
How Mixed Recycling Works in Pinellas County

1.  2. Sorters remove items that can injure 
people or damage equipment down 
the line. These are items that cannot or 
should not be recycled at the curb, such 
as scrap metal or plastic wrap. 

 3. CARDBOARD travels over rotating 
screens. Smaller materials fall 
below.

 4. NEWSPAPER is sorted out by 
smaller disc screens and optical 
scanners.

 5. PAPER is sorted. Cans and bottles move on. 

9. Eddy currents push 
non-ferrous metals 
(ALUMINUM) o� the belt.  

10. Sorted materials are stored 
and baled for shipment.

11. Forklift moves bales to 
storage area and they are 
checked for quality.

12. Bales are shipped by 
truck or ship to be used 
to make new products.

6. Magnets remove 
ferrous METALS 
(tin & steel cans).

 
 

7. GLASS bottles & jars 
are crushed and sent to 
storage area.

8. Optical scanners separate 
the di�erent types of 
PLASTICS and CARTONS

To learn more, visit
Pinellas.gov/recycle

Trucks collect recyclables 
and deliver them to a 
Materials Recovery Facility.

Important: Plastic bags and plastic �lm can wrap around sorting equipment and jam the machines. They are particularly harmful to the recycling 
process and should not be recycled in curbside or drop-o� center locations.  Please return plastic bags to participating stores for recycling.

Pinellas.gov/solidwaste      (727) 464-7551      recycle@pinellas.gov  




