
RAYMOND H. NERI COMMUNITY PARK
NEXT STEPS

MAY 2019

Step 1
April 2019

Prepare Preliminary Master Plan

Step 2

May 2019
Public Engagement

Step 3

July 2019
Update Master Plan Based on Public Engagement

Step 4

August 2019
Design, Engineering, and Permitting of Phase 5 and Phase 6 

Improvements
Step 5

September 2020
Construction of Phase 5 Improvements
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JOE’S CREEK GREENWAY PARK
CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN (OPTION 1), MAY 2018

Project Narrative
 
This option proposes to utilize the existing asphalt multi-use path west of the Duval Park Apartments and widen it to be used for vehicular 
access that leads to a pair of parking areas in the existing undeveloped three acre rectangular parcel.  This will allow for the larger park space 
to be more flexible for future uses and limit the amount of pervious area within the overall park.  The first parking area will be located in the 
disturbed area along Duval Park Drive and is anticipated to have paved drive aisles with unpaved parking spaces.  The second parking area 
will be located further in and be closer to the central portion of the park and will have a small drop off area at the southern end.  Stormwater will 
be treated with a series of swales adjacent and interior to the parking areas.  A maintenance building will be located at the southwest corner of 
the Lealman Community Campus and be accessed from the parking with a new drive adjacent to the dumpster enclosure.  

The undeveloped three acre rectangular parcel still contains some existing vegetation, which provides some measure of shade.  This 
vegetation should be preserved to the greatest extent possible and is proposed to be integrated into the program elements for this area.  The 
first of which is an amphitheater that could be located in the southwest corner of this area and be integrated into the existing vegetation.  The 
stage would be elevated and there would be bench seating at ground level in a natural setting with additional vegetation proposed to add 
shade.  The Lealman Community Campus will have a space for a playground that will not have access for park users.  This playground will 
be fenced and it is proposed that this area also utilize the existing vegetation for shade.  A multi-use path will meander from Duval Park Drive 
through three acre parcel and connect to the parking areas and amphitheater.     

The multi-use path will continue toward the larger park area and lead to a circular gateway that has 5 paths converging.  The center of this 
space would contain a public art piece or landscaping and the edges of this circular area could have 5 flagpoles that represent the various 
branches of the military.  This circular area will serve as a hub and act as a gateway to various programmatic elements within the park.  

Currently, the path around the Creek is not of sufficient width and will need to be widened to a minimum of 10 feet to be considered a multi-use 
path.  The paths that lead west and south from the hub will be part of the planned Joe’s Creek Greenway.  There will be smaller spurs off of the 
planned Greenway that allow for access to other portions of the park.  Other paths off the hub will lead to a restroom facility and a loop around 
the larger part of the park. 

The path that leads to the restroom is planned to have a trellis system above to provide shade and would also have seating.  The restroom 
would also have series of open pavilions on each side that would allow for picnic activities.  A children’s play area would be located directly 
in front of the restroom facility.  The children’s play area is intended to cater to children of all ages and encourage natural play with the use of 
landforms and free play type of elements.  

A memorial reading garden is proposed to be accessed off a path that comes off the planned Greenway.  This path would have landforms and 
berms on both sides and vegetation that open up to a circular space with seating and an American Flag in the center.  The path will continue 
through the memorial reading garden toward a finger of land that will end at an observation tower with removal of the exotic vegetation 
along the path/boardwalk.  It is anticipated that the tower would have multiple levels and have panoramic views out over the lake and back 
throughout the park.   

The children’s play area will be separated from the multi-purpose field by a series of landforms and berm seating.  There will also be a few 
covered pavilions with picnic tables for viewing. This area of the park is wider and no removal of vegetation is provided.  The field is proposed 
to be irrigated turf.  A loop path that leads around the park will be on the north side of the field and will also connect to a dog park with facilities 
for both large and small dogs.  It is anticipated that the dog park will utilize irrigated turf.  The dog park and field will be separated by landforms 
and vegetation. The planned Joe’s Creek Greenway will be routed behind the Duval Park Apartments and enter the park on the east end of the 
dog park and wind around toward the west to stay on the north side of the creek.  The area east of the dog park will have a covered pavilion 
and a comfort station with shade and water for park and trail users. 

LegeNd

A. Parking Area

B. Walkway

C. Multi-Use Path

D. Joe’s Creek Greenway

E. Restroom and Pavilion

F. Memorial Reading Garden 

G. Dog Park

H. Multi-Purpose Field (330’ x 195’)

I. Children’s Play Area 

J. Observation Tower

K. Covered Walkway

L. Amphitheater 

M. Berm Seating 

N. Covered Pavilions

O. Playground (serving Lealman Campus)

P. Maintenance Building 

Q. Stormwater Treatment

R. Future Connection

S. Gateway
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JOE’S CREEK GREENWAY PARK
CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN (OPTION 1)

JULY 9, 2018

Project Narrative
 
This option proposes to widen the existing asphalt multi-use path west of the Duval Park Apartments and 
utilize it for vehicular access that leads to a pair of parking areas. The first parking area will be located 
in the disturbed area along Duval Park Drive and will be connected to the existing parking area at the 
Lealman Community Campus. The placement of the park fence will be south of this area and will allow 
for shared parking with the Lealman Community Campus even after the park itself closes. The second 
parking area will be located further into the main park space and allows users to have their vehicles 
more centrally located to most of the program elements.

