keep material out of the landfill which 

can be recycled and reused. 

• It helps prevent waste, also helps the 

environment from cluttering the natural 

resources and helps the animals too. 

• It helps protect earth 

• It helps the environment 

• It helps to reduce the amount of trash in our 

area 

• It is better for our environment 

• It is better for the environment and our future.  

Sadly, on Top of the World frequently makes 

their recycle cans impossible for disabled seniors 

to get anything into them. 

• It is easy to do and good for our environment. 

• It is good thing 

• It is probably a waste of time and costs Pinellas 

to do it, but they want to do it. 

• it lessens the amount of trash that clutters this 

earth. Was surprised to see they deleted glass 

from the list!! 

• It's better for the environment 

• It's good environment 

• It's good for the environment 

• It's good for the environment. 

• It's the correct thing to do & is way overdue. 

• It's the right thing to do! 

• It's the right thing to do. 

• It's the smart thing to do for our environment. 

• it’s good for the environment 

• It’s good for the environment 

• just needs to be 

• Less trash ends up in landfill 

• Less waste in the landfill, I can use smaller trash 

bags for the regular garbage, and it is easy to do. 

• Like to save the dumping sites so our grandkids 

don't have tons of waste that won't 

disintergrate. 

• Lived in West Germany 75-84 & they were 

recycling back then so we taught our children to 

recycle as it is the right thing to do & the landfills 
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will eventually fill up especially in the Pinellas 

County area! AND I RESPECT Mother Earth! 

• Newspaper, bottles, folded boxes plastic 

containers 

• Paper 

• Plastic Bottle water and sodas 

• preservation of limited natural resources; and 

maintaining a somewhat clean environment. 

• Protect environment 

• Recycling program can help residents & 

businesses meet their sustainability goals. 

• Reduce landfill amount 

• Reduce my carbon footprint, there’s too much 

waste. We need more earth friendly ways to get 

rid of trash, Europe does a great job 

• Reduction of waste, helps prompt me to reduce 

using single use products 

• Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle 

• Save energy and the earth. 

• Save energy/conserve resources 

• Save on trash 

• Save planet recourses. 

• Save the environment 

• Saves space in landfills..provides jobs..saves 

resources 

• Saves the earth 

• Silly question 

• Smart 

• So I do not fill up the landfills. 

• Survival of the species 

• to do my part in help to save the environment 

for the next generaton 

• To help lower the amount of waste going to 

landfills. 

• To help our planet and conserve resources 

• To help prevent waste 

• To help save the environment 

• To help the enviroment 

• to help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment 

• To help the environment. 

• To help with the environmental impact 

• To keep my home clean and healthy as possible 

• To keep reusable resources out of landfills. To 

cut down on trash that will not biodegrade for 

many years,  if ever. 

• To keep things out landfills 

• To make the earth look better 

• To protect our environment 

• To protect our environment 

• to protect resources 

• To recycle as much as much as possible 

• Trying to do my part 

• Trying to reduce landfill 

• Very important for our environment 

• Where I’ve. 

• You I can get a good time and I’ll try 

 

16. Multi-Family: What item(s) do you recycle at your complex? “Other”: 

• anything marked recyclable 

• Anything that has a recycling symbol really, 

except plastic bags. 

• anything that has the recycling seal 

• Anything with a recycle logo on it 

• Electronics when we can at a location near by 

• I take things to the landfill & recycle paint & such 

• I'm just not sure which cans and container are 

recyclable 

• Item D until told not to recycle 

• Paper envelopes and junk mail 

 

17. Multi-Family:  

       When your household is unsure whether an item is recyclable, what do you do? “Other”: 

• County internet sitr if not on A-Z guide 

• look for the recycling seal, if not there I put in 

trash 

• Look it up online 

• Published instructions are followed. 

• Refer to the recycling literature I obtained. 

• research 

• Research on google 

• The park has a small categories list. I just go by 

that. 
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19: Why don’t you or members of your household take recyclables to a drop-off collection center? 

• we have curbside service 

• don't have to 

• -gas 

• ? 

• a once or twice a month pickup of certain toxic 

items is requested... 

• all covered by curb side pickup 

• All gets picked up curbside 

• All goes curbside 

• all recyclables fit in bin 

• at the complex 

• Bec as use I have curbside pick up 

• Becaue we have curbside recycling. 

• Because 

• because i did not know we had one 

• Because I have curbside service 

• Because I live in the city limits of St. Petersburg, 

and they do the alley blue dumpster pick-up 

service.  Before St. Pete started did so, then I used 

the drop-off sites. 

• Because I put all my recycling into my recycll bin 

• Because I use city recycle pick up service. 

• Because it causes a lot of money 

• Because it is a waste of time, effort and money. 

• Because it is picked up curb side 

• Because it is picked up curbside 

• Because it’s picked up at the house 

• because nobody has time for that 

• Because of curbside recycling 

• Because our garbage service picks it up at the curb.  

Will take hazardous waste to a facility when 

needed. 

• Because the city has curbside recycling, which as 

far as I know is a separate function from garbage 

collection 

• Because the City of St. Petersburg picks up curbside 

• Because the collectors  do that for us 

• Because the county picks it up. 

• Because there aren’t any around or if they exist I 

don’t know they exist 

• Because there is pickup. 

• Because they are lazy 

• Because they are picked up in front of our home. 

• Because they come to us 

• Because we don’t have time for that, we work long 

hours and we don’t know where one is. We’ve 

been told by the city there is no recycling pick up 

where we live. 

• Because we have biweekly pickup however we 

would like more pick up dates since our recycling is 

more full than garbage 

• because we have curbside 

• Because we have curbside 

• because we have curbside pickup 

• because we have curbside pickup, no need to take 

somewhere 

• Because we have curbside pickup. 

• Because we have curbside pickup. 

• Because we have curbside recycling 

• Because we have curbside recycling 

• Because we have curbside service. 

• Because we have rcy pick up 

• Because we have the recycling container. 

• Because we pay for the recycle bin at our house 

• Because we utilize curbside weekly 

• Because we’re not that invested in it 

• Because you pick them up at my house 

• Bin is.big enough for a weeks worth 

• Cause if you are looking for a new place. . 

• cause they fit in the curbside recycle bin 

• City of Indian Rocks Beach picks up our recycling 

items every week 

• Collected by our park 

• Convenience 

• Convince of curbside 

• Curb side 

• curb side is more convenient.  don't have the time 

to drive somewhere else 

• Curb side pick up 

• Curb side pick up 

• Curb side pick up 

• Curbside 

• curbside available 

• Curbside collection 

• Curbside gets it all 

• Curbside is available 

• Curbside is more convenient. 

• Curbside more convenient 

• Curbside pick up. 

• curbside pickup 

• Curbside pickup 

• Curbside pickup 

• Curbside pickup 

• Curbside recycling 

• Curbside recycling 

• Curbside ser 

• Curbside. 

• did not know about 

• did not know that was an option and its ridiculous 

to expect us to drive our recyclables to your facility 

when you will make money off of them. You should 
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be picking them up from multi unit dwellings the 

same as you do from single families. A very large 

portion of the area is being left out of the equation. 

• Didn't know it was available. 

• Didn't know we could 

• Do not need to, since we have single stream 

recycling. 

• do not recycle 

• Don't  drive anymore. 

• Don't even know where one is... 

• Don't have much to take. Have to watch every 

penny and gas in a big, old car is expensive on fixed 

income. 

• Don't have one close by 

• Don't have time 

• Don't have time, and I'm being forced to pay for 

the bins I don't want. 

• don't know 

• Don't know of one around here. 

• Don't know the locations and most of what I have 

fits in my bin 

• Don't know where any are 

• Don't know where it is 

• Don't know where to drop off 

• Don't need to 

• Don't need to. 

• Don't need to. Gets picked up at house. 

• Don't need to. Truck comes to get it 

• Don't want the mess in my car. However, I do take 

batteries, etc. to the Pinellas County drop off 

locations. 

• Don't want to 

• Don’t have anything to take there. If I did I would 

use it 

• Don’t have the time 

• Don’t have time 

• Don’t have time. 

• Don’t know where they are, what they accept, etc 

• Don’t know where to bring items 

• Don’t think of it. Not convenient with all the traffic 

• Dont know where it is, pickup at our house is once 

a week 

• Dont knownqjerentheybare or what qualifies as 

recyclable 

• Easier 

• Everything goes curbside 

• Everything goes in bins 

• Everything goes in the curbside recycle bin. 

• everything I recycle can be done curbside 

• Everything that is recyclable is allowed in the large 

city of Clearwater bins that were provided to us. I 

love the size of the bins and that it has wheels! 

• Everything we recycle is picked up at the curb. 

• Except for bags and hazardous everything is 

curbside 

• far 

• Fortunately, recycling is available at curbside. 

• Gas costs money, and no time to do it. 

• hassle and not putting trash in my car 

• have a recycle bin 

• Have curb pick-up 

• have curb service 

• have curb side 

• Have curbeside 

• Have curbside 

• Have curbside 

• Have curbside 

• Have curbside at home. 

• Have curbside at house 

• have curbside collection 

• Have curbside recycling 

• Have started yet 

• Haven't had a need since recyclables are picked up 

weekly in my neighborhood. 

• Haven't had a need to yet 

• Haven’t had a need to 

• Haven’t had the need for it. 

• havent needed to yet 

• HOA dis have a contract but didn't renew. Have too 

much, weekly, and it's too far to go every week. 

• Hoping that recycling pick up would improve.  I 

have been recycling for years! 

• I already have curb side recycle service. 

• I am still new to the area so I am not that familiar 

with it 

• I believe that when the trash is collected the trash 

collectors do the sorting themselves. 

• I decided to try to recycle but need to take my 

recycled stuff to an address not near to me..am 

going to see how this works for me... 

• I did when I lived in an apartment, now that I live in 

a house I have a Trash/Recycling company that I 

use. 

• I didn't know it was an option 

• I do not have anything. 

• I don't have a ride there 

• I don't know where to take them 

• i don't need to 

• I don’t have any information on them. Will look 

into it now, though. 

• I don’t have time for that. I would prefer all of my 

garbage go in 1 can, back to twice a week schedule. 

• I don’t know where that is 

• I don’t know where the recycling areas are. 

• I don’t know...I prefer not to have to leave my 

house, it’s inconvenient 
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• I dont know 

• I have a recycle bin pickup 

• i have a recycle trash can 

• I have a recycling bin 

• I have city recycling service at my home. 

• I have curb side pick up 

• I have curbside pick up 

• I have curbside pick up.. 

• I have curbside pickup. 

• I have curbside pickup. 

• I have curbside pickup. 

• I have curbside recycling 

• I have curbside recycling pickup 

• I have curbside service 

• I have no idea where one is 

• I have one in my community but have in the past to 

recycle 

• I have recycle pick up 

• I have recycling through my garbage company 

• i have service at my home every Wednesday 

• I have someonw get it 

• I have weekly pick up 

• I have witnessed (granted, it was in Hillsborough 

County) recycling bins at a luxury hotel being 

emptied into a garbage truck.  It takes time, effort 

and money to sort items as a consumer.  What’s 

the point if it all goes to the landfill? It infuriates 

me.  Tampa’s dirty little secret.  What is the chance 

the St Pete will do the same thing?  Pretty good, if 

it saves the city money, while making the voting 

populace happy. 

• I haven't had the need yet. I take plastic bags and 

egg trays to Publix though. 

• I havn't had the need to yet. 

• i just don't really know 

• I never thought about it 

• I pay for home pickup 

• I put it in our recycle bin. 

• I recycle at the curb 

• I take them to my workplace or parents house. 

• I think it would be too much of an inconvenience. 

• I use curbside 

• I use curbside 

• I use curbside pickup 

• I use curbside recycling 

• I use curbside recycling 

• I use curbside recycling. 

• I used to but now I get it curbside 

• I used to drive down to the city garage and do it.  It 

became more of a hassle, the last time there was 

some leaking and a big mess and it really angered 

me.  The thing that made me upset the most is that 

my landlord charges me $25/month the same a 

single family home here pays and we dont get 

anything but garbage collection.  The city should t 

allow this but they dont care about us lowly renters 

anyways 

• I used to use drop-off centers when all we had was 

a small plastic curbside container, which was 

usually insufficient for the volume of recyclables 

generated by our household.  We now have large 

containers on wheels which provides sufficient 

space for our weekly amount of recyclables.  On 

another note, in the past I was aggravated when 

Clearwater stopped taking glass, so I would take it 

to a drop-off location in Safety Harbor or Dunedin.  

I found it inexcusable to be encouraged to recycle, 

and then subsequently be told certain items were 

no longer accepted.  Thankfully, it appears 

Clearwater has gotten over this problem. 

• I usually find out too late or just don't know about 

where to go. 

• I was unaware. I have lived in 2 MH parks and 

neither gave recycling information. 

• I wasn’t aware we had one...also ours gets picked 

up weekly 

• I'm new to palm harbor area and don't know where 

they are at.  Not convenient for me. I would recycle 

if it was in my HOA at Strathmore gate east. 

• I'm not sure of this service. 

• I’m bout ready I’ll call him when 

• I’m not sure 

• Idk bitches 

• idont know 

• If it's recyclable we put it in the can. 

• Inconvenience 

• inconvenient 

• Inconvenient 

• Inconvenient 

• Inconvenient 

• Inconvenient and we would recycle if we didn't 

have to pay an additional fee 

• Inconvenient. No need to. What we don't recycle 

we place in the trash. Usable items we donate or 

just place it curbside and somebody takes it. 

• inconvienent 

• is inconvenient and have health issues.  Don't know 

if there is one nearby 

• It can be picked up at the house. 

• It cost gas 

• It is a hassle. 

• It is collected curbside 

• it is more convenient to recycle at home 

• It is picked up at my home 

• It is picked up by our garbage company. 

• It is picked up by the city. 
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• It is picked up curbside. 

• It is picked up curbside. 

• It is picked up once a week. 

• It is picked up weekly in front of my home 

• It is too much work. 

• it this divisibility 

• It would be inconvenient 

• It's included in curbside pick up 

• It's not convenient. 

• It's picked up at our house. 

• It's too far 

• It’s an inconvenience to collect all the recyclable 

material at home and then have to drive to a drop 

off location. 

• It’s inconvenient. 

• It’s picked u 

• It’s picked up curbside 

• Items are placed in the community recycle bin 

• just don't 

• Just dont 

• Just moved 

• Just never have taken the time to do it. 

• Laziness 

• lazy 

• Lazy, not sure were they are 

• Lealman needs curbside mechanical pickup just like 

Hillsborough County & St Pete.  County Sanitations 

program is a joke. 

• Like what ? I recycle in the recycle bin 

• location is too far. 

• Management disposes stuff. 

• My apt complex has recycling available 

• My complex has a bin 

• My recyclables are picked up curbside. 

• N/a 

• Nails in tires - time - we compact into blue bin. 

• Never had a reason to. 

• Never had anything that couldn't go to the 

recycling bin 

• Never had to. 

• Never really thought about it 

• Never thought about it 

• No car 

• no clue on the location...also the materials we are 

allowed to put in the recycle bin are so limited that 

it makes recycling a non-starter 

• no need 

• no need 

• no need 

• no need 

• no need 

• no need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• No need 

• no need - gets collected on site 

• No need home pick up 

• No need its picked ip at curb 

• no need to 

• No need to 

• No need to wigh curbside pickup 

• No need to with large curbside recycling bins. 

• No need to, I have two large blue bins I bought 

from Home Depot. Because I like the green ones 

given by Hillsborough & I like my stuff covered 

from elements, also because I recycle that much! 

• no need to, its collected at the curb 

• No need to.  Have curbside pick up. 

• No need unless it's "electronic drop off day". 

