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Pinellas County Parks and Conservation Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes of the Meeting on December 8, 2021 

 

PARK BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Bryan Beckman, Mr. Miles Croom 
      Ms. Peg Cummings, Mr. Steven Ochsner 
      Mr. Daniel Savercool, Mr. Brian Scott 
      Mr. Cameron Temple 
 
PARKS & CONSERVATION RESOURCES STAFF: Mr. Paul Cozzie, Director 
      Mr. Spencer Curtis, North County Operations Mgr. 
      Mr. Lyle Fowler, South County Operations Mgr. 
      Dr. Steve Harper, Resource and Asset Mgr. 
      Ms. Jolanda Jordan, Sr. Dept. Admin. Manager 
      Mr. Matthew Tolnay, Assistant County Atty.  
      Ms. Deann Baker, Administrative Support Spec. 
 

A regular meeting of the Pinellas County Parks and Conservation Resources (PCR) Advisory Board was 
held at the Pinellas County Extension Building, located at 12520 Ulmerton Rd. Largo, FL 33774 on 
December 8, 2021. 

I. Open Meeting/Introductions 
Vice Chair Peg Cummings called the meeting to order at 9:30 am. Peg introduced 3 new 
members: Bryan Beckman, Miles Croom and Cameron Temple (YAC representative). 
Introductions were then made by all participants present. 

II. Approval of Minutes 
Vice Chairman Peg Cummings requested a motion be made to approve the minutes of the April 
15, 2021 meeting. A motion was made by Brian Scott and seconded by Dan Savercool to accept 
the PCR Advisory Board minutes as written. Motion unanimously approved with no corrections. 

III. Citizens to be Heard 
There were no citizens to be heard. 

  



P a g e  2 | 5 

 

IV. Old Business 
• Pinewood Cultural Park Master Plan Update 

o A recap of this project was given by Spencer Curtis for the new members on the 
PCR Advisory Board. The Pinewood Cultural Park is comprised of preserve areas, 
an old landfill to the north, the Parks Administration building, the Florida 
Botanical Gardens and the Gulf Coast Museum of Arts building that is currently 
being utilized by Creative Pinellas, Emergency Management Services and 
Heritage Village. 

o Parks has worked with RS&H consultants over the last year and a half to develop 
a master plan for the site. The focus is to look at the sustainable use of the site. 
There are multiple county entities that operate within the site, EMS and Animal 
Services. Partner groups such as the Florida Botanical Garden Foundation, 
Creative Pinellas and the Historical Society all have interest here. Various issues 
will be addressed, such as parking and ease of access. The consultant has taken 
the previously created documents, building blueprints and supporting 
documentation to see how to deal with future development of the site. They’ve 
done a site analysis, looking at areas where parking can be improved and where 
buildings can be utilized differently. 

o The next phase will be obtaining public input. This board as well as other 
partner groups will be receiving a link to an online survey to provide input for 
future use of this site. Social media, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram will be 
used. 

o Total acreage is approximately 90 acres. Outer parcels push it to 110 acres. 
o Dan asked if PCR is incorporating climate change into our master plans. Yes. A 

goal is to not expand our footprint where we don’t need to. PCR is trying to 
utilize existing space better and not add additional space, protecting the areas 
we currently have. 

o Miles would like to review any documentation for the master plan. There are 
multiple plans that were developed for the site, but we are consolidating them 
into 1 plan. The draft plan is not ready for release, however there is a fact sheet 
that Spencer can share with the PCR Advisory Board. Once the draft document 
is completed, PCR will be sharing with the board and solicit feedback. 