Stormwater will be treated with a series of swales and other larger areas as required. A maintenance 
building will be located at the southwest corner of the Lealman Community Campus and be accessed 
from the existing parking lot with a new drive adjacent to the dumpster enclosure. 

The undeveloped, three-acre, rectangular parcel still contains some existing vegetation that provides 
much needed shade. This vegetation should be preserved to the greatest extent possible and is 
proposed to be integrated into the program elements for this area. There are a series of playground 
areas and a challenge course area adjacent to the Lealman Community Campus. The playgrounds 
include separate areas for 2-5 year olds, 5-12 year olds, and a challenge course for older children. (The 
size and shape of the playgrounds is based on preliminary design drawings provided by Pinellas County 
Planning on 6/14/2018.) These program elements will be fenced and it is proposed that this area also 
utilize the existing vegetation for shade. Just south of these play areas there will be an amphitheater that 
should also be integrated into the existing vegetation. The stage would be elevated and there would be 
simple bench seating at ground level in a natural setting with additional vegetation proposed to increase 
canopy coverage. A memorial reading garden is proposed a little further to the south and will also be 
woven into the existing vegetation. A multi-use path will meander from the proposed parking lot through 
three acre parcel and connect to the playgrounds, amphitheater, and memorial reading garden before 
finally connecting to the Joe’s Creek Greenway Trail. Currently, the path around the creek/lake is not of 
sufficient width to be considered a multi-use trail and is proposed to be widened to the north (away from 
the water) to 12 feet. A smaller path leads off the memorial reading garden and along the drive to the 
larger parking area.

The second, centrally located, parking area will be adjacent to a restroom facility. The restroom would 
have series of open pavilions on each side that would allow for picnic activities. A children’s multi-
purpose free play area would be located to the east of the restroom facility that could easily adapt to 
future uses.

A formal walk will separate the restroom facility from the proposed dog park and will have a shade 
structure along a good portion of the path that will include seating elements. It is anticipated that the dog 
park will utilize irrigated turf. The formal path will continue past the dog park and children’s play area 
toward a raised circular planting area with seat walls. To the north is an adult fitness area and to the east 
the walk continues to the oval shaped multi-purpose field. The field is defined by a pathway around the 
perimeter and with surrounding berms that incorporate seating. All of the existing oaks are proposed to 
remain, so the width of the field is somewhat constrained. There will also be a few covered pavilions with 
picnic tables. The field will be separated from other program elements by landforms and vegetation. 

The planned Joe’s Creek Greenway Trail will be routed behind the Duval Park Apartments and enter the 
park to the east of the multi-purpose field and wind around toward the west to stay on the north side of 
the creek. This area will have a covered pavilion and a comfort station with shade and water for park and 
trail users.

LegeNd

A. Parking Area

B. Walkway

C. Multi-Use Path

D. Joe’s Creek Greenway

E. Restroom and Pavilion

F. Memorial Reading Garden 

G. Dog Park (±1.5 Acres)

H. Multi-Purpose Field (350’ x 125’)

I. Children’s Play Area 
 I1. 2-5 Year Old (private)
 I2. 2-5 Year Old (public)
 I3. 5-12 Year Old (public)
 I4. Challenge Course (public)

J. Adult Fitness Area

K. Covered Walkway

L. Amphitheater 

M. Berm Seating 

N. Covered Pavilion

O. Children’s Multi-Purpose/Free Play Area

P. Maintenance Building 

Q. Stormwater Treatment

R. Future Connection
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RAYMOND H. NERI COMMUNITY PARK
DRAFT MASTER PLAN

OCTOBER 2018

Legend

A. Parking Area

B. Walkway

C. Multi-Use Path

D. Joe’s Creek Greenway

E. Restroom

F. Restroom and Pavilion

G. Memorial Reading Garden 

H. Dog Park (±1 Acres)

I. Multi-Purpose Field 

J. Adult Fitness Area

K. Children’s Play Area 
 K1. 2-5 Year Old (private)
 K2. 2-5 Year Old (public)
 K3. 5-12 Year Old (public)
 K4. Challenge Course (public)
 K5. Natural Play Area

L. Entry Plaza

M. Amphitheater 

N. Berm Seating 

O. Covered Pavilion

P. Open/Flexible Areas

Q. Maintenance Building 

R. Stormwater Treatment

S. Future Connection

T. Observation Tower/Platform

U.  Interactive Art Area

V. Future Parking Area

W. Bike Repair/Water Station
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NEXT STEPS
RAYMOND H. NERI COMMUNITY PARK