• no need, picked up at the curb, we donate what we 

can. 

• no need, use curbside 

• No need, we have curbside pickup. 

• No need. 

• No need.  Occasionally I will go if I have a lot of 

boxes. 

• No need. Have curbside service. 

• No need. Our bin is sufficient 

• No need. We have curbside pickup. For items like 

oil and batteries, I've been saving these. I'm not 

sure where or when I can take these as they never 

seen to be advertised well. 

• No particular reason.  We just don’t. 

• No reason to 

• No time 

• No time 

• No time 

• No transportation 

• No transportation. 

• no vehicle 

• No way to transport items to nearest center 

• None close 

• not convenient 

• Not convenient 

• Not convenient 

• Not convenient 

• Not convenient for senior citizens 

• Not enough items to warrant the drive. 
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• Not enough sites to make it convenient 

• Not necessary with our in house program  

Occasionally will take paints, etc. to a center 

• Not necessary. Alley pick up provided 

• Not necessary. We have a big bin.  I wouldn’t 

recycle as much if I had to plan trips to drop off.  

We fill up a tall, upright bin weekly.  I wouldn’t 

want to put that in my car and haul it somewhere.  

Maybe if I was retired but working 60 hours a week 

plus all the other day to day responsibilities, I know 

I wouldn’t recycle if I had to take it. 

• not needed 

• Not needed 

• Not sure where to take it 

• Not widely publicized where to drop items 

• nothing 

• nothing comes to Oldsmar, have to drive too far 

• Offered where I live. 

• Oldsmar recycles everything! 

• Our center on Pinellas bayway was closed and the 

next closest center is too far and out of the way 

• Out everything in bins 

• Pain in the ass. Too busy. 

• Pain to do. Would like to see weekly pickup vs 

every other week.  I’m in St. Pete 

• Participate in curbside recycling 

• Physical disabilities 

• Pick up 

• Pick up at my home 

• picked up 

• picked up at the curb.  For electronics, oil, 

chemicals, yes I do take when there are announced 

days. 

• Picked up by Largo 

• picked up by Waste Management 

• Picked up curbside 

• picked up here 

• picked up in the park and then collected by Largo 

• Picked up once a week 

• Pickup 

• Recycle bins are at the building I l live AT. 

• REcycle bins available at condo 

• Recycle most eligible items curbside 

• Recycling bins are provided in the trash room of 

our complex.  I do, however, periododically utilize 

the county recycle center for electronics and large 

item drop off.  Fantastic facility! 

• recycling is not efficient and worth my time. Free 

markets/capitalism will fix any lack of materials 

with increased prices.  Govt intervention only 

makes it worse by propping up wasteful industries 

• Recycling where I live 

• Researchers have discovered that city planning is 

essential for environmental sustainability in urban 

spaces.  A report published by MIT's Department of 

Planning and Urban Studies Department showed 

that cities built using a long-term master plan have 

23% less carbon emissions than cities without a 

long-term plan.  Planned cities are better prepared 

for population expansion, which causes reduced 

traffic congestion and a drop in carbon emissions.  

As a result, planned cities also have notably better 

air quality, and 12% fewer new asthma diagnoses. 

• Roaches! Gas Usage. 

• Same reason as before answer 

• Same reason as mentioned before 

• Seems everything I discard if recyclable can go into 

curb side recycling, or if useable I donate. 

• The apartments have a recycling program 

• The collection site containers are overflowing or 

the area feels unsafe/vulnerable . 

• the curb side recycling is more convenient and also 

i don’t have time to regularly go. 

• The hoa provides containers. 

• The only one I know of is far from me 

• The recycle bin is regularly collected by the city 

• The recycling bins are on the property 

• The recycling our complex has is curb side 

collection. Until that began we did take our 

recycling to drop off 

• There are recycling bins located at my apartment 

complex but I do take plastic bags to Publix to 

recycle them. 

• There are stacked in our garage. Disabled and my 

caretaker is overwhelmed 

• There is a curbside pickup on my street. It’s easier 

than driving it somewhere. 

• There is a recycling truck. 

• There is no green cut center near me that I am 

aware of 

• There needs to be more recycle centers.  Also 

everybody should be given a recycle bin at their 

residence and more people would recycle 

• THEY ALWAYS PICK UP ON THE ASIGNED DAY OD 

THE WEEK 

• They ar 

• they are picked up 

• They are picked up at the same time as regular 

trash. 

• They are picked up curbside 

• They are picked up curbside. 

• They are picked up curbside. 

• They get picked up 

• They get picked up curbside 

• They pick it up 
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• They pick them up at my house curbside 

• They pick up 

• They pick up curbside. 

• they pick up my recyclables 

• They pick-up curbside 

• time 

• Time 

• Time 

• Time 

• Time and gas money expense 

• Time and not knowing where. 

• Time consuming 

• time consuming, and I pay the city to take it 

• Time consuming, curbside is very convenient. 

• Time to take it somewhere and also space in home 

to store separately from trash 

• to busy 

• To help earthing 

• To much travel time 

• Too difficult 

• Too far 

• Too far 

• Too far  Time consuming 

• too far and not exactly sure where it's located 

• too far away 

• Too inconvenient 

• Too inconvenient     I have taken electronics to the 

county dump recycling center.  That worked out 

well.  I wish there were drop-off centers for 

electronics and hazardous household chemicals 

better distributed around the county (not just 

these annual events). 

• Too lazy. 

• too much bother 

• Too much of a hassle 

• Too much trouble 

• Too much trouble 

• Too much trouble to take things to a center 

• too much work 

• Too much work 

• Transportation 

• Unaware of where to take items. 

• Unnecessary 

• Unnecessary 

• Unnecessary 

• Unsure 

• Use curbside 

• Use curbside recycling 

• Use curbside recycling so need 

• Use curbside.alley recycling in St Petersburg 

• Use my weekly curbside service 

• Use pickup only 

• Used to, bit now have curbside pickup. 

• Usually not needed. 

• Very inconvenient and messy. Have requested 

curbside pick up for recycling many many times.  

We have curbside trash pick up but no recycling 

• wasn’t aware or unnecessary with curbside service 

• We curb recycle 

• We do for electronics and larger items. Otherwise 

we rely on curbside pickup. 

• we do on occasion, but not a regular routine unless 

you consider the waste to energy recycling. 

• We don't have anything else to recycle other than 

the items that go in the recycle bin 

• we don't have time 

• We don't know any near our area and the only 

ones we know are really far away and not 

accessable. 

• We have a big enough recycle bin for most of our 

needs 

• We have a bin for the usual stuff.  I have a bunch of 

electronics I need to drop with the county. 

• We have a center in our complex for electronics 

• We have a friend who sometimes comes and get 

the larger electronic items that we don't trash and 

he does that for us. 

• We have a pickup of recycling every week. 

• We have a recycling can and a truck comes and 

picks it up 

• We have a recycling container that gets picked up. 

• We have another service god that which is part of a 

service provided by the HOA thru association fees 

• We have been able to recycle our items through 

curbside recycling collection. 

• We have city recycling day once per week. 

• We have collection containers fir our home 

• We have community recycle containers provide by 

vendor who comes and periodically picks up the 

material. 

• We have curb pickup which is great and very 

handy. I used to take it when we didn't have pickup 

• We have curb recycling 

• We have curb-side recycling 

• We have curbside 

• We have curbside 

• We have curbside collection, so why make the 

extra trip? 

• We have curbside collection. 

• we have curbside pick up 

• We have curbside pick up 

• We have curbside pick up 

• We have curbside pick up. 

• We have curbside pickup 

• We have curbside pickup every week. 
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• We have curbside pickup. 

• We have curbside recycling 

• We have curbside recycling 

• We have curbside recycling and a bin! 

• We have curbside recycling. 

• We have curbside service that we pay for 

• we have it curb side 

• We have little to take 

• We have on-site pick up. 

• We have our own containers and they are picked 

up by big garbage type trucks 

• We have pickup 

• We have recycle cans here at On Top of the World, 

even if the people putting them back into the trash 

room but them in backwards, thereby making it 

impossible for a disabled Senior citizen to put any 

thing into them. 

• We have recycling bins that we take to the curb 

weekly.  Very convenient. 

• We have recycling here for what we use and there 

is no need to take anything elsewhere. 

• we have recycling in house 

• We have recycling pick up 

• We have recycling pickup in Pinellas Park 

• We have someone that does it for me 

• We have the blue curbside bin that the recycling 

truck picks up. 

• We have weekly curbsde pickup 

• We have weekly recycle pick-up by our Waste  

Management Provider. 

• We just moved 1 month ago and are learning our 

way around, but we are very interested in 

recylcling 

• We live in a condo where the bins are provided. 

• We normally don’t need to do that. 

• We participate in curbside recycling 

• we pay for recycling now. I used to take items to a 

drop off when we lived in a condo assoc. that 

refused to recycle. 

• We pay to recycle 

• We put in bins at our complex. 

• We put it curbside in the blue can. 

• we put them curbside 

• We recycle curbside. 

• We take our recycles to my son’s house in the old 

northeast and put them in his container 

• we use curb side 

• We use curbside pickup for most items and Publix 

for styrofoam recycling. 

• we use curbside pickup from our waste 

management company 

• We used to recycle at the site near Eckerd College 

in St Pete but it was closed which made recycling 

very inconvenient — too far away!!!! Hate it!! 

• We used to until we got curbside recycling 

• We usually have too many of small items that fit in 

the bin just perfectly. Plus they come pick up so 

there’s no reason to. Unless we have specific item 

that need to be dropped off. 

• We want large container curbside pickup in 

Lealman 

• We're old. We used to live in a house and recycled 

there, but moved to the condo in May and haven't 

been since then. 

• Well we don't want any bills 

• Where is it? 

• Where is one? 

• Who has time 

• why drop it off when you will pick it up 

• Why should I do that when they pick it up curbside.  

Also, I am disabled and walking is hard for me. 

• Why take it there if it gets picked up 

• Why? 

• why? they collect curbside! 

• With curbside pickup there is no need! We did take 

old paint to a recycling event last month. 

• you offer curbside, duh! 

• You offer nothing and I mean nothing in return for 

recycling not a 5 cent a month credit for recycling 

your system does it automatically, that’s what the 

shows on TV show and make money or energy for 

yourself with nothing back to the people that do 

the work for you
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21. How does your household typically dispose of plastic grocery bags? “Other”: 

• All of the above except put in recycle bin 

• All of the above, just depends on need, etc. 

• Am told plastic bags are not recyclable...take them 

to a grocery store. 

• Both return for store recycling and reuse. 

• Bundle them. Then place in recycle bin 

• Do not use plastic bags 

• Dog bags 

• Don't use them, instead we bring re-usable bags 

• Donate them to church thrift stores 

• Donate to food pantry 

• Give to church 

• Grocery store & some for house garbage or dog 

business. 

• Have taken them to Bingo for reuse. 

• I always ask for paper at stores 

• I bring my own reusable bags to the grocery store 

and don’t need the plastic offered 

• I do not use store plastic bags, use mine over and 

over 

• I don’t use these 

• I keep them in a cabinet in my kitchen 

• I reuse the ones without holes.  The others I return 

to the grocery store. 

• I use them as trash bags. 

• I use them to clean cat litter,then put them in trash. 

• It pains me to even take these from a merchant.  I 

refuse them as much as possible and we are going 

with resuseable bags. 

• liner for trash 

• Not a fan of plastic bags, though 

• Or reuse them to pack other Garbadge 

• Pick up dog waste 

• Plastic bags that don't get reused as garbage bags 

are brought to grocery stores. 

• Put them in the trash but would RATHER recycle 

• Recycle them at Publix Supermarket 

• Repurpose some for other things, return the rest to 

the grocery store. 

• Return to grocery store AND reuse for other 

purposes and then place in the trash. 

• Reuse and take to grocery 

• Reuse and/or return to store 

• Reuse for trash bins & take to Publix to recycle 

• Reuse or take them to the grocery store 

• Reuse them & return them to grocer. 

• Reuse them and return to store 

• Reuse them or put them in the recycling bin 

• Reuse them then recycle them when possible 

• service-put them in grocery store recycle bin 

• Some I reuse the others take to Publix and place in 

the green bins appropiately. 

• Some used again, some thrown out, some make it to 

Publix. 

• Take my own cloth bags shopping 

• Take to activity center for bingo trash. 

• take to thrift store for reuse 

• Use cloth grocery bags 

• use clothbags 

• Use them as a trash bag. Also return them to the 

grocery store. 

• use them for small garbage cotainers 

• Use to put in recycler but now reuse & put in trash 

• We reuse and discard, but if too many I take to drop 

off a grocery store 

• We reuse for dog waste but if have too many, we 

return them to the grocery store. 

• We try not to use any plastic bags, only use cloth 

bags... 

• We use them to pick up dog poop and then throw 

them away but we also take them back to the store.  

We try to use our own material reusable bags as 

much as possible. 

• We used to recycle them, but the latest City 

recycling info said they weren’t recyclable. 
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25. What are the best sources you have used to find information about recycling? 

• Basic information and good look to the recycle. 

• providing helpful information related to our rapidly 

depleting environment. 

• Solid Waste Website. 

• ? 

• A to z book 

• A-z guide 

• A-Z guide, websites 

• ads for county free recycling special items thru out 

county.  posted road signs near recycling sites 

• Advertisement in the mail 

• All waste management 

• and recycling can help you your community. 

• Annual Pinellas County information magazine 

• Any scholarly article 

• Anything from California like news and articles. 

• Articles 

• Ask neighbors 

• At CNN they help out to 

• At the recycling center and online. 

• Billboards, newsletters sent by the county, 

instructions on containers 

• Booklet in newspaper 

• Brochure 

• BTW I use (like) the household drop offs,  we 

generate a couple items every year.  We hear about 

them via Bay news 9, email, and the newspaper. 

• Bulletins that come through the mail. 

• call city or online 

• call organizations like yours 

• Call the county 

• Call to Gulfport Utilities dept. 

• Calling the city dept. 

• calling the county offices 

• Calling the county waste department. 

• Candice Z 

• circulars and posted notices 

• City 

• City 

• City and county web sites. 

• City and county website 

• city and county websites 

• City and property manager 

• City hall 

• City of clearwater , on line sites 

• City of Clearwater and the internet 

• City of Largo 

• City of St Pete recycle program 

• City of st Pete told me that they do not have the 

resources to collect at condo buildings.  Very 

disturbing.  We need to recycle 

• City provides handouts for our residents. 

• City recycling page, also refrigerator magnet 

pamphlets, use them for recycling days and what 

can be recycled 

• City services 

• city web site 

• city web site 

• City web site, internet in general 

• City web site. 

• City website 

• City website 

• City website 

• City website 

• City website and app.  Google 

• City website or newsletter attached to utility bill. 

• City/county website 

• Clearwater website 

• Common sense 

• computer 

• Computer 

• Computer 

• County 

• County A to Z guide 

• County and city guides 

• County and city websites 

• County and trash companies websites 

• county or city website 

• County publications. 

• County recycling magazine 

• county site 

• County waste center 

• County web site 

• County web site 

• County web site 

• County Web site 

• county website 

• county website 

• county website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County website 

• County Website 



65 
 

• County Website 

• County Website 

• County website and mailers 

• county website and recycle pamphlet. Also 

appreciate recycle events 

• County website, City of Safety Harbor website 

• County website, other internet sites. 

• County website. 

• County website.  Question 16 it too limited in its 

selections for answers.  There are better ways that 

do not cost tax payers anything to recycle 

electronics, such as resource recovery.  Take the 

electronics apart to salvage materials.  There are 

companies that do this.  Entice them to open up 

shop here. 

• County,web 

• County’s website 

• County/city site 

• Directly from the Pinellas County web site. 

