
 
 

 
Pinellas Partners in Recycling  

Meeting Notes for September 21, 2022 
Virtual Meeting 

Overview and Attendance 
The Pinellas Partners in Recycling (PPR) meeting was held virtually at 9:30 am on Wednesday, 
September 21, 2022.   

Members present included: Natalie Betts, Balcones Resources; Savannah Bennett, City of Clearwater; 
Natalie Gass, City of Dunedin; Deanna Doss, City of Gulfport; Lauren Fatkin, City of Largo; Ashlee Painter, 
City of Oldsmar; Evan Novell, City of Orlando; Patti Ludington, City of Safety Harbor; Shawn Shimko, City 
of South Pasadena; Mandy Edmunds, City of St. Pete Beach; Jack Crooks, City of St. Petersburg; Joe 
Vitale, City of St. Petersburg; Edgar Castro Tello, City of Tampa; Nick Gerakios, City of Tarpon Springs; 
Kathryn Mihalek, Divergent Energy; Chris Perry, Florida Department of Environmental Protection; 
Jennifer Simmons, Florida Department of Environmental Protection; Karen Moore, Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection; Suzanne Borough, Florida Department of Environmental Protection; Jabbar 
Graham, Goodwill Suncoast; Danny Gallagher, Hillsborough County; Randall Ceneus, Hillsborough 
County; Cedric Harris, Indian Rocks Beach; Pat DePlasco, Keep Pinellas Beautiful; Chas Jordan, Kessler 
Consulting, Inc.; Mary Oquendo, Manatee County; Cindy Harpel, Orange County Solid Waste; Joe 
Morrissey, Pinellas County; Kiana Sladicki, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Ashley Wyland, Pinellas 
County Dept. of Solid Waste; Catherine Eichner, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Emily LeMay, 
Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Jasmine Scott, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Robert Mills, 
Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Stephanie Watson, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Paul 
Sacco, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste; Missy Nevitt, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority; Nicole 
Dufva, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority; Tyler Ward, Recycling Services of Florida; Ken Moore, Town 
of Kenneth City; Ryan Austin, Waste Connections; Ed Farmer, Waste Pro; and Tracy Meehan, Waste Pro.  

Emily LeMay, Pinellas County Dept. of Solid Waste recorded the meeting notes. 

Call to Order 
Deanna Doss, PPR Chair called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.  

Review of July 20, 2022 PPR Meeting Notes 
No objections to notes as written. 

Introductions 
The group welcomed Nicole Dufva, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority. 

Presentations 
Emily LeMay, Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste 
A preview of the 2023 Recycle Guide (RG) was given. The RG follows Pinellas County’s branding 
guidelines, includes information about recycling, municipal contact information related to garbage and 
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recycling collection services, and other Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste programs that 
support the County’s vision of zero waste to landfill by 2050. The RG is a primary outreach tool for 
Pinellas County and many municipalities. It is provided to all Pinellas County schools free of charge and 
inserted into the Tampa Bay Times. 

Ashley Wyland, Pinellas County Department of Solid Waste 
A preview of Pinellas County’s new website was given. Rather than County department names be the 
main way information is shared as on the current website, topics will be searchable. Topics may include 
information from multiple departments. The Department of Solid Waste’s main topic is Garbage & 
Recycling. New content of note includes a page dedicated to PPR, Waste-to-Energy Facility, Holiday & 
Gift Giving Guide, and Recycling FAQ. The new website is hosted on WordPress, which is easier to 
navigate and offers more accessibility tools than the current HTML website. The new website will go live 
in October 2022 at www.Pinellas.gov.  

Updates 
State Updates  
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Karen Moore noted that the legislative season is coming up. There have not been any recycling bills 
introduced yet.  The EPA SWIFR (Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling) grant program is a new grant 
program authorized by the Save Our Seas 2.0 Act. This grant program provides $275 million for Solid 
Waste Infrastructure for Recycling grants allocated as $55 million per fiscal years 2022 through 2026. 
Grant solicitations are expected around America Recycles Day (Nov. 15). More information can be found 
on the EPA’s website: www.epa.gov/rcra/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grant-program  

Regional Updates 
Pinellas County 
• Ashley Wyland shared that the Where Does it Go? Search Tool 

(www.pinellascounty.org/wheredoesitgo) can now be searched in Spanish and Vietnamese. 
Business cards advertising the Search Tool in both languages will be created for outreach to 
Vietnamese and Spanish speaking people. 

• Jasmine Scott summarized the various program changes taking place October 1, 2022:  

o Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is required to be worn at the Solid Waste Disposal 
Complex. PPE requirements vary by location. Pending Board of County Commissioners 
approval at the 9/22/22 budget meeting, PPE Kits containing a hard hat, safety vest, and 
protective eyewear can be purchased for $20/kit.  

 List of required PPE: www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/landfill-payment-
options.htm  

o The Solid Waste Disposal Fee is increasing from $44.70/ton to $47.75/ton. The Out-of-
County Surcharge of $47.75 is expected to be approved at the 9/22 budget meeting. All 
other fees remain the same.  

http://www.pinellas.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/rcra/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grant-program
http://www.pinellascounty.org/wheredoesitgo
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/landfill-payment-options.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/landfill-payment-options.htm
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o Household electronics collected via HEC3 and Mobile Collection Events will no longer be 
sent to a recycler; they will be processed via the Waste-to-Energy Facility. Customers 
are encouraged to locate other electronics recyclers using the Where Does it Go? Search 
Tool. Business electronics will still be collected for recycling at monthly Business 
Collection Days.  