• Unincorporated Seminole Youth Sports Master Plan Update 
o A PowerPoint presentation was shared with the board. 
o A recreation MSTU (Municipal Services Taxing Unit), which is a dedicated 

funding source applied to the taxes of citizens residing in unincorporated areas, 
was created in 2003/2004 and was discontinued during the recession. Since 
then, a couple of MSTU’s were created providing recreational services in 
different areas of the county, particularly in the East Lake area. 

o PCR has worked with consultants for 3+ years trying to put together a plan to 
expand the support we provide to youth sport providers in the unincorporated 
areas. 

o This workshop presentation was an update to the BOCC explaining where we 
are. There are significant Capital improvements associated with this. Nothing 
final has been established. PCR will go back to the BOCC with a structure to be 
able to establish an MSTU in the Unincorporated Seminole areas. PCR will be 
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addressing recreational opportunities via partnerships with Lealman, Ray Neri 
Park development, PAL, the YMCA, High Point (provide capital infrastructure) 
and the City of Largo to assist in programming and maintenance. PCR will be 
going back to the BOCC later this year to present an organizational document 
that will allow an oversight group to receive funds from an MSTU that would be 
specific to the Unincorporated Seminole area that would provide for the 
operating and maintenance support for the facilities, including $27 million 
dollars for new infrastructure. MSTU’s are created to offset operating and 
maintenance expenses. 

o This will be a newly created MSTU. Part of the research and the analysis of all 3 
organizations showed that 58% of the participants were unincorporated 
residents, while 42% were municipal residents. 

o Additional discussions will occur with the 3 organizations. PCR wants to try to 
establish 7 or 8 MSTU’s for the various unincorporated areas. The county 
MSTU’s aren’t just for the parks but also for roadways, libraries and a variety of 
other services. 

o The PCR Advisory Board can view the entire presentation that was held on 11/4 
here: Pinellas County, Florida Public Meeting Agendas 

o The general funding of $100,000 comes from the PCR budget and is split 
between the 3 unincorporated Seminole agencies. This is tiered based on their 
participation and the size of the facility. PCR would like to create an MSTU that 
will eliminate the general funds support and have a dedicated funding source. 

V. New Business 
• Bee County USA Designated Advisory Board 

o This is similar to the Tree City USA Advisory Board, and it was suggested to us 
that we obtain a Bee County USA designation. Research has been done on the 
organization and it aligns with our environmental stewardship. 

o The purpose of Bee County USA is to promote pollinators and support a healthy 
bee population within communities. PCR has begun the application process 
which include various steps and requirements that must be met. A designated 
annual event is one of them. PCR has approached the Friends of Brooker Creek. 
They hold an annual Wildflower Festival and have agreed to hold this as our 
designated annual event. The Friends of Brooker Creek has an apiary and also 
sells honey produced from their bees. There also must be components in the 
comprehensive plan to address protection of pollinators and promote native 
vegetation. PCR will have a resolution to the Board which is one of the last 
steps. In addition, there needs to be an Advisory Board to address things that 
may come up, setting policy and direction. 

o The Director requests that this Parks Advisory Board take on the role of being 
that board rather than creating an entirely new board. The new Ordinance 
which is updated every couple of years would now include the responsibilities 
for Bee County USA. The main role of this board would be to make sure the 
board is implementing the program. PCR will come to the board with 
suggestions on wildflower plantings at various park land locations. The board 
would have oversight to approve or make additional suggestions for the 
wildflower plantings in our parks. 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/agendas.htm
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o Bryan made a motion that the PCR Advisory Board provide oversight for Bee 
County USA. Brian seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

o Processing of the applications for Bee County USA will begin in early 2022. 

VI. Parks and Conservation Resources Director’s Report 
• American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding 

o Pinellas County received $190 million (MM) dollars. The money must be spent 
within 6 years. PCR has received approval for the following projects: $4.5 MM 
for playground replacement (10-12 all-inclusive playgrounds at regional parks), 
$5.75 MM for the Dansville Community Park, $5.3 MM for the McKay Creek 
Greenway, which is a multi-use path connecting Taylor and Ridgecrest parks. 
$3.8 MM for Ray Neri Community Park, $3 MM for High Point Community Park, 
$2.2 MM for Lake Seminole for a multi-use sidewalk. $10 MM to start the 1st 
phase of the Unincorporated Seminole Master Plan. PCR will be spending $25 
MM, supplementing this money with Penny money. 