• Discovery and National Geographic 

• Do not know what resources are available. 

• don't 

• Driving around to look for them... 

• Dunedin waste mgmt website. 

• E-mail 

• Eco fest at Pinellas county waste collection 

• email 

• emailed newsletter would be nice. I have looked 

things up but that is annoying and time consuming 

• Emailed or mailed notices from city (or county?) 

• Everything is more stable 

• Facebook 

• Facebook ads 

• Facebook. Email. Flyers 

• Facebooks newspapers 

• Few are available. I had to go to several places 

before any one could direct or give me information 

as where I should take a toilet, 

• flier that comes in the mail with some bilI receive 

probably utility bill 

• Flyers in utility bills 

• Flyers. Notices in water bills when I lived within the 

city of Clw. 

• For recycling of waste energy 

• From government website, flyers and social media 

page 

• From social network 

• From the local community and online 

• From the web site and the city news letters 

• Goggle 

• google 

• google 

• google 

• google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google 

• Google + County/City websites 

• Google but specially city and county www sites. 

• Google it 

• Google it 

• Google Pinellas county recycling 

• Google to find the info for the Pinellas County 

facility 

• Google. 

• Google. 

• Googling it.   When i was little we used to have those 

aluminum can that would pay in quarters where the 

Lowe’s off of ulmerton is now, it used to be a 

grocery store. 

• government info 

• Government website 

• Great app love it 

• Guide 

• Guide that comes in the newspaper 

• have not researched 

• HOA when they participate 

• http://www.stpete.org/sanitation/residential/recycli

ng.php; 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/mobileo

ptions.htm 

• I am not sure. 

• I am unsure 
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• I can’t list any sites off the top of my head. I just 

conduct an internet search and use the most recent 

and valid information available. 

• i cant remember 

• I don't know 

• I don't receive any info or if I do it's thru an old 

newspaper. 

• I don’t recycle. 

• I find a lot of information on the Internet, including 

the Pinellas County website. I also use the A-Z 

booklet we receive in the mail each year. 

• I get local information from the recycling people 

• I Google info when I am not sure but even then 

sometimes, I cannot find out if certain items are 

recyclable. I would love a tour/class/explanation 

offered in Pinellas county to instruct people on 

proper recycling. 

• I googled it 

• I have seen ads on billboards and in local papers 

regarding recycling (and to not put plastic bags in 

the recycling bin!) 

• I have the county brochure 

• I haven't found any.  I've tried in vain to find a 

recycler for foam packing and only found a company 

in California. 

• I haven't used any. 

• I jave a recycling magnet that is on my refrigerator. 

It was given to me when i first started recycling. If 

theres any updates i usually get a notice 

• I just Google to find places that recycle. 

• I look at the big sticker on the lid of my recycling bin. 

• I mostly go online for information and I use the 

recycling booklet that is distributed to my area 

periodically. 

• I must admit that I have not looked into it. I lived in 

upstate NY and recycling was easy and obvious. 

• I usually search the internet 

• I've not researched any thing 

• Idk 

• In-house seminar 

• Info from waste management system 

• Info sheet on my recycle can 

• Information from pinellas ct. 

• Information included in bills and on line. 

• Information released by the city 

• Inlune 

• Inner conscience 

• Insert in water bill 

• Inter et 

• inter net 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 
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• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• Internet 

• internet - City and County sites 

• internet & newspaper 

• Internet and a booklet that is available...don't 

remember where it comes from. 

• Internet and going straight to the source. 

• Internet and instagram 

• Internet and magazines provided from Pinellas 

County Resource Center and Tampa Bay Times. 

• Internet and recycling guide 

• Internet and social media 

• Internet and the City of Dunedin website. 

• Internet googling including Pinellas County sites. 

• Internet or calling their office 

• Internet or news paper 

• Internet search 

• Internet search. 

• Internet Social media 

• Internet, asking people 

• Internet, county recycling center, flyer in the city 

water/garbage bill. 

• Internet, it's the go to place and Uncle G answers 

everything. 

• Internet. 

• Internet. 

• Internet. 

• internet.   Cities should report more often on 

results.. 

• It would be helpful for the City to email an update 

on recyclable materials to residents. 

• just the list on the trash can 

• Label on garbage can, internet/Facebook page 

• Largo and St Pete 

• Largo city 

• leaflets, newspaper inserts or email from Pinellas 

County or the Town of Belleair 

• line 

• Living in Germany. They have mastered the process 

of trash and recycle collection. 

• Local government new letters. 

• Local newspapers and Nextdoor posts. 

• local newspapers; internet 

• Local websites and use common sense 

• Looked lots up online but do not recall specific sites. 

• Mail 

• Mail 

• Mail and on line 

• Mail inserts 

• Mailer or internet 

• Mailers and emails. 

• Mailers and Web site 

• Mailing 

• mailings and on the county website 

• Media and or books 

• Message board in building 

• my awesome county! Where the whole planet 

wants to live !    Sawgrass NEEDS, really could use 

RECYCLE BINS-  its location is a FEW BLOCKS INTO 

RESIDENTIAL but I think the demographic would be 

mostly participating. (bet your dept. has assessed 

this, but as of recent awareness of resource 

conservstion may have grown enough to justify a 

recycling collection site- if not PICK-UP  ...note : I 

briefly worked temp job for Parks & CONSERVATION 

Resources Dept. and in tree care industry. PLUS I am 

fairly educated in environmmental and biological 

sciences. All things are 

interconnected(soils/sediments, air, waterand 

organisms that provide service)and nowadays 

(Anthropcene Epoch) containment of elements is 

becoming critical for purity (containment - it is 

critical even at cellular level for life).  My bloodline 

has been here since late1940s. 

• My community’s (Gulfport) FB page, local news 

websites. 

• My guide and online! 

• My wife 

• Myself and my surroundings 

• Myself, 

• n/a 

• N/a 

• N/A 

• Na 

• NA 
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• Neighborhood Info site 

• Neighbors 

• Neighbors 

• news 

• News paper 

• newspaper 

• Newspaper 

• Newspaper 

• Newspaper 

• Newspaper and company 

• Newspaper inserts and the internet. 

• Newspaper reports 

• Next door app.  Utility bill inserts 

• Nextdoor 

• Nextdoor app 

• No 

• None 

• None 

• None. 

• None. A private company collects curbside and 

offers no explanation for what can be recycled or 

how it is recycled. 

• Not sure 

• Not sure I know best sources 

• Notices in our condominium complex. 

• Nun 

• On Internet 

• on line 

• on line 

• On line 

• On line 

• On line 

• On line 

• On line and information circulation sent to us. 

• on line county info 

• ON LINE OR CALLING DIRECT 

• On line.  Would like more info made public. 

• On recycling container 

• On social network 

• On the actual items themselves 

• On the bins 

• On youtube 

• online 

• online 

• online 

• online 

• online 

• online 

• online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online 

• Online & from our garbage company. 

• Online & US mail 

• Online and mai! 

• Online and printed materials received in the mail. 

• Online county site 

• Online county website 

• Online googling through different websites, my city’s 

website, friends who have the recycling service 

• Online government sites 

• online or the local government information. 

• online search 

• Online search 

• Online site 

• Online sites to inform me 

• Online sources 

• Online web searches 

• Online website 

• Online! Waste management or city website. 

• Online. 

• Online. 

• Online. 

• Online.. email, social media 

• online...   There is also a recycling booklet that has 

been helpful 

• Our complex manager. 

• Our condo’s newspaper 

• Our park has a handout 

• Our trash volume would decrease by 50% if you had 

real once a week recycling in Lealman. 

• Pamphlet and calling for recycling info 

• Pamphlet on fridge 

• Panflicts 

• Paper 

• Paper plastic and cans 

• Paper that was left 

• Paper, online 

• Park information 

• PC and the article sent to us on recycling. 

• PC website 
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• PCU mailer with water bill 

• Phone 

• Pinelastic County website 

• Pinellas co web 

• Pinellas County 

• Pinellas county a to z guide 

• Pinellas County A to Z Guide online. 

• Pinellas County a-z guide is great, otherwise I just 

Google what I'm looking for. 

• Pinellas county and otow newspaper 

• Pinellas county Facebook 

• pinellas county government website 

• Pinellas county government website 

• Pinellas county guide 

• Pinellas county lanfill website 

• Pinellas County letter included with bill also 

newspaper 

• Pinellas County printed information, and had a 

County employee speak to our Homeowners Assn.  

Ads reminding the importance of recycling. 

• Pinellas County recycling website 

• Pinellas county sends out a booklet each year with   

recycling information in it. 

• Pinellas county solid waste 

• Pinellas County Solid Waste 

• Pinellas County Solid Waste A-Z guide 

• Pinellas County Waste Management 

• Pinellas County web site 

• Pinellas County web site 

• Pinellas County Web Site 

• Pinellas County web site. 

• pinellas county website 

• pinellas county website 

• Pinellas county website 

• Pinellas county website 

• Pinellas county website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County website 

• Pinellas County Website 

• Pinellas County website - regarding recycling old 

electronics. 

• Pinellas County website and clips regarding recycling 

on fox13 news. 

• Pinellas County website or City of St. Petersburg 

website 

• Pinellas County website, Green Matters.org 

• Pinellas County website; pamphlet in newspaper 

• Pinellas County website!  We live on Isla del Sol and 

are shocked at the amount of recycled waste that is 

not being recycled because it’s inconvenient for the 

HOA’s to do it!! What a shame!! 

• Pinellas County website. 

• Pinellas County website. 

• Pinellas county website. Also the internet. 

• Pinellas County's "Recycle Today" publication, 

Pinellas County.org/recycle, and by phone 

• Pinellas County's Recycling handbook.  There should 

be a requirement that businesses that sell items that 

should be recycled accept them back when they're 

no longer any good.  Smoke Detectors and Fire 

Extinguishers immediately come to mind. 

• Pinellas online 

• Pinellas Park Recycling pamphlet 

• Pinellas waste app 

• Pinellas Waste Management website 

• Pinellas waste side 

• pinellas website 

• Pinellas website 

• Pinellas Website 

• Pinellas website & my trash hauler who also has my 

neighborhood’s recycling contract. 

• Pinellas website and recycling brochures 

• Pinellas website/recycling 

• pinellascounty.org 

• Pinellascounty.org 

• Plastics. PETE: Polyofhylene Terephfhalafe 

• Pretty much just pay attention to what is going on in 

my community 

• Printed info from Park 

• Printed Information from Pinellas County  

Management. 

• Printed materials from the city of Safety Harbor and 

Pinellas County 

• Reading articles 

• Reading received flyers/booklets. 

• Really good service food 

• Recycle brochure sent out by Pinellas County 

• Recycle today newspaper 

• Recycle Today Pinellas County's Guide to Resource 

Management 

• Recycle website 

• Recyclebank.com 

• Recycling booklet delivered with newspapers and 

Pinellas County web site. 

• Recycling company where I live 

• Recycling directory received every year or wait until 

there is going to be a recycling event here at the 

activity center. 

• Recycling guides 
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• Recycling is the process of converting waste 

materials into new materials and objects. 

• Recycling pamphlets provided by our city/recycling 

service. 

• Recycling vendor 

• Recycling.com 

• recyclying a to z 

• Researchers have discovered that city planning is 

essential for environmental sustainability in urban 

spaces.  A report published by MIT's Department of 

Planning and Urban Studies Department showed 

that cities built using a long-term master plan have 

23% less carbon emissions than cities without a 

long-term plan.  Planned cities are better prepared 

for population expansion, which causes reduced 

traffic congestion and a drop in carbon emissions.  

As a result, planned cities also have notably better 

air quality, and 12% fewer new asthma diagnoses. 

• Reuse recyclables 

• Saint Petersburg website 

• Sanitation company webpage 

• School program information 

• Schools Recycling Program 

• Search the web for advice 

• Searching online. The county website is pretty good. 

• Signs at grocery, collection containers in store 

parking lot, and pamphlet included with city water 

bill. 

• Since moving here I have found the Pinellas County 

website to contain a wealth of information 

• Siskisisksmssissoa 

• St Pete collects app on my phone 

• St Petersburg's government website and internet 

searches for items not recycled by the city, like 

clothing, styrofoam. 

• St. Petersburg City website. 

• Sticker on my recycle bin 

• sticker on the garbage bin 

• Still relatively new to area so we are doing the most 

we can in our home 

• Tampa Bay Time’s insert 

• Tampa Bay Times. 

• that my waste service has a recycle pick up every 

week 

• The annual Pinellas County guide 

• The annual recycling magazine put out by Pinellas 

County (Recycle Today). 

• The best sources I have used for information about 

recycling  is the internet 

• The bin itself 

• the blue bin 

• The brochure that came with can and website. 

• The city internet site, and recycling sites in general. 

• The City of Pinellas Park. 

• the City of st. Petersburg website 

• The city recycling policies. 

• the collection centers. 

• The county publication 

• The county websites and mailers. 

• The DI. 

• The dump 

• The flyer I got at the consumer recycling center at 

the landfill.  Great place. 

• The guide that comes in the mail 

• The HOA in my community does a great job of 

keeping us informed and providing the best 

resources for recycling. I also like the Pinellas County 

website as well. 

• The information on the bin and online 

• the internet 

• the Internet 

• The internet 

• The internet 

• The internet 

• The internet 

• The internet 

• The internet 

• The Internet 

• The Internet 

• The internet and common sense. 

• The Internet, including Pinellas and Clearwater 

specific sites. 

• The internet. 

• The internet. 

• The internet. City website. 

• The label on the blue recycling can lid haha very 

helpful! 

• the label on the recycling bin...searching online 

• The magazine the county puts out. 

• The mailer I received from Pinellas County regarding 

recyclable material. 

• The Pinellas County Recycling Guide web page 

• The Pinellas County recycling guide, and also, in the 

Dunedin paper that comes around tells where to 

take paint, electronics, etc. 

• The Pinellas County Recycling website. 

• The recycling guide 

• The St. Pete Collects app 

• the sticker on the recycle bin 

• The Trash/Recycling company I use, the Pinellas 

County information on the internet. 

• The web 

• the web pages or online pdf's instructions....or 

mailed info....... 

• The website & fliers. 

• The website we use for recycling. 
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• There was some sort of a guide pamphlet i believe at 

the city library 

• This information Solid Waste  to provide a high level 

of service for recycliys . 

• this reclining  to best information . 

• Through our HOA 

• Through the education system that I learned about 

recycling over in Japan. When I was in elementary 

school, we had a field trip to the place where the 

garbage/recycle items go and see how it actually 

works. I still remember that experience. 

• Through youtube 

• Tv 

• Tweets from Pinellas County 

• Unsure 

• Ut 

• utilities newslettter 

• Waste Management website 

• Water bill 

• we check the county web site for recycling locations 

and go to those stations, typically a certain Sat of 

every month 

• We don’t have to source out information it’s been a 

natural progression in our household.  It’s second 

nature 

• web 

• web 

• web 

• web 

• web 

• Web 

• Web 

• Web 

• Web 

• Web or tv 

• web pag 

• web site 

• WEB SITE 

• Web site for Pinellas County trash and recycling 

• Web sites 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• Website 

• website (under recycling) 

• Website & twitter 

• Website information 

• Website or through people 

• Website, friends, neighbors, etc. 

• websites 

• Websites 

• Websites about local recycling programs 

• Websites and literature.  Our complex newsletter. 

• went to the garbage man 

• Wish it was offered free at my residence 

• Word of mouth 

• Word of mouth, Eckerd College 

• workplace 

• World Wide Web 

• www.pinellascounty.org 

• Yearly guide distributed via mail or newspaper. 

• Yearly recycle paper info and online info from 

Pinellas County 

• You know the stuff is going 

• Your social media. 

 

26. What is your gender? “Other”:  

No responses.  
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28. What is your home zip code?

