
Invasive Hydrilla
Hydrilla verticillata

Hydrilla is one of Pinellas 
County’s worst invasive 
plants, creating dense 
mats that impede boat 
traffic, swimming and 
fishing and crowd out our 

native aquatic plants. 

Hydrilla was brought to Tampa and Miami in the 1950s 
as an aquarium plant. By the 1970s, it had spread 
throughout the state by the dumping of unwanted 
aquarium contents into local waterways. It can live in 
almost any freshwater habitat and is now found on  
every continent except Antarctica, helping it earn the  
title of “world’s worst invasive aquatic plant.” 

Hydrilla is  
native to Asia.

NEGATIVE IMPACTS
•  Reduces biodiversity by shading out native 

underwater vegetation that wildlife depends on
•  Blocks waterways, limiting boat traffic and 

recreation
•  Damages fish populations by lowering oxygen 

levels in the water making it hard for fish to 
tbreathe and function

•  Slows and/or clogs canals leading to flooding

For more information, call (727) 464-7503  
or visit www.pinellascounty.org/vegetation

http://www.pinellascounty.org/vegetation


INVASIVE PLANT SPECIESINVASIVE PLANT SPECIES
            HydrillaHydrilla

DESCRIPTION
Hydrilla is a rooted aquatic plant that grows as slender, 
long stems that branch near the surface. Leaves 
occur in groups of four to eight that circle the stem. 
Hydrilla’s leaves are bright green, pointy, and have 
tiny, triangular “teeth” along the edges. The plant can 
multiply in two different ways. Hydrilla can flower 
and produce seeds as well as 
reproduce by fragmentation. With 
fragmentation, small, broken off 
pieces of the plant survive and 
grow to form a new one. This 
is the most common way that 
Hydrilla reproduces and  
is often caused by boats and 
other human activities. 

Hydrilla can overtake ponds  
and lakes, becoming a 
danger to navigate.

  HOW YOU CAN HELP

Avoid driving a boat through floating mats
Hydrilla can survive fragmentation, reproduce and 
spread from the leftover pieces.
Clean all plant fragments from your boat and 
recreational gear
Hydrilla can spread by hitchhiking on boats, trailers 
and other associated gear.
Never purchase hydrilla for your aquarium or 
ornamental pond
Although it is illegal to sell, grow and transport, 
some sellers may still offer the plant. Check aquatic 
plants you purchase for the accidental inclusion of 
Hydrilla. Get rid of any you already have by securely 
bagging and disposing of it in the trash.  

Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  
To obtain accessible formats of this card, please call (727) 464-4062  
(V/TDD). Funding provided by Pinellas County Public Works. 
5,000 cards were printed at a cost of $419.00 or $0.08 each.  
Produced in cooperation with Pinellas County Communications. 11/21




