
 
Pinellas Partners in Recycling  

Meeting Notes for July 20, 2022 
Virtual Meeting 

Overview and Attendance 
The Pinellas Partners in Recycling (PPR) meeting was held virtually at 10:00 am on Wednesday, July 20, 
2022.  Members present were: Natalie Betts, Balcones Resources; Bill Pickrum, City of Dunedin; 
Savannah Bennett, City of Clearwater; Natalie Gass, City of Dunedin; Deanna Doss, City of Gulfport; 
Cedric Harris, City of Indian Rocks Beach; Julianne Perez, City of Largo; Chris Wade, City of Pinellas Park; 
Patti Ludington, City of Safety Harbor; Andy Butterfield, City of St. Pete Beach; Jack Crooks, City of St. 
Petersburg; Edgar CastroTello, City of Tampa; Niki Gerakios, City of Tarpon Springs; Scott Witt, City of 
Tarpon Springs; Kathryn Mihalek, Divergent Energy; Chris Perry, Florida Dept. of Environmental 
Protection; Jennifer Simmons, Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection; Suzanne Boroff, Florida Dept. 
of Environmental Protection; Jabbar Graham, Goodwill Suncoast; Marissa Segundo, HDR, Inc.; Danny 
Gallagher, Hillsborough County; Randall Ceneus, Hillsborough County; Chas Jordan, Kessler Consulting, 
Inc.; Eric Morales, Manatee County; Mary Oquendo, Manatee County; Kyle Pukylo, NuCycle Energy; 
Mark Barasch, NuCycle Energy; Cindy Harpel, Orange County Solid Waste; Joe Morrissey, Pinellas 
County; Ashley Wyland, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Jasmine Scott, Pinellas County Dept. of 
Solid Waste; Paul Sacco, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Robert Mills, Pinellas County Dept. of 
Solid Waste; Stephanie Watson, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Ken Moore, Town of Kenneth City; 
Pete Cavalli, Town of Kenneth City; Leslie Holland, UF/IFAS Extension; Ed Farmer, Waste Pro; and Tracy 
Meehan, Waste Pro. Emily LeMay recorded the meeting notes. 

Call to Order 
Deanna Doss, PPR Chair called the meeting to order at 10:01 am.  

Review of May 18, 2022 PPR Meeting Notes 
No objections to notes as written. 

Introductions 
Mark Barasch, NuCycle Energy, Leslie Holland, UF/IFAS Extension, and Chris Wade, City of Pinellas Park 
introduced themselves. 

Presentation 
Mark Barasch, CEO, NuCycle Energy 
Contact Information: mbarasch@nucycleenergy.com; (813) 856-5686 

A recent “Inside the Blueprint” video featuring NuCycle Energy was shared. View the video online at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3zjlmRyw4U&t.  

Mark welcomed PPR members to tour the facility in Plant City, Florida. Contact Mark if interested. 

 

mailto:mbarasch@nucycleenergy.com
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Updates 
State Updates  
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Chris Perry noted that the state’s recycling rate was 49% in calendar year 2021. The state’s recycling goal 
remains at 75%. The state saw a 5.6% increase in overall MSW; MSW recycled increased by 4.6%; MSW 
landfilled increased by 6.8%. The Solid Waste Management Report is available online: 
https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/2021-solid-waste-management-annual-report  

Updated recycling curriculum for K-2 students is available online at https://floridadeprecycle.org/  

Regional Updates 
Pinellas County 
Stephanie Watson described the outreach efforts related to the electronic waste program change 
and noted that the Department of Solid Waste (DSW) is moving towards the change. DSW is not 
aware of opposition to this change. Four public information sessions were held to communicate the 
change to residents. More information can be found online: 
https://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/hec3/changes.htm 

Pinellas County came in as the 6th highest recycling rate (and highest in the Tampa Bay area); 
Pinellas County's overall recycling rate was 69% and its traditional recycling rate was 49%. About 
250K tons was disposed outside the county and about 200K tons were disposed at the Soldi waste 
Disposal Complex. The recycling rate is ratio of recycled tons divided by the sum of tons recycled 
and disposed; therefore, landfilled tons decrease the recycling rate. 

Jasmine Scott provided a reminder that the Municipal Recycling Grant reimbursement forms are due 
by September 15 via email to recycle@pinellascounty.org.  

Emily LeMay shared that the Board of County Commissioners approved Resolution 22-48, which 
raises the solid waste disposal fee 6.8% each year for the next three fiscal years, beginning October 
1, 2022. The current fee is $44.70 per ton and will be raised to $47.75 per ton effective October 1, 
2022. A communications plan is underway. 

Ashley Wyland noted that personal protective equipment (PPR) is required in certain areas at the 
Solid Waste Disposal Complex. Enforcement of PPE is set to start with the new fiscal year (October 
1, 2022) and guests without proper PPE will be asked to leave. A communications plan is underway. 