Zip Code Frequency 

33701 15 

33702 26 

33703 34 

33704 10 

33705 17 

33706 25 

33707 21 

33708 13 

33709 14 

33710 31 

33711 17 

33712 14 

33713 33 

33714 9 

33715 9 

33716 11 

33730 0 

33731 1 

33732 0 

33733 0 

33734 0 

33736 0 

33737 0 

33738 0 

33740 0 

33741 0 

33742 0 

33743 0 

33744 1 

33747 0 

33755 15 

33756 28 

33757 0 

33758 0 

33759 16 

33760 13 

Zip Code (cont’d) Frequency (cont’d) 

33761 18 

33762 9 

33763 31 

33764 18 

33765 7 

33766 0 

33767 4 

33770 19 

33771 23 

33772 21 

33773 18 

33774 28 

33775 0 

33776 11 

33777 15 

33778 8 

33779 1 

33780 3 

33781 11 

33782 16 

33784 0 

33785 14 

33786 6 

34660 0 

34677 22 

34681 1 

34682 0 

34683 19 

34684 16 

34685 22 

34688 3 

34689 18 

34695 15 

34697 0 

34698 39 
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31. What is your race/ethnicity? “Other”: 

• American. 

• Asian/Black. 

• Biracial - African American and Caucasian. 

• Black and white. 

• Caucasian & American Indian. 

• Choose not to identify. 

• Hispanic and Caucasian. 

• I can’t see why that matters since all men were 

created equal. 

• I prefer not to specify. 

• Love child. 

• Mixed. 

• Mixed. 

• Mixed Race. 

• Native American Indian. 

• Not telling. 

• Nunya Bzns. 

• Unknown, Caucasian w/ poss. Amerindian. 

• White and pacific islander. 

 

32. What is your current employment status? “Other”: 

• a low fee volunteer worker.... 

• Business Owner 

• disable 

• Disable 

• disabled 

• disabled 

• Disabled 

• Disabled 

• Disabled 

• Disabled 

• Full time student 

• homemaker 

• Homemaker and volunteer 

• homewife 

• I 

• Independent Contractor 

• Maternity Leave 

• not specified 

• On Disability 

• SAHM 

• Self 

• self employed 

• self employed 

• self employed 

• self employed 

• Self employed 

• Self employed 

• Self employed 

• Self employed 

• self employed business owner 

• Self employed full time. 

• Self-Employed 

• Self-employed. 

• Semi retired property investment 

• Stay at home mom 

• Stay at home mom 

• Stay at home mom 

• Stay at home Mom 

• Stay home mom 

• student 

• Student 

• Student 

• Student 

• Student 

• Student 

• Student 

• Student 

• Student (College) 
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34. What information about recycling would you seek when visiting the Solid Waste website? 

• it is very important to recycle for the care of the 

planet 

•  for additional recycling information 

• Solid Waste website the proved good 

information and service. 

• the I Want To Be Recycled Exitwebsite for more 

information 

• ? 

• ? 

• . 

• % that is acually recycled 

• 1. How to recycle "out of the ordinary" items.  2. 

Find recycling locations on county map. 

• 1. would like to know how to clean glass, cans, 

etc.  for recycling w/o wasting so much 

expensive H20.  2. would like a way to recycle 

shredded papers. 

• A - Z, everything. 

• a full list of recyclables 

• A good list of alternative recycling places for 

items not taken by Solid Waste. A yearly 

schedule of hazardous waste and electronic 

drop-off sites and dates. 

• A list of items that are recyclable or not allowed 

to be recycled 

• A more complete list of what can be recycled.  

Where to take hazardous waste (old paint cans, 

paint thinner, etc.)  Locate/take a tour of a 

recycling facility to learn more. 

• a place in Oldsmar to recycle things I can not put 

in the recycle bin 

• A profit and loss statement along with a list of 

companies that do business with the County and 

how much we pay them. 

• A Q&A section where you can ask about items 

not on the official list. E.g., green bubble wrap 

can be recycled, but will the city accept it? 

• A real good job 

• A simple chart of what can and what cannot go 

in the blue bin 

• A simple link that is clearly visible. 

• About Conserving Resources 

• About electronics 

• About saving natural resources 

• About the damage to the environment caused by 

refusing to stop buying items with harmful 

components or unnecessary food containers that 

takes years to brake down. 

• About using natural resources when needed 

• Acceptable items and alternative resources for 

unusual items. 

• Acceptable items for recycling 

• Acceptable items or not 

• Acceptable items, tanglers, hours of operation, 

status (containers get very full at times and we 

have to come back). Security would be a plus. 

We see so much trash in the bins. Just this 

weekend we saw tree limbs and other yard 

waste at the collection center on Starkey. Makes 

it difficult for us to find room for actual 

recyclables. 

• Actual statistics about how much product 

recycled actually is repurposed and reused and 

how much ends up in the landfill after the 

enormous efforts and taxpayer expense. 

• advice 

• all 

• All applicable items valid for recycling. What to 

do with items we can’t recycle. How to best 

clean containers to recycle. Etc. 

• All available 

• All locations 

• All places that recycle and what they recycle and 

what times they are open for recycling. 

• Allowable items 

• Allowable items, holiday schedule 

• Allowed curbside, electronic drop off 

• Allowed waste 

• Any and all available 

• Any changes to the current arrangements. 

• any info i can find 

• Any question about items to be recycled! 

• Anything that can assist me in improving what I 

recycle. 

• Appropriate items to recycle 

• As much information as I could come across. 

• ask about recycling products where to bring then 

or have it picked up 

• Beach recycling.  I have seen them mix trash and 

recycling together and wondering what's the 

point then. 

• Beats me.  LOL! 

• Being a loss county waste website 

• Benefits of recylcling 

• Better understanding where all recycling goes 

and what it used for.  Better understanding of 

what items can be recycled----probably the A-Z 

listing on website is a good place to start.  For 

example, I asked during a tour of plant w my kids 

school a few years back about clothes hangers 

and was told no.  Also a lot of folks in my 

neighborhood think plastic bags can be recycled 
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on curbside bins and they think large cardboard 

boxes left next to bins can go----mostly our 

drivers do not pick up individual large boxes left 

curbside, only what is in bin.  How clean do 

plastics need to be?  5% food content?  Do I 

need to scrub out all that peanut butter residue 

from plastic jar?  Is it still feasible to recycle 

glass? 

• Both and nothing 

• can smaller electronics be put in regular garbage 

collection? 

• Can the county pick up glass since Disposall will 

not do it any longer? 

• Can we use the large trash bags made for 

recycling 

• Chemical collection dates 

• Chemical waste , paint collection sites 

• Clean through the experience that the water 

from the toilet travel and get smash and clean by 

sterile. 

• Clear and unambiguous guidance on what to 

recycle and how to prepare the items before 

recycling 

• Clear instructions on what to recycle, where to 

recycle and how to recycle (for certain items). 

Also, what happens through the recycling 

process for the city/county. 

• Collection centers 

• Collection days and where to take items that 

aren’t allowed in curbside recycling. 

• Collection schedule 

• Collection Schedules and Types  Phone numbers 

for pickup of various solid waste including 

appliances and chemicals, batteries ,paints, etc. 

• Concerning batteries and paint. 

• Confirmation on certain material 

• Contact information 

• Cost and how to recycle without having to put 

the mess into my car. 

• County facility hours, materials allowed 

• Curbside available 

• Curbside pickup, types of recycling taken 

• Current requirements for knowing what items 

should be recycled and what should be put in 

the trash.  Open Community Meetings for 

citizens. 

• Date changes over holidays, etc. 

• Dates / Location to drop off chemicals and 

electronics if I lost the flyer from the water bill. 

• Dates and places of more recycling events. Also 

where to take items like unused medicine. 

• dates and times of events 

• Dates and types of recyclable materials.  I love 

the app that reminds me its recycle day 

• Days for pick up  Acceptable recyclable materials  

How to properly prepare for pick up  Where to 

get bins  That there is no cost to the resident 

• Days for pick up, items that are acceptable, 

holiday schedules 

• depends on situation at the time I go to the 

website 

• Determine what is recyclable 

• Didn't know there was one. 

• Disposal of electronics, and furniture. 

• Disposal of metal 

• Disposing of batteries, paint cans and used 

motor oil 

• do not know 

• Do you provide containers for home use 

• Do you take Paint, batteries, lights, mattresses, 

etc. 

• does it cause emitions 

• Don't have any. Get information from pinellas ct. 

• don't know 

• Don't know 

• Don't know, never visited this site 

• Don't visit website. 

• Don’t know 

• dos and donts 

• Double checking what can be recycled if unsure 

• drop off centers, hazardous waste and 

electronics recycling. Large item pickup info 

• Drop off locations 

• Drop off locations 

• Drop off locations, what can be recycled 

• Drop off sites, what the sites accept. 

• drop off times and lists 

• Easier ways to recycle 

• Educational section, what happens to recycled 

items after they go to the city. Also stressing the 

important of recycling and how it cuts your 

garbage down by half. 

• Electronics drop off, paint, chemicals disposal 

• Eliminate poor market recyclables 

• Everyone needs to know exactly HOW to recycle.  

So many people have no clue.  Example:  If an 

old toilet seat they have replaced isn't broken, it 

goes in recycle. (I have actually seen this!) 

• Everything that can be recycled 

• Everything that is relevant 

• Exactly what can be recycled. What are the 

things people do that inhibits or causes 

problems with recycling 

• exactly which plastic numbers are recyclable and 

where to take large items that may be recycled 
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• Fee pricing and free disposal limits 

• Food to compost recycling 

• Free brush dropoff 

• Free electronic disposal date . Also paint cans 

etc. 

• Free options to do some self hauling debris 

generated from large cleaning purges. 

• Frequency of pick up and buying new boxes 

• Full list of what types of recycling is accepted, 

how things should be sorted or cleaned before 

hand, and where free drop off or other free 

options are 

• Get paper 

• Given more information 

• Good things come in two not more or less 

• Great app love it 

• Have never visited the site 

• Have not asked 

• Hazardous waste 

• Hazardous waste info 

• Hazardous waste recycling 

• Hazardous waste, electronic waste, shredded 

paper 

• Help 

• hey 

• Hey I’m going home now I’ll be there at a later 

time to go get back with y’all 

• holiday pick up ,everything else you need to 

know is right on the can 

• Hours and locations for dropping off chemicals 

and electronics.  Where to dispose of 

prescriptions. Hours of operation for brush site. 

• Hours of operation, what items are taken, etc. I 

was just at the facility last week. 

• Household hazardous waste disposal 

instructiopns 

• How and where to recycle various items 

• How and where... 

• how can get my resident to supply recycling bins 

at a reasonable cost. 

• How do I know what is recyclable and what isn't 

• How do they reuse the  plastic 

• How does recycling benefit me directly 

• How i can do more 

• How is material recycled and utilized. Where to 

bring recycling material and money programs. 

• How it is disposed 

• How it is done 

• How many pounds of material do you recycle 

each year? What is the benefit of recycling? How 

much space is left in our landfill? 

• How much actually gets recycled 

• How much is accumulated in a year 

• How much it costs to have curbside. 

• how much material is recycled and how much 

ends up in the land fill..  and is the recycling 

paying for itself 

• How much money they have profited from us 

putting our goods at the curb. I would also like to 

know why they force us to/then make us pay for 

the service, when they are clearly making a 

profit. 

• How often and where I should dispose of the 

items. 

• how our recycled products are used. 

• How recycling Is better for our surrounding and 

how it will be beneficial in the future 

• how report things like fluorescent bulbs (contain 

Hg, Mercury oxide powder)dumped roadside 

AND SCRAP INDUSTRY - incentives for scrappers 

• How the process works 

• How they deal with the waste they obtain. 

• How they dispose of the waste and is it safe to 

the environment, humans and animals?   What is 

the cost for disposal? 

• How they recycle 

• How to apply 

• How to be rid of large/heavy electronics. 

• How to collect weekly instead of biweekly 

• How to contact collection services when then 

miss me two or more times in a row.  My can 

doesn't hold over a months worth of items. 

• How to deal with recycled 

• How to dispose of chemicals and other items not 

listed on my recycle bin 

• How to dispose of items that cannot be trashed 

or recycled via curbside pickup 

• How to dispose of large items and electronics. 

• How to dispose of medicines or paints 

• How to dispose of toxic material, oil, etc. 

• how to dispose those darn plastic garbage bags 

without having to bring them back to the store, 

we use some for picking up dog waste but still 

have too many left over. 

• How to get additional recycling bins! 

• How to get bad neighbor to recycle. He 

overflows beer cans in open bins so the next 

thunderstorm blows them into our yard! Only 

once has his blue buddy been at the curb for 

pickup and that was all beer case cardboard 

after a big party! 

• How to increase participation; educate current 

participants 

• How to make the process easier and ensure full 

recycling of waste materials 

• How to properly dispose of electronics. 
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• how to properly dispose of everything 

• How to properly dispose of Florescent tube, 

hazardous waste (paint cans, chemicals). I would 

still like to know if Peanut Butter jars, etc., must 

be washed before recycling. And I would like to 

know if plastic straws and plastic drink cups are 

to be recycled. 

• How to rcy plastic bags 

• how to recycle 

• How to recycle 

• How to recycle all plastics (including) bags  How 

to recycle food waste.  How much co2 is 

released burning trash at Pinellas Incinerator 

that is updated daily on a large sign were there is 

lots of traffic so the public can see it.  How to 

ban plastic bags. 

• How to recycle electronics. 

• How to recycle plastic bags! 

• How to recycle while living in a condo 

• How to replace recycling trash can without cost 

to me 

• How to score some change from recycling. 

• How to sort 

• How to start a recycling pick up in my 

community 

• how to. 

• I already take my recyclables to a drop-off point. 

• I am interested in whether or not recycling will 

be available in condominium complexes. 

• I didn’t know that I can recycle glass bottles/ do I 

need to clean items (bottles before recycling) / 

do I get money for aluminum cans? 

• I don't think I have ever thought about visiting 

the website. I'm not sure why. 

• I don't' understand this question 

• I don’t know 

• I don’t think I have ever visited the website. 

• I don’t want you anymore you want me 

• I dont 

• i dont use the solid waste website.  you can put 

whatever you want there and i will never notice 

• I have looked for recycling sites where I can drop 

general items, paint, electronics, ect.  and also 

picked up mulch 

• I have never visited 

• i have no idea. 

• I have not visited the site 

• I live in an over 55 condo complex. We do not 

recycle at this complex; I think that is a shame!!!! 

• I recently wanted to know what to do with an 

old "over the range" microwave. I found a 

collection site on recycling A-Z. 

• I seek ways i can re-use any of my recyclables 

and ways to be more efficient doing so. 

• I think more recycling center infromation 

• I think that Tarpon Springs should provide nice 

recycling trash cans such as Oldsmar has. If they 

did that we would recycle. 

• I want to know how it is recycled.  I feel like my 

trash company just takes it, and for all I know 

they mix it with trash up on the hill.  I'd also like 

to know if I should be doing more before placing 

them in a bin (clean, remove labels, etc) 

• I would like more specifics about what things can 

be recycled. General lists that include things like 

"mixed paper" are easy to find. It's the "what 

ifs," such as what if the paper has highlighter all 

over it or has been written on with sharpie 

markers, that I need to know. Since I'm unsure, I 

throw these items in the garbage rather than 

recycle. Unfortunately, I rarely have pristine 

paper to recycle, so most of my paper goes in 

the trash. 

• I would like pickup to be weekly rather than bi-

weekly. Our bin is always full, and we could do 

so much more. 

• I would like to know which types of materials are 

recycling and I feel it is now very important to 

educate people to be conservative when 

recycling -- just don't assume it's recyclable.    