o Representatives from the board see more focus on projects in the Northern part 
of the county vs. the Southern part. The cities also have received ARPA funding. 
A request was made to use the 2nd tier of the county funding for projects in the 
south county conservation areas such as Shell Key, Ft. De Soto and Weedon 
Island. PCR will keep this in mind. The intent of ARPA funding is to put people to 
work. The focus being construction projects and community health related 
projects. 

o A dedicated group for ARPA funding will be providing the community messaging 
for various programs. Once contracts are written and approved, PCR will be 
working on a public message to be distributed via Marketing and 
Communications. 

o Peg asked about the 300 properties that are on the Land Acquisition list and if 
this funding could assist with purchasing. ARPA funding has criteria established 
and cannot be used for land acquisitions. 

• Glady’s Douglas property update 
o Awaiting the FCT grant funding. The county put up $3.5 MM for the property 

with the understanding that If the grant is received, $1.5 MM, which was a 
legislative line item, will be returned to the county. We’re hopeful to get more 
money returned to both the county and the City of Dunedin. 

• Level of Service update 
o The final presentation was made to the BOCC months ago. ACTION: Deann will 

send the final LOS report to this board. (Complete 12/8) The report 
recommended 31 new staff members. This past fiscal year, we’ve filled 7 new 
positions. 6 are park rangers and the 7th is on the mowing crew. In January, 
there will be 9 new positions filled, 6 new park rangers and 3 for the mowing 
crew. Weedon Island will now have 2 full time park rangers where they haven’t 
had any rangers for years. There will be a park ranger on duty every day of the 
week. Additional rangers were added to Wall Springs, Saw Grass and Boca Ciega 
parks. Cityworks which is an asset management system has been implemented 
and will assist us with managing our assets. 
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• Updates to Preserve Management Plans 
o Update provided by Dr. Steve Harper. In 2022, PCR will update 2 Preserve 

Mgmt. Plans, Weedon Island and Brooker Creek. For the Weedon Island plan, 
there’s a formal board that will be formed called the Weedon Island Preserve 
Advisory Group. This is required as a large portion of the property is owned by 
the state and is leased to the county to manage. As it goes through the approval 
process, PCR will be taking this to the Dept. of Environmental Protection in 
Tallahassee, presenting it to the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) 
soliciting their approval. We will be requesting feedback regarding the plan from 
this board. The presentation to the BCC will be held here in the Magnolia Room 
on 1/14 and is a public meeting. Public input and suggestions are welcome. The 
plan will then be edited as needed. The revised draft will be taken to the Board 
in the spring for final approval. The plan will then go to the ARC. The Brooker 
Creek plan does not need state approval as the county and Southwest Florida 
Water Management District own a majority of the land. 

• Peg thanked Paul and his staff, the Commissioners and Barry Burton for their dedication 
and hard work in 2021. 

• SWAMP update 
o Update provided by Lyle Fowler. Lake Seminole Park was chosen as an alternate 

location for the mountain bike trail. PCR will be pursuing this location as an 
alternative to Walsingham. There won’t be issues with disturbing the habitat or 
issues with neighbors. Lake Seminole Park is located across from Osceola High 
School, south of Bryan Dairy Rd. The area for the trail is fenced off from the park 
and is not open to the public. There’s approximately 20 acres and will be a good 
opportunity to restore or create conservation land around an area of planned 
active recreation, incorporating elements such as pollinator garden 
demonstrations and allowing for various plant communities. 

VII. Other Business 
• 2022 Meeting Schedule 

o February 17, May 19, August 18, and November 17 

VIII. Adjournment 
Brian Scott made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Bryan Beckman. The meeting was adjourned 
at 11:10 a.m. 

 

 

The next meeting of the PCR Advisory Board is scheduled for February 17, 2022. 
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