Ashley Wyland shared that the Where Does it Go? Search Tool 
(www.pinellascounty.org/wheredoesitgo) will be updated to include additional languages to 
increase accessibility of the tool. 

Hillsborough County 
Danny Gallagher noted that Hillsborough County landfilled about two times as much C&D in 2021 
than years past, which caused their decrease in recycling rate.  

A cart tagging program is expected to begin with goal of reaching 100,000 homes to start. 

https://floridadep.gov/waste/waste-reduction/content/2021-solid-waste-management-annual-report
https://floridadeprecycle.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinellascounty.org%2Fsolidwaste%2Fhec3%2Fchanges.htm&data=05%7C01%7Celemay%40co.pinellas.fl.us%7Cac3d6673849d4c1826ae08da6c08997f%7Cc32ee18fa4c746ffaf408ed605642745%7C0%7C0%7C637941081428256833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fwg668whhz8fe5HINtTMEime%2BgS67h25wuUAnMMtdbM%3D&reserved=0
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Hillsborough County is working on an Request For Information for waste diversion and an Request 
For Proposal (RFP) for a MRF. 

City of Tampa 
Edgar CastroTello shared that the city’s compost drop-off has been approved. They are focusing on 
adding compost drop-offs in neighborhoods without current access to such services. 

Edgar CastroTello shared that at the recent Recycle Florida Today conference, they found out about 
House Bill 105, which allows local government to regulate smoking on city and county parks and 
beaches. This could help reduce cigarette butt litter if smoking bans are enacted. 

Tatum Flowers was introduced as the City of Tampa’s new intern. 

Pinellas County Municipal Updates 
City of Largo 
Julianne Perez described the city’s composting program. The completed a check-in survey with 
participants after 8 months and decided to hold additional workshops in partnership with Keep 
Pinellas Beautiful and IFAS for participants based on survey feedback.  

The city’s Community Climate Sessions are being held in English and Spanish; for more information: 
https://www.largo.com/services/our_future_largo/community_climate_sessions.php  

City of Dunedin 
Natalie Gass noted that the City of Dunedin has a check-in every 6 months with the members of 
their compost bin program. Not only does this create a community around composting to motivate 
members, but it helps the city understand what the community is interested in learning. 

A Rain barrel workshop was held to kick off rainy season. 

The city is looking to expand recycling outreach on social media, such as using Instagram reels. 

Community Updates  
Keep Pinellas Beautiful 

No updates. 

Pinellas County Schools 
No updates. 

Work Group Updates 
Glass Work Group 

No updates. 

Contract Work Group 
The Contract Guidance document is being utilized to assist the county in preparing an RFP for 
processing of recyclables. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.largo.com%2Fservices%2Four_future_largo%2Fcommunity_climate_sessions.php&data=05%7C01%7Celemay%40co.pinellas.fl.us%7Cac3d6673849d4c1826ae08da6c08997f%7Cc32ee18fa4c746ffaf408ed605642745%7C0%7C0%7C637941081428256833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FRTPssjfkK6hFq73XC%2FlV41ukudvBo3iC0Oc0iQf3SM%3D&reserved=0
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Contamination Work Group 
An ad to encourage proper battery disposal is being created using photographs of local solid 
waste and recycling workers.  

Mark Barasch commended the group on the battery ad, noting that batteries are a problem. 
NuCycle retrofitted their facility with a system that senses black heat – heat that occurs before 
combustion – to pinpoint Li-Ion batteries so they can be removed before a fire occurs. 

Open Discussion 
Florida Food Recovery Coalition 
Emily LeMay recommended members interested in food recovery join the Florida Food Recovery 
Coalition. This group has representatives from all over the state in government, agriculture, technology, 
and more. For more information or to join, email emily.grant@ufl.edu. 

Public Service Messages 
Members discussed ways to share information about recycling to help avoid contamination. One 
suggestion was to do a news segment on Bay News 9. 

Recycle Guide 
The 2023 Recycle Guide was discussed. Members recommended incorporating the Keep Pinellas 
Beautiful Litter Hotline. Municipalities will be contacted to review content related to municipal contact 
information and recycling drop-off locations. If you have any ideas for the Recycle Guide (RG) (2022 RG: 
www.pinellascounty.org/recycleguide), send them to recycle@pinellascounty.org for consideration. 

Announcements 
The Pinellas County Mobile Collection Event at the SPC Gibbs Campus scheduled for September 10 was 
changed to September 17. 

Adjournment 
Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 9:30 am via Zoom. 

mailto:emily.grant@ufl.edu
http://www.pinellascounty.org/recycleguide
mailto:recycle@pinellascounty.org
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