Also, I would put information on what to do with 

plastic tableware, straws and styrofoam cups 

and take-out containers.    If Pinellas County 

doesn't recycle it -- provide information on who 

does. 

• I would like to see an easier way to recycle 

styrofoam packing that comes with electronics, 

etc. and the foam coolers that you get when you 

buy frozen meat online like Omaha Steaks!  

Styrofoam should be outlawed! It lasts forever in 

the landfill! A no-brainer! 

• I would like to see some sort of transfer station 

that would be more local than making me drive 

to St Pete to drop off electronics rather than 

have me hold on to it for months for the local 

events 

• I would like to see the single-stream process in 

operation. 

• I would like to see volunteers at the drop off 

sites to "advise" people what can be dropped 

off.  Larger signs, maybe some trinkets like key 

fobs with the short list.  Not sure how effective 

any website is; all too CLUTTERED. 

• I would prefer to be mailed short updates on 

recycle dates and items to be recycled 
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• I would really like to know if it is really worth the 

effort to recycle. I take all my recyclables to the 

blue bin at my daughter's house. Hearing about 

the recent reports that the stuff ends up in the 

"trash heap" makes me wonder if the efforts of 

the community are fruitless.  Except for the 

county, as they get paid for the extra service, 

and the homeowners have already separated the 

items ready to be burned. So less work and more 

more money. Please tell us the process in detail. 

• I would seek infirnstion on their services 

available to the public. 

• I would try to find out where my recyclables go. 

• I would try to research as much as is available 

• I'm always wondering why lids are a problem. 

• i'm not sure 

• I’d like to have hazard waste recycling more 

accessible and more often than once a year in 

Pinellas Co. 

• I’m still not very clear on what plastics and liquid 

containers my curbside recycler wants me to 

recycle. 

• Idk 

• Idk and idc 

• Idk yet 

• If a particular item is recyclable or not as well as 

special handling requirements for things like 

paint, batteries, etc. 

• If bins were provided like they do in 

Hillsborough. They provided a large one with a 

lid. I couldn't find an answer so i had to place a 

call. I was disappointed to find they don't 

provide similar services. 

• If certains metals could be recycled, new pick up 

dates, ways to reuse items that i didnt know 

about, and hiring job positions 

• If it will cost me anything 

• If something can be recycled or not. 

• If there is anything additional we could recycle 

that we do not know about. 

• If we can request a weekly pick up instead of bi-

weekly 

• Improved electronics recycling programs.  Also, 

recycling drop off points need to be accessible 

by bicycle.  Some of us do not drive.  Starky Rd 

does not have sidewalks or bike lanes in that 

area. 

• Info about disposing of light bulbs and batteries, 

paint and paint cans, electronics, etc. 

• Information about hazardous materials recycling 

and cooking oil recycling. 

• Information about recycling old paints and light 

bulbs 

• Information about recycling solid waste 

• Information about solid waste 

• Information about what and where items not 

available for curbside may be recycled 

• Information I would seek when visiting the 

website is ways to help the environment. 

• Information of recycling I will seek is how to 

make water cleaner and how to stop using gas 

• Information on it being a bit more convenient, 

but all in all I'm pretty happy with the proximity 

of locations to recycle hazardous materials and 

electronics. 

• Information on not well known things to recycle 

and whether you can recycle medicine bottles? 

• Information on what qualify to be recycled and 

open time for drop off 

• Information regarding the recycling of large 

household items not suitable for donation. 

• Information regarding what to recycle and 

information regarding recycling specialty and 

hazardous items such as old electronics, old 

chemicals, paint, etc. 

• Information that quickly and concisely tells me 

how to recycle just about any item that can be 

recycled. FYI- our garbage company Dispos-All is 

getting more and more strict about what they 

accept AND I watch them dump the recyclables 

and they put it in the very same opening that the 

trash goes into. I'm very suspicious about if they 

are truly recycling. Hopefully, someone from the 

county inspects these companies. 

• Is it true you really don't recycle the items we 

put in the blue recycle bin?  We have been told 

you just burn everything so shouldn't we just put 

it in the trash 

• itd great 

• Items 

• Items accepted 

• Items accepted at a drop off point.  Schedule of 

mobile drop off locations. 

• Items allowed, date and time available for 

dropoffs 

• Items that can and cannot be recycled.  Where 

can I take household items such as paint and 

other chemicals to be disposed of 

• Items to leave out. 

• Items to recycle.  Statistics on recycling.  Items  

that can't be recycled.  Products made from  

recycled materials. 

• Just about different  items 

• Just general recycling guidelines 

• just what can be recycled or not 

• Keep up the good work. 
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• Knowledge of solid waste plant operations. 

• Learning about things that can be recycled and 

articles about recycling. 

• List of recyclable items 

• List of recyclables. 

• list of things I need to get 

• List on things not recycled 

• Local events, and more surveys. 

• Location of recycling collection center.  What to 

recycle and what is not recyclable by the county. 

• Location to take items that are not accepted by 

my garbage collector. 

• locations 

• Locations for recycling and items to be recycled.  

Also info on advances and changes being made 

in the field and political influences including 

costs.  Please be advised that my permanent 

residence is in NY and I winter in Clearwater, 

Florida.  Unfortunately your survey does not 

address this situation. 

• Locations for waste  Pickup dates 

• Locations near my home 

• Locations of recycling centers. 

• locations to drop off hazardous material 

• Locations where certain recyclable items would 

need to be taken.  Home pick up service for 

items not allowed to be placed in normal bins. 

• Locations, special items info that doesn't go in 

with regular stuff. 

• Locations, time open for drop off 

• locations, times and fexabile drop off days. 

• locations, what items 

• Locations.  Lists of recyclable material.  How are 

the materials processed.  What can be made 

with recyclables.  Info on how recycling can 

impact your community and the planet. 

• Make private party garbage companies provide 

large blue recycling containers /trash cans 

• Make sure what is recyclable 

• Making it worth while 

• Materials to be recycled and dates of hazardous 

waste mobile collection. 

• Maybe check if something is approved to be 

recycled in our curbside bin. 

• Metal and aluminum 

• Mobile collection events for chemicals 

• More definition about what kinds of plastics are 

not recyclable. 

• More definitive info about what can or can't be 

recycled and what must be cleaned 

• More detail, like whether to keep lids on jars, 

milk jugs and things like that 

• more guidance on what can be recycled 

• More indepth metrics by census area or 

city/zipcode of how everybody is doing 

• More info on how and where to recycle 

styrofoam and more emphasis on Reduce and 

Re-use. 

• more info on how things are recycled. what 

happens to recycled items once they leave the 

facility 

• More information on how to recycle other things 

beside the normal items - not everyday items 

• More of what can be recycled 

• More recycling locations. 

• My curb side recycling no longer picks up glass.  

Very disappointing as glass now goes in the 

trash!  please help. 

• n/a 

• n/a 

• N/a 

• N/A 

• N/A 

• Na 

• Na 

• NA 

• Nearest recycling centers and how to sign up for 

curbside recycling serviced 

• Need bigger and better recycling containers.  

The little recycling bins don't hold very much and 

are not closed containers. 

• Need to make it convenient!  Need to challenge 

residents & snow birds to do it!!  Need to keep it 

a high profile issue that We Can All Do!! 

• never went there. 

• News on the subject and our progress locally, 

statewide and as a nation 

• no 

• No answer 

• none 

• none 

• none 

• none 

• none 

• none 

• none 

• none 

• None 

• None 

• None at this time 

• None at this time 

• None- Don't visit 

• None,not going to the website. 

• None. 

• Not much 

• not sure 
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• Not sure 

• Not sure 

• Not sure at this time 

• Not sure, never visited the site. 

• Not sure. 

• not sure.... 

• nothing 

• Nothing 

• Obtaining a bin on wheels and what can go in it 

• Of something can be recycled and holiday pickup 

• old Tv's-old paint- 

• on what can be recycled. 

• Online 

• Other ways to help the environment 

• Paint 

• Payments 

• Perhaps what to do with electronics or other 

rarely discarded items. 

• Pickup dates 

• pickup schedule, types of recycling material 

• Pics of items you can and cannot recycle 

• Places to take 

• Plans for being able to recycle more/different 

types of materials such as Styrofoam that 

currently does not get recycled in our area but 

does in other parts of the country. 

• Plans for recycling Styrofoam. 

• Please find a way to use plastic bags from the 

grocery store. 

• Preparation guide, weather they need cleaned 

out, lids off or on, etcetera. 

• Profitability of the recycling program 

• Proper recycling of electronics chemicals. 

• Questions on  unknown items 

• Questions on electronics 

• Questions on recycling items that were not on 

the pamphlet that was sent out 

• Read the info 

• recycle options 

• Recycling alternatives for most household items 

• recycling electronics and other items 

• Recycling events in my area (i.e. shredding, 

electronics,  hazardous material disposal) 

• recycling for appliances, harddrives, etc. 

• Recycling information 

• Recycling pick up 

• Recycling type and locations 

• Recycling, Yard Waste, etc 

• Researchers have discovered that city planning is 

essential for environmental sustainability in 

urban spaces.  A report published by MIT's 

Department of Planning and Urban Studies 

Department showed that cities built using a 

long-term master plan have 23% less carbon 

emissions than cities without a long-term plan.  

Planned cities are better prepared for population 

expansion, which causes reduced traffic 

congestion and a drop in carbon emissions.  As a 

result, planned cities also have notably better air 

quality, and 12% fewer new asthma diagnoses. 

• RESULTS - in terms of quantity, problems 

encountered,   Amount of savings, next steps to 

increase amounts   collected and processed. 

• Return on our process 

• Rjs 

• Rules for recycling 

• schedule, how to get additional containers 

• Search for what ideas go where. (i.e. 

Trash/recyclable. 

• See if there are changes in the types of materials 

-- such as plastic bags -- that can be recycled. 

• Should have information on where to recycle all 

categories of household items, paints, 

appliances, furniture, batteries, unused 

prescription drugs. 

• Solid Waste website  form proved the more   

information use to recycle  counwert  compost 

and reduce wasted food. 

• Solid wastes you can recycle 

• Some place closer to my home. 

• Some sort of handout that helps with what is 

recycled in our area. 

• Something that clarifies what exactly can be 

recycled.  I have neighbors in Morningside that 

use the bin for garabage . 

• Special events with use of recycling to trade for 

local store credits. 

• Special pickups, electronics,  chemicals, info on 

what can be reccyled 

• Specific items eligible for recycling. 

• Specific list of what can be recycled. 

• Specific recyclable items 

• Specifically what I can recycle and what 

condition it needs to be in for recycling. 

• Specifics on recycle items. I paprt egg cartons. 

Can't remember if I looked that up. 

• Styrofoam recycling if it exists 

• Styrofoam....  now I am informed 

• suggestion for curlew road recycle location-

increase frequency of  dumping the dumpsters.  

this is a busy site and many times the bins are 

full.  thank you 

• That what are the benifts likendo you get paid 

• the amount of money you get and locations of all 

recycling centers 

• The days for monthly drop off recycling 
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• The detailed list of what we can recycle. 

• The issues with waste 

• The knowledge of all items I could recycle 

curbside. 

• The pick up schedule with items you can recycle 

on a magnet.  What can I do with prescription 

bottles? 

• The process of preparing recycling material for 

recycling. 

• The process of recycling 

• The site address. Where I take different items 

• the success of the recycling  service . and how 

much of a difference you are making in our 

world 

• The symbol 

• The types of items that can and cannot be 

recycled as well as electronic recycling drop off 

schedules. 

• The ways to reuse the solid waste 

• They are very helpful and informative at the 

chemical recycle location 

• this about  and providing helpful information. 

• This information Solid Waste  to provide a high 

level of service to recycling for customers . 

• Time, location, items excepted 

• Times and what can you drop off 

• Times for next collection of electronics or paint 

etc 

• Tips on what is recyclable 

• To find out if something  is recyclable 

• To find out if something can be recycled or 

where drop off sites are 

• To reuse 

• to take care of the world around you so we can 

have clean water 

• Trash bag 

• Types of items that are recyclable 

• Types of materials appropriate for bins 

• Types of materials that are taken.  Location near 

me and dates 

• Types of recycling   Where it goes 

• Unsure 

• Unsure 

• Unusual items 

• Verify if an item can be added. It would be nice 

to know how everything is separated when it 

arrives at the facility 

• want to find out how our condo community can 

get a recycle dumpster. 

• Ways to recycle,items to recycle & items not to 

recycle,plus special items drop off sites 

• we call. My husband goes there to drop off haz. 

waste material. they are not nice people there. 

• We haven't found a good place to drop off 

garbage that cannot be recycled. Plus, there are 

some questions about what can and cannot be 

recycled. 

• We sought info about recycling after the 

hurricane 

• What actually happens to it 

• what and how are recycling products used 

• what and what not to recycle. 

• what and where to recycle 

• What and where to recycle or dispose of things 

• What are the end results 

• What can and can't be recycled 

• what can and cannot be recycled, and what is ok 

to put it in the trash 

• What can be accepted curbside 

• What can be placed in curbside bin and where to 

recycle other items 

• What can be placed in the bins. Size, color, what 

happens to it 

• What can be put in the recycle bins 

• What can be recycle 

• what can be recycled 

• What can be recycled 

• What can be recycled 

• What can be recycled 

• What can be recycled 

• What can be recycled 

• what can be recycled and where 

• What can be recycled and where mobile 

collections will be held. 

• What can be recycled and where special 

recycling goes like certain plastics 

• what can be recycled and where to put it...would 

prefer a container be able to house prior food 

containers, and electronics...otherwise, more 

waste goes in the trash can instead of the 

recycling bin...step it up and offer more items to 

be put into the bins... 

• What can be recycled, more recycling services 

that are available 

• What can be recycled, what can't. Where and 

when it can be recycled. 

• What can be recycled, where can I recycle, how 

can I try to get recycling service in my 

neighborhood 

• What can be recycled. 

• What can be recycled. 

• what can go in my recycling bin, what days for 

pickup 

• What can I recycle 

• What can I recycle 

• What can or can't be recycled 
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• what can or cant be recycled and days 

• What can't be recycled AND WHY NOT! 

• What days is pick up and what can I recycle 

• what do they accept/not acept 

• What exactly do you take, and what exactly do 

you not take. 

• What happened to the recyclables after 

processing-go we sell it in my county 

• What happens to the waste 

• What I can recycle 

• What I can recycle  What is done with it. 

• What I could bring to the facility. 

• What is able to be recycled 

• What is acceptable 

• What is acceptable and what isn’t 

• what is acceptable to recycle 

• What is accepted and not 

• What is accepted in our curbside collection. 

Where to recycle items not accepted curbside. 

When my curbside recycling is collected. 

• What is allowable 

• What is and isn't recyclable 

• what is and isn't recycleable, why, and the entire 

processes of the facility. 

• What is being done with all of the recycling 

materials? 

• what is recyclable 

• What is recyclable and when hazardous day pick 

ups are occurring 

• What is recyclable and where is the site to take it 

• What is recyclable where are free drop offs and 

what is accepted 

• What is recyclable! 

• What is recyclable. How to dispose of florencent 

bulbs. 

• What is recycleble and what is not. Location of 

recycle centers. Places you can get payed to 

recycle. 

• What is recycled 

• What is recycling 

• What is the pinellas county five, ten and fifteen 

year plan to improve/increase recycling and 

resident/business participation in recycling to 

keep our country clean, beautiful, 

environmentally friendly and innovatively 

meeting or exceeding the standard? 

• What is the waste that is more risky for our 

environment 

• What items are accepted at different locations. 

• what items are being recycled and what 

locations are available for drop-off 

• What items are questionable for recycling 

• What items are recyclable 

• What items are recyclable 

• what items are recyclable and how the process 

works. I think if people saw how a recycling plant 

operated, they would be more inclined to 

properly recycle. 