 E-waste program change info: 
www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/hec3/changes.htm  

o In order for residents to use HEC3, the Swap Shop, and Mobile Collection Events, a 
government-issued ID will be required for proof of residency. 

 ID requirement FAQ: www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/hec3/IDFAQ.htm  

• Stephanie Watson provided an overview of the contracts the department is working on. These 
include Request For Proposal regarding recycling collection and processing coming soon; 
Solicitation for Solid Waste and Waste Diversion Consulting Services RFP closes 10/13. Invitation 
To Quote for Research and Strategy Services – Recycling Awareness closed 9/20. Pinellas County 
now utilizes OpenGov for procurement, which offers transparency and organization to the 
purchasing process: www.opengov.com/products/procurement/  

Hillsborough County 
• Danny Gallagher summarized a new pilot program Goodwill Suncoast at the South County 

Community Collection Center for customers to donate items intended for disposal. There were 
41 donors and 629 items donated in the first week.  

City of Tampa 
• Edgar Castro Tello noted that the city sent postcards to select residents who might be interested 

in participating in compost drop-off program. They are starting with a drop-off at Copeland Park 
and focusing on residents in areas that otherwise do not have composting access. The city is 
focusing on composting education and are working on creating new graphics and materials, 
including a composting cheat sheet (see attached). 

Pinellas County Municipal Updates 
City of Clearwater 
• Savannah Bennett shared that there will be a paper shredding event at end of October that is 

open to the greater Clearwater community. The selected vendor recycles the collected and 
shredded paper. The city is preparing a mailer with a magnet about recycling and additional 
information regarding Pinellas County’s household electronics collection change described 
above. Savannah asked the group if there were any ideas for sustainable giveaways. 
Recommendations included reusable materials (bottle slings, collapsible food containers, 
bamboo cutlery sets) and the possibility of gifting experiences or services rather than 
tchotchkes. Ideas can be shared with Savannah: savannah.bennett@myclearwater.com. 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/hec3/changes.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/hec3/IDFAQ.htm
http://www.opengov.com/products/procurement/
mailto:savannah.bennett@myclearwater.com
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Community Updates 
Keep Pinellas Beautiful 
• Pat DePlasco shared that the BeBot tour in July took place over 17 beaches 

(www.kpbcares.org/kpb-blog/2022/6/30/education-corner-bebot-edition). KPB was recently 
notified that they won 2 state awards from Keep Florida Beautiful. The awards ceremony will be 
held in New Port Richey from 10/19-10/21. The 400+ page microplastics curriculum that KPB 
created is being presented at a conference, details to come. KPB was also nominated as a finalist 
in Creative Loafing’s Best of the Bay. Winners will be announced 9/29. The International Coastal 
Cleanup is taking place 9/1 through 10/30. The 2022 Golf Tournament of the Roseate is being 
held on 10/17 at the Countryside Country Club. The annual Keep Pinellas Beautiful luncheon will 
take place 2/10/23. All of KPB’s events can be found at: www.kpbcares.org/upcoming-events.  

Work Group Updates 
Glass Work Group 
• No Updates. 

Contract Work Group 
• Stephanie Watson shared that the group met on 9/20. The group charter is being updated. The 

group is also updating the Contract Guidance document. The Pinellas County Dept. of Solid 
Waste maintains a database of municipal recycling contracts. The Department wants to reach 
out to municipalities prior to their contract’s expiration to help from the Contract Work Group. 

Contamination Work Group 
• Ashley Wyland shared that the group met on 9/15. Pinellas County Communications provided 

insight on the rechargeable battery ads. More ads are being drafted and there will public testing 
to find out the reaction to the ads. The next meeting is in October. 

Open Discussion 
House Bill 105 

• Various municipalities are looking at banning smoking on beaches and in parks. KPB was asked 
to present to St. Petersburg City Council regarding cigarette butt litter. 

SWANA SOAR Conference in Atlanta held 4/17-20/2023 
• Stephanie Watson shared that there is a call for papers for the SWANA SOAR Conference with a 

deadline of 9/30/22. They want to see innovative ideas, things that haven’t been done, or have 
been done in a different way. If you write a proposal, it could be paired with someone else doing 
similar work or you could be asked to participate on a panel. More information: 
swana.swoogo.com/2023-SOAR-CFP  

Mandatory Recycling  

• Kathryn Mihalek asked about mandatory recycling for businesses after noticing a business in the 
county was placing recyclables in the garbage. There is no mandatory recycling in Pinellas 
County. The county’s Business Waste Assessments Section inspects businesses to educate them 
about hazardous waste requirements and offers guidance on recycling when possible. The 

http://www.kpbcares.org/kpb-blog/2022/6/30/education-corner-bebot-edition
https://www.kpbcares.org/upcoming-events
https://swana.swoogo.com/2023-SOAR-CFP
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county also conducts a Commercial Recycling Awareness Survey to gauge recycling practices in 
the county. Past surveys can be found online: www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/reports.htm 
The Reduce Your Use Tampa Bay also incentivizes waste reduction: 
www.reduceyourusetampabay.org 

Announcements 
PPR will be held in person November 9, 2022! Virtual arrangements will be made for members outside 
of the Tampa Bay area. 

Adjournment 
Next meeting will be held in-person on November 9, 2022, 9:30 am at the Pinellas County Solid Waste 
Disposal Complex Tour Classroom: 2940 110th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, FL 33716. 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste/reports.htm
https://www.reduceyourusetampabay.org/
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City of Tampa Backyard Composting Infographic 
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