• What items are recyclable and which are not. 

• what items are recycleable 

• What items can be put in the bin and if they can 

not how can i properly get rid of them. 

• What items can be recycled 

• What items can be recycled 

• What items can be recycled and if they are 

definitely being recycled in such a manner that is 

beneficial to everyone. 

• What items can be recycled and where the items 

I recycle go. 

• What items can be recycled, how it is being 

recycled, explanation of environmental impacts 

of recycling 

• What items can be recycled. 

• What items can be recycled. 

• what items can be recycled. what to do with 

electronics 

• What items specifically should be put in the 

recycle bin 

• What items they take, where items they don't 

take could be desposed of like styrofoam 

• What items you are willing or not willing to 

recycle and what to do with those items or 

special items that might come up. 

• What items you take for recycling & drop off 

areas. 

• What materials are recyclable. 

• What materials can be recycled 

• What private collection services use Pinellas 

County Solid Waste recycling. 

• What products are accepted at the Solid Waste 

location. 

• What products can be recycled 

• What reycles 

• what should and should not be recycled 

• What should be placed curbside for our city. 

• What specifically is accepted and condition i.e. 

clean or not washed and what fees if any are 

associated with this service 

• What The numbers in triangle symbol mean and 

which are ok to recycle 

• What they pick up and how to dispose of other 

items that are recyclable. 

• what they use the recycling items for and what 

other items can be recycled. 

• What they would accept 

• What things can be recycled 
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• What to do with appliances and electronics 

• What to do with glass bottles now that they have 

been discouraged in unsorted curbside recycling 

• What to do with specific items and if they can go 

in bin provided by city 

• what to do with styrofoam containers....how to 

recycle 

• What to include or exclude. 

• What to recycle 

• What to recycle 

• what to recycle and what goes in the trash 

• What to recycle and where 

• What to recycle and where to take items that 

cannot go in curbside containers 

• what to recycle, where/how. 

• What types can be recycled and where to take 

other items. 

• What types of items can be recycled. And what 

days they pickup 

• What types of material are recycled.  How they 

are used for recycling and what the future holds 

for recycling as I understand there is a lot of it 

out there sent overseas and the costs are 

skyrocketing with tariffs put in place by 

president.  What does the future look like for 

recycling. 

• What you can recycle 

• What you take and what is done with recycled 

materials. 

• What's recyclable 

• What’s recyclable and days 

• What’s the best way to dispose of battery’s 

• What is recyclable 

• Whatever I'm searching for at the time... 

• When & where odd things like paint could be 

taken 

• When I question if an item is recyclable or not. 

• When is the Sandy Point Recycling going to get 

gate fixed to prevent dumping.   Also, what 

things are we trying to recycle that we should 

NOT be? 

• When next electronic, etc is. Which you had 

something for Oil 

• When pickup will be available around my home. 

But also look for free shredding time frame and 

• When the next recycling day is 

• When there are mobile collection events for 

chemicals and electronics. What day my garbage 

is being picked up when there is a holiday. 

• When there is a drive for electronics, paint etc in 

my community 

• when they plan to add multi family unit recycling 

services. 

• When they plan to start taking plastic bags or 

styrofoam. 

• When will batteries be included in solid waste 

management 

• When will it switch from confusing bi-weekly to 

regular weekly pickup schedule 

• Where (what & when) to take my household 

chemical, electronic and hazardous waste items 

like oil, paint, kerosene, old computers, TVs, 

batteries, etc. 

• Where and the hours of operation 

• where and what do they accept 

• Where and what to recycle and when 

• Where and when is the best time and place 

• where and when to discard tv's electronics, 

paint, etc. 

• Where could I get items that can be re-

purposed? 

• Where does recycled waste go? I read that many 

cities ship it to other countries where is meant to 

sorted and sold for reuse. But those countries 

may have lax laws and the waste may he j6st 

tossed into ricers or sea. How is recycling 

monitored once it leaves pinellas county? 

• Where I can dispose batteries 

• Where is it located. 

• where is the closest drop off place but would 

LOVE free curbside pickup maybe one a 

once/month type schedule 

• where it goes-how we burn and convert 

• Where items they don't take be recycled 

• Where to 

• where to dispose of chemicals and Paint 

• Where to dispose of stuff, who will take items 

and reuse them 

• WHERE TO DROP OFF RECYCLE PRODUCTS 

• Where to drop off the items they won't take.  

Fire extinguishers, propane bottles, etc. 

• Where to drop recyclables 

• Where to find electronics drop off dates 

• Where to go take it 

• where to recycle. 

• Where to recycle batteries and light bulbs etc. 

• Where to recycle electronics and dates.  Which 

plastics (numbers) to recycle.  If pick up is 

delayed due to a holiday, storm, etc. 

• Where to recycle electronics, lightbulbs and 

batteries. 

• Where to recycle electronics, what items are ok 

to place in the recycle bins, and what items 

should never be placed in the recycle bins. 

• where to recycle house paint 

• Where to recycle larger items 
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• Where to recycle Styrofoam packing material? 

How to dispose of smoke detectors, fire 

extinguishers, CD and DVD players, old VHS 

tapes? 

• Where to recycle various items not accepted by 

drop-off location 

• Where to take electronics and items not 

accepted at drop off locations 

• Where to take electronics and paint 

• Where to take recyclables. When travels my 

collections are coming 

• where to take something that I can't put in the 

recycle bin 

• Where/how to recycle lightbulbs and batteries, 

and what to do if you have a plastic not marked 

but you know it should be accepted. 

• Whether an item is recyclable or not 

• Whether or not the wrapping on packs of water 

bottles & paper products that have a recycling 

logo can be handled by Pinellas recycling. Also, 

how can I obtain a large, upright recycling can. 

• Which items are recycleable and where/how 

• Which items can and can not be recycled vs 

which should go in the trash 

• which items can be recycled 

• Which items may be recycled 

• Which plastics or cans are acceptable 

• why condos have no collection 

• Why do you charge County residents for brush 

dropoff? St. Pete is free. 

• Why don’t you recycle plastic bags!!!!! It’s the 

number one item we have no solution for other 

than taking it back to the story which never 

happens. 

• Why ice cream cartons are not recycled 

• Why is my trash picked up four times as much 

when I have twice as much recycling waste? 

• why not recycling plastic bags? 

• why you are so picky when we put out the 

recycle.  i don't care what color the bottle is.  

pick it up.  you take it where it needs to go.  i 

shouldn't have to take certain color bottles and 

glass and thick cardboard myself.  what are we 

paying the recycle for.  get rid of the small bins 

and get normal trash can size bins and dump it 

and sort it.  you are way too picky as to what you 

pick up and it is getting to the point that might 

as well just throw it in the trash.  I'm big on 

recycling but this is the worst city that i have 

ever lived.  pick it up and recycle.  i should not 

have to drive to somewhere to recycle because 

of color or what not when i am paying for the 

services!!!! 

• would it be possible for a resident of 

unincorporated Largo to get city pickup of trash 

and recycling? 

• Would like more details on exactly how it is done 

and how much money is saved. How much it 

actually helps the environment, prevents 

pollution etc. 

• Would like to know about all items that can be 

recycled 

• Would love to have a yard waste recycling bin 

for home use 

• you can do to help make a difference in our 

environment every day. 

• You can talk to me and then I. 
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Appendix C: Significant Factors 

Summary 
The significant factors summary identifies notable characteristics for single-family respondents, multi-

family respondents, followed by the aggregate. The succeeding tables break out the significant factors per 

question from the Residential Recycling Awareness Survey. “Significance” is defined as chi-squared 

probability less than 0.05. For each characteristic listed in the table below, the significance is identified by 

either “*”, “**”, or “***” appended to the characteristic, indicating a score of 0.05, 0.01 and 0.001 

respectively. Throughout the tables, highlighting is used to illustrate cases where the specific category is 

associated with a greater than five percent increase from the mean. 

 

Significant Factors Broken out by Single-Family Respondents  

Single-family home residents (as opposed to duplex/triplex/quadplex residents), those 55+, retired and 

Caucasian residents were more inclined to recycle the various materials as shown in the survey. Those 

least familiar with their recycling access through their garbage collector tend to reside in unincorporated 

areas. Those most inclined to contribute to potential recycling contamination are younger residents and 

those new to the county within the past two years. 

 

Significant Factors Broken out by Multi-Family Respondents 

Though in the aggregate females are more inclined to recycle, within the multi-family base, males are 

more likely to indicate recycling availability at their complexes than females. Interest in gaining access to 

multi-family recycling was greatest among the county’s oldest and youngest respondents, those 

exceeding the median household income, unincorporated residents and those residing in 

condos/villas/townhouses. Multi-family residents who are age 55+ and those who are Caucasian were the 

most frequent recyclers of the items named. Non-Caucasian respondents and those employed full-time 

are most inclined to contribute to potential recycling contamination by placing items in question in the 

recycling bin. 

 

Significant Factors Broken out by the Aggregate 

Residents of duplex/triplex/quadplex or condo/villa/townhouse residences and those employed part-

time are most likely to be utilizing drop-off centers; these residents are also most likely to consider it 

either extremely or somewhat important that a business they frequent has recycling services. Residents 

of apartments and manufactured/mobile homes are least active recyclers. The response that everyone in 

the household recycles is most common among those aged 35 to 44, and positively correlates with 

education and income. Those age 45-plus, retirees, and households exceeding the median income are 

most inclined to properly recycle grocery bags by returning them to the store. 
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Tables 
Significant Factors Broken out by Single-Family Respondents  

QUESTION 5:  

Single-family respondents who list other as their current employment status or are voluntarily out of the 

workforce are more likely to know that their garbage collector offers curbside recycling services.  

Single-family respondents who live in unincorporated Pinellas County, those under 25 years old, and 

those unemployed are less likely to know that their garbage collector offers curbside recycling services. 

Single-family respondents who do not know whether they live within a city or in unincorporated Pinellas 

County are more likely to not know if their garbage collector offers curbside recycling services.  

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Garbage Collector Offers Curbside Recycling 

 Did you know that your garbage collector offers 
curbside recycling services? 

Yes No I don't know 

% % % 

Single-Family Respondents 92 6 2 

Do you live within a 
city's boundaries or in 
unincorporated Pinellas 
County?*** 

City 96 3 1 

Unincorporated 83 14 3 

I don't know 82 10 8 

Which range describes 
your age?** 

Under 25 75 21 4 

25 - 34 88 7 4 

35 - 44 94 6 0 

45 - 54 95 3 2 

55 - 64 92 7 1 

65+ 96 2 1 

What is your current 
employment status?* 

Other 97 3 0 

Full-time 90 8 2 

Part-time 88 8 5 

Retired 96 3 1 

Unemployed 77 18 5 

Voluntarily out of 
the workforce 

100 0 0 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 6:  

Single-family respondents who live in unincorporated Pinellas County are less likely to participate by 

recycling items curbside. 

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Participate in Recycling 

 Do you participate by recycling items 
curbside? 

Yes No 

% % 

Single-Family Respondents 92 8 

Do you live within a city's 
boundaries or in 
unincorporated Pinellas 
County?*** 

City 96 4 

Unincorporated 79 21 

I don't know 94 6 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 9:  

Single-family respondents aged 55 – 64 and those who list other as their current employment status are 

more likely to recycle aluminum, tin, & steel cans curbside. 

Single-family respondents who have lived in Pinellas County for 11 – 20 years; those living in a 

duplex/triplex/quadplex; those 34 in age or under; those that classify as Hispanic/Latino, African 

American/Black, and Asian/Pacific Islander; and those unemployed are less likely to recycle aluminum, 

tin, & steel cans curbside. 

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Recycling Aluminum, Tin, & Steel Cans 

 Do you recycle aluminum, tin, & steel 
cans curbside? 

Yes No 

% % 

Single-Family Respondents 91 9 

How long have you lived in 
Pinellas County?* 

Less than 1 year 91 9 

1 - 2 years 93 7 

3 - 5 years 88 12 

6 - 10 years 91 9 

11 - 20 years 85 15 

21 years or longer 95 5 

What kind of dwelling do you 
live in?* 

Single family home 92 8 

Duplex/Triplex/Quadplex 75 25 

What is your gender? Male 92 8 

Female 91 9 

I prefer not to identify 93 7 

Which range describes your 
age?*** 

Under 25 66 34 

25 - 34 81 19 

35 - 44 94 6 

45 - 54 95 5 

55 - 64 96 4 

65+ 94 6 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?*** 

Other 92 8 

Caucasian/White 95 5 

Hispanic/Latino 84 16 

African American/Black 72 28 

Asian/Pacific Islander 75 25 

What is your current 
employment status?** 

Other 100 0 

Full-time 91 9 

Part-time 87 13 

Retired 94 6 

Unemployed 71 29 

Voluntarily out of the 
workforce 

94 6 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Single-family respondents who claim their employment status is other and those voluntarily out of the 

workforce are more likely to recycle cardboard curbside. 

Single-family respondents who live in a duplex/triplex/quadplex, those with an annual household 

income less than $25,000 or ranging from $75,000 - $99,999, those that classify as Hispanic/Latino, 

those that classify as African American/Black, those that classify as Asian/Pacific Islander, those that are 

employed part-time, and those that are voluntarily out of the workforce are less likely to recycle 

cardboard curbside. 

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Recycling Cardboard 

 Do you recycle cardboard curbside? 

Yes No 

% % 

Single-Family Respondents 92 8 

What kind of dwelling do you 
live in?** 

Single family home 92 8 

Duplex/Triplex/Quadplex 70 30 

What is your household 
income?* 

Under $25,000 83 17 

$25,000 - $49,999 94 6 

$50,000 - $74,999 95 5 

$75,000 - $99,999 85 15 

$100,000+ 94 6 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?*** 

Other 92 8 

Caucasian/White 95 5 

Hispanic/Latino 84 16 

African American/Black 65 35 

Asian/Pacific Islander 81 19 

What is your current 
employment status?*** 

Other 100 0 

Full-time 90 10 

Part-time 85 15 

Retired 96 4 

Unemployed 76 24 

Voluntarily out of the 
workforce 

100 0 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Significant Factors: Single-Family: Recycling Cartons 

There are no significant factors for single-family respondents recycling cartons curbside (75%). 

Single-family respondents who have lived in Pinellas County for 21 years or longer, those 55 years or older, 

those with a post-graduate studies or higher level of education, those with an annual household income 

of $100,000-plus, those that classify as Caucasian, those with a current employment status as other, and 

those that are retired are more likely to recycle glass bottles & jars curbside. 

Single-family respondents who have lived in Pinellas County for less than one year or 3 – 5 years, those 

who are less than 34 years old, those with some high school or less, those with a high school graduate or 

equivalent level of education, those with an annual household income of $25,000 and under, those that 

classify as other, Hispanic/Latin, African American/Black, or Asian/Pacific Islander, those that are 

employed part-time, those unemployed, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are less likely to 

recycle glass bottles & jars curbside. 

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Recycling Glass Bottles & Jars 

 Do you recycle glass bottles & jars curbside? 

Yes No 

% % 

Single-Family Respondents 87 13 

How long have you 
lived in Pinellas 
County?* 

Less than 1 year 78 22 

1 - 2 years 88 12 

3 - 5 years 81 19 

6 - 10 years 87 13 

11 - 20 years 83 17 

21 years or longer 92 8 

Which range 
describes your 
age?*** 

Under 25 46 54 

25 - 34 81 19 

35 - 44 87 13 

45 - 54 90 10 

55 - 64 95 5 

65+ 92 8 

What is the highest 
level of schooling 
you have 
completed?* 

Some high school or less 56 44 

High school graduate or 
equivalent 

81 19 

Technical/vocational training 90 10 

Some college 89 11 

College degree 87 13 

Post-graduate studies or higher 92 8 
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What is your 
household 
income?* 

Under $25,000 74 26 

$25,000 - $49,999 85 15 

$50,000 - $74,999 86 14 

$75,000 - $99,999 86 14 

$100,000+ 92 8 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?*** 

Other 75 25 

Caucasian/White 92 8 

Hispanic/Latino 77 23 

African American/Black 56 44 

Asian/Pacific Islander 75 25 

What is your current 
employment 
status?* 

Other 97 3 

Full-time 86 14 

Part-time 78 22 

Retired 92 8 

Unemployed 76 24 

Voluntarily out of the 
workforce 

78 22 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Single-family respondents ranging in age from 55 – 64, those that classify their race to be other, and those 

that are retired are more likely to recycle glass newspaper, mixed paper, & paperboard curbside. 

Single-family respondents age 34 and under, those classifying as Hispanic/Latino or African 

American/Black, those that are employed part-time, those unemployed, and those who have children 

under the age of 18 in their home are less likely to recycle newspaper, mixed paper, & paperboard 

curbside. 

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Recycling Newspaper, Mixed Paper, & Paperboard 

 Do you recycle newspaper, mixed paper, & paperboard 
curbside? 

Yes No 

% % 

Single-Family Respondents 90 10 

Which range 
describes your 
age?*** 

Under 25 71 29 

25 - 34 78 22 

35 - 44 90 10 

45 - 54 91 9 

55 - 64 96 4 

65+ 94 6 

What is your race/ 
ethnicity?*** 

Other 100 0 

Caucasian/White 93 7 

Hispanic/Latino 70 30 

African 
American/Black 

72 28 

Asian/Pacific 
Islander 

94 6 

What is your 
current 
employment 
status?*** 

Other 88 12 

Full-time 87 13 

Part-time 85 15 

Retired 97 3 

Unemployed 82 18 

Voluntarily out of 
the workforce 

100 0 

Are there children 
age 18 and under 
in your home?** 

Yes 84 16 

No 92 8 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 

 

 

 



93 
 

Single-family respondents that classify their race to be other are more likely to recycle plastic bottles 

curbside. 

Single-family respondents that live in a duplex/triplex/quadplex, those that age 34 or under, those 

classifying as Hispanic/Latino, African American/Black, or Asian/Pacific Islander, those that are employed 

part-time, and those unemployed are less likely to recycle plastic bottles curbside. 

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Recycling Plastic Bottles 

 Do you recycle plastic bottles 
curbside? 

Yes No 

% % 

Single-Family Respondents 91 9 

What kind of dwelling do you 
live in?** 

Single family home 91 9 

Duplex/Triplex/Quadplex 70 30 

Which range describes your 
age?** 

Under 25 71 29 

25 - 34 86 14 

35 - 44 91 9 

45 - 54 90 10 

55 - 64 94 6 

65+ 94 6 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?*** 

Other 100 0 

Caucasian/White 93 7 

Hispanic/Latino 82 18 

African American/Black 74 26 

Asian/Pacific Islander 81 19 

What is your current 
employment status?* 

Other 91 9 

Full-time 93 7 

Part-time 76 24 

Retired 92 8 

Unemployed 82 18 

Voluntarily out of the 
workforce 

94 6 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 10: 

Single-family respondents that have lived in the county for 3 – 5 years are more likely to do something 

other than the options presented in the survey when they are unsure whether an item is recyclable.  

Single-family respondents that have lived in the county for 6 – 10 years and those ranging in age from 25 

– 34 are more likely to place the item in the trash when they are unsure whether an item is recyclable.  

Single-family respondents that have lived in the county for 2 years or less, and those 25 years or under 

are more likely to place the item in the recycling bin when they are unsure whether an item is recyclable.  

Single-family respondents living in a duplex/triplex/quadplex, and those ranging in age from 55 – 64 are 

more likely to consult Pinellas County’s A to Z Guide for Recycling and Disposal when they are unsure 

whether an item is recyclable.  

Significant Factors: Single-Family: Unsure of Recyclables 

 When your household is unsure whether an item is recyclable, what 
do you do? 

Other Place 
the item 

in the 
trash 

Place the 
item in the 
recycling 

bin 

Consult 
Pinellas 

County's A to 
Z Guide for 

Recycling and 
Disposal 

Contact my 
county, city, 
or recycling 

collector 

% % % % % 

Single-Family Respondents 8 47 12 29 4 

How long 
have you 
lived in 
Pinellas 
County?* 

Less than 1 year 0 35 30 30 4 

1 - 2 years 5 41 27 22 5 

3 - 5 years 13 42 10 32 3 

6 - 10 years 8 53 12 22 5 

11 - 20 years 9 47 12 29 4 

21 years or longer 9 49 7 33 3 

What kind of 
dwelling do 
you live in?* 

Single family 
home 

9 47 13 28 4 

Duplex/ 
Triplex/ 
Quadplex 

0 30 5 60 5 

Which range 
describes 
your age?** 

Under 25 0 40 34 20 6 

25 - 34 2 52 16 26 5 

35 - 44 12 50 10 27 1 

45 - 54 10 48 13 28 2 

55 - 64 8 41 11 38 2 

65+ 10 47 8 28 6 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Significant Factors Broken out by Multi-Family Respondents 

QUESTION 11: 

Multi-family respondents that are male are more likely to know if their complex offers recycling. 
 
Multi-family respondents that are female and those that prefer not to identify with a gender are less 
likely to know if their complex offers recycling.  
 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling at Complexes 

 Does your complex offer recycling? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 58 42 

What is your gender?* Male 70 30 

Female 51 49 

I prefer not to identify 43 57 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 12:  

Multi-family respondents that live in unincorporated regions, those that live in a condo/villa/townhouse, 

males, those ranging in age from 25 – 34, those 65 and older in age, those with an annual household 

income of $50,000 or more, those classifying as Caucasian, those classifying as Asian/Pacific Islander, and 

those that are retired are more likely to recycle if the service was made available by their residence. 

Multi-family respondents living within a city’s boundaries, those that live in an apartment or other type 

of dwelling, those under the age of 25, those ranging in age from 35 – 44, those classifying their race as 

other, those classifying as Hispanic/Latino, those that name their current employment status as other, 

those unemployed, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are less likely to recycle if the service was 

made available by their residence. 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Would you Recycle? 

 Would you recycle if the service was 
made available by your residence? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 90 10 

Do you live within a city's 
boundaries or in 
unincorporated Pinellas 
County?* 

City 85 15 

Unincorporated 100 0 

I don't know 94 6 

What kind of dwelling do 
you live in?*** 

Other 0 100 

Apartment (rental) 78 22 

Manufactured/Mobile home 91 9 

Condominium/Villa/Townhouse 100 0 

What is your gender?* Male 100 0 

Female 86 14 

I prefer not to identify 100 0 

Which range describes 
your age?* 

Under 25 85 15 

25 – 34 100 0 

35 – 44 67 33 

45 – 54 88 13 

55 – 64 94 6 

65+ 100 0 

What is your household 
income?* 

Under $25,000 77 23 

$25,000 - $49,999 91 9 

$50,000 - $74,999 100 0 

$75,000 - $99,999 100 0 
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$100,000+ 100 0 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?*** 

Other 67 33 

Caucasian/White 98 2 

Hispanic/Latino 75 25 

African American/Black 56 44 

Asian/Pacific Islander 100 0 

What is your current 
employment status?* 

Other 80 20 

Full-time 93 7 

Part-time 88 13 

Retired 98 3 

Unemployed 33 67 

Voluntarily out of the workforce 60 40 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 13: 

Multi-family respondents living in unincorporated Pinellas County are less likely to participate by 

recycling at their complex. 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Participate in Recycling 

 Do you participate by recycling at your 
complex? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 98 2 

Do you live within a city's 
boundaries or in 
unincorporated Pinellas 
County?* 

City 100 0 

Unincorporated 91 9 

I don't know 95 5 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 16: 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling Aluminum, Tin, & Steel Cans 

There are no significant factors for multi-family respondents recycling aluminum, tin, & steel cans at 

their complex. (84%).  

Multi-family respondents living in unincorporated Pinellas County, those that do not know whether they 

live in a city or unincorporated county, those with an annual household income ranging from $50,000 - 

$74,999 and those making more than $100,000, and those classifying as Caucasian are more likely to 

recycle cardboard at their complex. 

Multi-family respondents with an annual household income ranging from $75,000 - $99,999 and those 

classifying as African American/Black are less likely to recycle cardboard at their complex. 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling Cardboard 

 Do you recycle cardboard at your 
complex? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 89 11 

Do you live within a city's 
boundaries or in 
unincorporated Pinellas 
County?* 

City 86 14 

Unincorporated 100 0 

I don't know 95 5 

What is your household 
income?* 

Under $25,000 88 13 

$25,000 - $49,999 92 8 

$50,000 - $74,999 96 4 

$75,000 - $99,999 50 50 

$100,000+ 94 6 

What is your race/ethnicity?* Caucasian/White 94 6 

Hispanic/Latino 93 7 

African American/Black 67 33 

Asian/Pacific Islander 86 14 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling Cartons 

There are no significant factors for multi-family respondents recycling cartons at their complex. (73%).  

Multi-family respondents that range in age from 45 – 64 and those that classify at Caucasian are more 

likely to recycle glass bottles & jars at their complex. 

Multi-family respondents in age 44 or under, those classifying as African American/Black, and those 

classifying as Asian/Pacific Islander are less likely to recycle glass bottles & jars at their complex. 

 Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling Glass Bottles & Jars 

 Do you recycle glass bottles & jars at your complex? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 83 17 

Which range 
describes your 
age?* 

Under 25 64 36 

25 - 34 72 28 

35 - 44 73 27 

45 - 54 100 0 

55 - 64 95 5 

65+ 86 14 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?* 

Caucasian/White 89 11 

Hispanic/Latino 87 13 

African American/Black 60 40 

Asian/Pacific Islander 57 43 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Multi-family respondents that are 55-years in age or older, those classifying as Caucasian/White, and 

those retired are more likely to recycle newspaper, mixed paper, & paperboard at their complex. 

Multi-family respondents ages 54 and under, those classifying as Hispanic/Latino, those classifying as 

African American/Black, those classifying as Asian/Pacific Islander, those with their current employment 

status as other, and those employed part-time are less likely to recycle newspaper, mixed paper, & 

paperboard at their complex. 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling Newspaper, Mixed Paper, & Paperboard 

 Do you recycle newspaper, mixed 
paper, & paperboard at your 

complex? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 85 15 

Which range describes your 
age?*** 

Under 25 64 36 

25 - 34 78 22 

35 - 44 55 45 

45 - 54 75 25 

55 - 64 100 0 

65+ 98 2 

What is your race/ethnicity?** Caucasian/White 94 6 

Hispanic/Latino 67 33 

African American/Black 67 33 

Asian/Pacific Islander 71 29 

What is your current 
employment status?*** 

Other 57 43 

Full-time 82 18 

Part-time 60 40 

Retired 98 2 

Unemployed 83 17 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Multi-family respondents that are 45-years in age or older and those classifying as Caucasian are more 

likely to recycle plastic bottles at their complex. 

Multi-family respondents age 34 and under, those classifying as Hispanic/Latino, those classifying as 

African American/Black, and those classifying as Asian/Pacific Islander are less likely to recycle plastic 

bottles at their complex. 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Recycling Plastic Bottles 

 Do you recycle plastic bottles at your 
complex? 

Yes No 

% % 

Multi-Family Respondents 85 15 

Which range describes your 
age?** 

Under 25 55 45 

25 - 34 72 28 

35 - 44 82 18 

45 - 54 92 8 

55 - 64 100 0 

65+ 90 10 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?** 

Caucasian/White 93 7 

Hispanic/Latino 73 27 

African American/Black 67 33 

Asian/Pacific Islander 57 43 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 17:  

Multi-family respondents that classify as Asian/Pacific Islander and those who have a current employment 

status as other are more likely to do something that was not outlined in the survey responses if they are 

unsure whether an item is recyclable. 

Multi-family respondents that classify as Caucasian, those that are employed part-time, those retired, and 

those unemployed are more likely to place the item in the trash if they are unsure whether an item is 

recyclable. 

Hispanic/Latino multi-family respondents, those that classify as Asian/Pacific Islander, and those 

employed full-time are more likely to place the item in the recycling bin if they are unsure whether an 

item is recyclable. 

Multi-family respondents that classify as Asian/Pacific Islander and those employed full-time are more 

likely to consult Pinellas County's A to Z Guide for Recycling and Disposal if they are unsure whether an 

item is recyclable. 

Hispanic/Latino multi-family respondents and those that classify as African American/Black are more likely 

to contact their county, city, or recycling collector if they are unsure whether an item is recyclable. 

African American/Black multi-family respondents and those that are employed currently as other are 

more likely to contact their property manager or HOA if they are unsure whether an item is recyclable. 

 

Significant Factors: Multi-Family: Unsure of Recyclable 

 When your household is unsure whether an item is recyclable, what do 
you do? 

Other Place 
the 

item 
in the 
trash 

Place 
the item 

in the 
recycling 

bin 

Consult 
Pinellas 

County's A 
to Z Guide 

for 
Recycling 

and 
Disposal 

Contact 
my 

county, 
city, or 

recycling 
collector 

Contact 
my 

property 
manager 
or HOA 

% % % % % % 

Single-Family Respondents 7 45 12 27 2 6 

What is your 
race/ 
ethnicity?* 

Caucasian/ 
White 

7 50 10 29 0 4 

Hispanic/ 
Latino 

7 33 20 27 7 7 

African 
American/ 
Black 

0 43 14 7 14 21 

Asian/ 
Pacific Islander 

14 14 29 43 0 0 
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What is your 
current 
employment 
status?* 

Other 14 43 14 14 0 14 

Full-time 5 21 26 38 5 5 

Part-time 10 70 10 0 0 10 

Retired 7 54 4 29 2 5 

Unemployed 0 80 0 20 0 0 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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Significant Factors Broken out by the Aggregate 

QUESTION 18: 

Respondents who live in other as their dwelling, a duplex/triplex/quadplex, and 

condominium/villa/townhouse, those with technical/vocational training as their highest level of 

schooling completed, those that classify their race as other, and those classifying as Asian/Pacific 

Islander, and those who work part-time are most likely to take recyclables to a drop-off collection 

center.  

Respondents who live in a manufactured/mobile home, those that list other as their current 

employment status, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are least likely to take recyclables to a 

drop-off collection center.  

Respondents who live in a single-family home, those with some high school or less level of schooling, 

those that classify as African American/Black, those unemployed, and those voluntarily out of the 

workforce are most likely to not know if they take recyclables to a drop-off collection center or it is not 

applicable to them.  

 

Significant Factors: Drop-Off Collection Centers 

 Do you, or members of your household, take 
recyclables to a drop-off collection center? 

Yes No I don't know/Not 
applicable 

% % % 

Aggregate 37 61 3 

What kind of 
dwelling do you 
live in?* 

Other 50 25 25 

Single family home 34 64 2 

Duplex/Triplex/Quadplex 57 39 4 

Apartment (rental) 36 58 6 

Manufactured/Mobile home 24 73 3 

Condominium/Villa/Townhouse 48 50 2 

What is the 
highest level of 
schooling you 
have 
completed?* 

Some high school or less 18 65 18 

High school graduate or 
equivalent 

35 61 4 

Technical/vocational training 45 55 0 

Some college 35 62 3 

College degree 39 60 2 

Post-graduate studies or higher 37 63 0 

What is your 
household 
income?* 

Under $25,000 36 56 7 

$25,000 - $49,999 40 56 4 

$50,000 - $74,999 35 65 1 

$75,000 - $99,999 39 59 2 

$100,000+ 35 64 1 
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What is your 
race/ethnicity?* 

Other 50 44 6 

Caucasian/White 36 63 2 

Hispanic/Latino 34 61 5 

African American/Black 40 51 8 

Asian/Pacific Islander 45 55 0 

What is your 
current 
employment 
status?* 

Other 23 71 6 

Full-time 39 59 2 

Part-time 48 49 2 

Retired 34 64 2 

Unemployed 29 61 10 

Voluntarily out of the workforce 24 68 8 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 

  



107 
 

QUESTION 20: 

Those that live in an apartment, those that live in a condominium/villa/townhome, female respondents, 

those 65 years or older, those who have a high school graduate or equivalent level education, those with 

vocational/technical training, those with some college education, those making less than $25,000 in 

annual household income, those classifying as African American/Black, those that list other as their 

employment status, and those employed part-time are most likely to claim the main recycler in the 

household as an adult female(s).  

Respondents living in a duplex/triplex/quadplex, male respondents, those ranging in age from 25 – 34 

years, those with a college degree or post-graduate studies or higher level of education, African 

American/Black respondents, and Asian/Pacific Islander respondents are most likely to claim the main 

recycler in the household as an adult male(s). 

Respondents who live in other as their dwelling type, those who prefer not to identify with a gender, those 

ranging in age from 35 – 44 years, those with a college degree or post-graduate studies or higher level of 

education, those whose annual household income ranges from $75,000 to $99,999, those that classify 

their race as other, those who list other as their current employment status, those unemployed, and those 

voluntarily out of the workforce are more likely to claim that everyone in their household participates in 

recycling. 

Respondents who live in an apartment and those who live in a manufactured/mobile home, those ranging 

in age from 35 – 44 years, those with some high school or less as their highest level of education, those 

that classify their race as other, those classifying as Hispanic, and those voluntarily out of the workforce 

are most likely to claim that no one in their household recycles.   

Significant Factors: Who Recycles in Your Household? 

 Who is (are) the most frequent recycler(s) in your household? 

Adult 
female(s) 

Adult 
male(s) 

Child(ren) Everyone 
recycles 

No one 
recycles 

% % % % % 

Aggregate 25 18 1 51 5 

What kind of 
dwelling do 
you live in?** 

Other 25 0 0 75 0 

Single family 
home 

23 18 1 54 4 

Duplex/Triplex/ 
Quadplex 

21 38 0 42 0 

Apartment 
(rental) 

33 10 4 37 15 

Manufactured/ 
Mobile home 

18 21 0 48 12 

Condominium/ 
Villa/Townhouse 

31 17 0 47 5 

What is your 
gender?*** 

Male 5 38 1 52 4 

Female 42 2 1 49 6 

I prefer not to 
identify 

9 4 0 78 9 
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Which range 
describes 
your age?* 

Under 25 29 16 3 45 7 

25 - 34 21 24 2 51 2 

35 - 44 16 18 1 56 10 

45 - 54 26 17 0 50 7 

55 - 64 21 20 1 54 4 

65+ 33 16 0 48 3 

What is the 
highest level 
of schooling 
you have 
completed? 
*** 

Some high school 
or less 

18 12 0 47 24 

High school 
graduate or 
equivalent 

30 17 2 47 4 

Technical/vocatio
nal training 

33 18 1 47 1 

Some college 31 14 0 48 6 

College degree 11 24 1 59 5 

Post-graduate 
studies or higher 

16 23 0 56 5 

What is your 
household 
income?*** 

Under $25,000 38 20 1 33 9 

$25,000 - $49,999 27 14 2 53 5 

$50,000 - $74,999 28 16 1 51 5 

$75,000 - $99,999 16 21 0 60 2 

$100,000+ 17 21 1 55 5 

What is your 
race/ 
ethnicity? 
*** 

Other 11 11 0 67 11 

Caucasian/White 25 16 0 55 4 

Hispanic/Latino 25 20 2 43 10 

African 
American/Black 

31 29 3 31 7 

Asian/Pacific 
Islander 

13 35 0 48 3 

What is your 
current 
employment 
status?* 

Other 31 4 0 56 8 

Full-time 20 22 1 51 6 

Part-time 31 20 1 45 2 

Retired 29 16 0 52 3 

Unemployed 19 10 3 61 6 

Voluntarily out of 
the workforce 

24 8 0 56 12 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 21: 

Respondents that live in a manufactured/mobile home, those that are 65 years and older, those that 

classify their race as other, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are most likely to dispose of 

plastic grocery bags in a way not explicitly outlined in the survey responses. 

Asian/Pacific Islander respondents are most likely to dispose of plastic grocery bags by putting them in 

the trash can. 

Respondents that describe their dwelling type they live in as other, those living in a 

duplex/triplex/quadplex, those living in an apartment, those under 34 years in age, those making less 

than $25,000 in annual household income, Hispanic/Latino respondents, African American Respondents, 

those employed part-time, those unemployed, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are most 

likely to dispose of plastic grocery bags by putting them in the recycling bin. 

Respondents, those ranging in age from 35 – 44 and 55 – 64, those making an annual household income 

ranging from $25,000 to $49,999, African American/Black respondents, Asian/Pacific Islander 

respondents, and those employed full-time are most likely to dispose of plastic grocery bags by reusing 

them for other purposes and the in the trash can. 

Respondents ranging in age from 45 – 54 and older than 65, those making more than $100,000 in 

household annual income, those retired, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are most likely to 

dispose of plastic grocery bags by returning them to the grocery store. 

Significant Factors: Disposing of Plastic Bags 

 How does your household typically dispose of plastic 
grocery bags? 

Other Put 
them 
in the 
trash 
can 

Put 
them in 

the 
recycling 

bin 

Reuse them 
for other 
purposes 
and then 

place in trash 
can 

Return 
them 
to the 

grocery 
store 

% % % % % 

Aggregate 6 11 7 50 26 

Do you live within 
a city's  
boundaries  
or in 
unincorporated 
Pinellas County?* 

City 6 10 8 50 26 

Unincorporated 7 14 2 48 30 

I don't know 9 14 9 52 16 
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What kind of 
dwelling do you 
live in?*** 

Other 0 0 50 50 0 

Single family home 6 11 6 50 27 

Duplex/Triplex/ 
Quadplex 

0 8 13 58 21 

Apartment (rental) 6 12 21 43 18 

Manufactured/ 
Mobile home 

18 15 3 44 21 

Condominium/ 
Villa/Townhouse 

6 11 0 53 29 

Which range 
describes your 
age?*** 

Under 25 4 10 27 48 11 

25 - 34 2 12 18 53 14 

35 - 44 4 12 8 56 20 

45 - 54 6 12 3 48 31 

55 - 64 5 12 0 56 28 

65+ 11 10 2 42 34 

What is your 
household 
income?*** 

Under $25,000 9 11 17 48 15 

$25,000 - $49,999 6 9 7 56 23 

$50,000 - $74,999 3 9 7 53 28 

$75,000 - $99,999 5 8 8 53 26 

$100,000+ 5 15 2 47 31 

What is your race/ 
ethnicity?*** 

Other 17 6 11 44 22 

Caucasian/White 6 10 2 51 30 

Hispanic/Latino 3 11 26 41 17 

African American/ 
Black 

5 13 19 55 8 

Asian/ 
Pacific Islander 

6 16 16 55 6 

What is your 
current 
employment 
status?*** 

Other 10 10 10 48 21 

Full-time 3 12 6 55 24 

Part-time 2 11 13 51 23 

Retired 10 10 2 46 32 

Unemployed 10 13 23 45 10 

Voluntarily out of the 
workforce 

12 4 12 32 40 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 22: 

Respondents that live in a condo/villa/townhouse, those classifying as female, those older than 65 years 

in age, and those that are retired are more likely to think it’s extremely important to frequent a business 

that has recycling services.  

Respondents naming their dwelling type to be other, those living in a duplex/triplex/quadplex, male 

respondents, those under 25 years or ranging in age between 35 – 44, those employed part-time, those 

unemployed, and those with children 18 years or under in their household are more likely to think it’s 

somewhat important to frequent a business that has recycling services.  

Respondents living in a manufactured/mobile home, those ranging in age from 35 – 44, those 

unemployed, and those voluntarily out of the workforce are more likely to be unsure if it is important or 

not to frequent a business that has recycling services.  

Respondents naming their dwelling type to be other, those under 25 years in age, and those 

unemployed are more likely to think it’s somewhat unimportant to frequent a business that has 

recycling services.  

Respondents living in a manufactured/mobile home and those ranging in age from 45 – 54 years are 

more likely to think it is not important at all to frequent businesses that have recycling services. 

Significant Factors: Businesses Frequented 

 How important is it to you that a business you frequent has 
recycling services? 

Extremely 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Unsure Somewhat 
unimportant 

Not at all 
important 

% % % % % 

Aggregate 48 33 9 4 6 

What kind of 
dwelling do 
you live in?* 

Other 25 50 0 25 0 

Single family home 48 32 9 4 7 

Duplex/Triplex/ 
Quadplex 

50 38 13 0 0 

Apartment (rental) 40 36 12 4 7 

Manufactured/ 
Mobile home 

38 35 15 0 12 

Condominium/ 
Villa/Townhouse 

59 34 6 0 2 

What is your 
gender?** 

Male 43 39 7 4 9 

Female 53 28 11 4 4 

I prefer not to 
identify 

50 33 8 4 4 

Which range 
describes 
your age?*** 

Under 25 41 41 5 10 3 

25 - 34 48 34 11 3 4 

35 - 44 37 41 14 3 6 

45 - 54 44 27 12 6 11 

55 - 64 52 32 7 4 5 

65+ 57 29 8 1 5 
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What is your 
current 
employment 
status?** 

Other 48 35 6 6 4 

Full-time 46 31 10 4 9 

Part-time 51 40 8 1 0 

Retired 53 33 7 2 5 

Unemployed 26 42 16 10 6 

Voluntarily out of 
the workforce 

52 24 20 0 4 

Are there 
children age 
18 and under 
in your 
home?** 

Yes 38 40 13 2 6 

No 51 31 8 4 6 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 23: 

Respondents who have lived in Pinellas County for less than one year or 3 – 5 years, those living in a 

duplex/triplex/quadplex, those living in an apartment, those living in a manufactured/mobile home, 

those under 34 years of age, those classifying as other for their race, Hispanic/Latino respondents, 

African American/Black respondents, Asian/Pacific Islander respondents, those employed part-time, and 

those unemployed are more likely to have received payment for recycling aluminum, steel, and/or tin 

cans. 

Respondents who name the dwelling type they live in as other, those 55 years of age and older, and 

those retired are less likely to have received payment for recycling aluminum, steel, and/or tin cans. 

 

Significant Factors: Recycling for Payment 

 In the past year have you received payment for 
recycling aluminum, steel, and/or tin cans? 

Yes No 

% % 

Aggregate 12 88 

How long 
have you lived 
in Pinellas 
County?* 

Less than 1 year 21 79 

1 - 2 years 12 88 

3 - 5 years 17 83 

6 - 10 years 16 84 

11 - 20 years 11 89 

21 years or longer 8 92 

What kind of 
dwelling do 
you live in?** 

Other 0 100 

Single family home 11 89 

Duplex/Triplex/Quadplex 29 71 

Apartment (rental) 22 78 

Manufactured/Mobile home 18 82 

Condominium/Villa/Townhouse 8 92 

What is your 
gender?* 

Male 16 84 

Female 10 90 

I prefer not to identify 8 92 

Which range 
describes your 
age?*** 

Under 25 36 64 

25 - 34 25 75 

35 - 44 11 89 

45 - 54 12 88 

55 - 64 6 94 

65+ 7 93 

What is your 
race/ 
ethnicity?*** 

Other 17 83 

Caucasian/White 8 92 

Hispanic/Latino 22 78 

African American/Black 35 65 

Asian/Pacific Islander 19 81 
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What is your 
current 
employment 
status?*** 

Other 15 85 

Full-time 13 87 

Part-time 24 76 

Retired 5 95 

Unemployed 23 77 

Voluntarily out of the workforce 12 88 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 
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QUESTION 24: 

Respondents making an annual household income of more than $100,000 a year are more likely to prefer 

their electronics to be recycled for free where the County would burn electronics in a facility that converts 

waste into energy in a manner where air emissions are controlled, and metals are recovered for recycling.  

Respondents who have an education level of some high school or less, those with a college degree, African 

American/Black respondents, and Asian/Pacific Islander respondents are more likely to prefer their 

electronics to be recycled for a fee where the County contracts with a third-party who handles recycling 

of electronics.  

Respondents with vocational/technical training, those that make less than $25,000 a year in household 

income, American/Black respondents, Asian/Pacific Islander respondents, those that list their current 

employment status as other, those unemployed, and those that have children less than 18 in their 

household are more likely to not have a preference for the way their electronics are recycled. 

Respondents that do not know whether they live in a city or unincorporated Pinellas County, those that 

prefer not to identify with a gender, those with some high school or less as their highest level of education, 

those making an annual household income of under $25,000, those that classify their race as other, those 

that list their current employment status as other, those unemployed, and those voluntarily out of the 

workforce are more likely not to know what their preference is regarding the way in which their 

electronics are recycled.  

Significant Factors: Preference in Recycling Electronics 

 Do you have a preference regarding the way in which your 
electronics (e.g., cell phone, computer, televisions) are recycled? 

Free collection where 
the County would  

burn electronics in a 
facility that converts 

waste into energy in a 
manner where air 

emissions are controlled 
and metals are 

recovered for recycling 

Fee for 
collection 

where 
the County  

contracts with 
a third-party 
who handles 
recycling of 
electronics 

I have no 
preference 

for the 
way in 

which my 
electronics 

are 
recycled 

I 
don't 
know 

% % % % 

Aggregate 65 6 20 9 

Do you live 
within a city's 
boundaries or in 
unincorporated 
Pinellas 
County?* 

City 66 6 19 9 

Unincorporated 67 6 23 4 

I don't know 55 4 22 19 

What is your 
gender?*** 

Male 69 9 18 5 

Female 63 4 23 11 

I prefer not to 
identify 

61 0 22 17 
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What is the 
highest level of 
schooling you 
have 
completed?*** 

Some high 
school or less 

41 12 18 29 

High school 
graduate or 
equivalent 

68 8 20 4 

Technical/ 
vocational 
training 

61 3 25 11 

Some college 65 2 20 13 

College degree 66 11 18 5 

Post-graduate 
studies or higher 

67 7 24 1 

What is your 
household 
income?*** 

Under $25,000 50 4 26 20 

$25,000 - 
$49,999 

66 8 17 9 

$50,000 - 
$74,999 

68 3 21 8 

$75,000 - 
$99,999 

66 6 21 6 

$100,000+ 70 7 18 5 

What is your 
race/ethnicity?* 

Other 56 6 22 17 

Caucasian/ 
White 

69 4 19 8 

Hispanic/Latino 60 10 20 9 

African 
American/Black 

51 14 26 9 

Asian/Pacific 
Islander 

55 13 29 3 

What is your 
current 
employment 
status?* 

Other 48 2 33 17 

Full-time 67 8 19 7 

Part-time 65 6 23 6 

Retired 68 4 19 9 

Unemployed 45 3 35 16 

Voluntarily out 
of the workforce 

68 4 8 20 

Are there 
children age 18 
and under in 
your home?** 

Yes 59 10 26 5 

No 67 4 19 10 

Significance Level: *** .001, ** .01 and * .05.  
Source: Online survey of random sample of 885 Pinellas County adults 18 and older, conducted September 19 – 
October 26, 2018 by HCP Associates, Inc., margin of error ± 3.29%. 

 

 

 


